Course Expectations

Concert Choir

Ms. Amy Bearden

abearden@saintviator.com
(847) 392-4050 x315

Classroom Guidelines

· Be on time – Class begins promptly at 7:25am. We need to utilize all the class time that we have together. Tardiness will be dealt with as laid out below. Excessive absences will result in a review of a students’ continued membership in choir.

· Be prepared – Students should have a pencil with them everyday. Students should check the board for the daily agenda and follow accordingly. Music should be ready to go.

· Be attentive – Students should keep talking to a minimum. Pay attention to other parts or follow along in the music even if Ms. B isn’t specifically working with your section. Stay on task. All other schoolwork will be put away during class time. Cell phones are not permitted during rehearsal time. If seen in use, they will be confiscated, to be returned at the end of the day.

· Be respectful – Students should show respect to their teachers, their peers, whomever is speaking, to a soloist, etc. When you show respect, others will respect you.

· Be happy! – Making music can be fun whether you’re working on a joyful song or a sad song. As a member of choir, you get the privilege of taking time out of your day to sing and make music so go ahead – enjoy yourself!

Attendance Policy & Procedure

· Tardiness will not be tolerated. After three consecutive tardies, the student will receive a warning. After five consecutive tardies, the student will meet with Ms. B. to set up a plan of action for getting to class on time. If the problem persists, the issue will be turned over to the Dean’s Office.
· Chorus time should not be used for making up tests or seeing a teacher unless prior written consent has been presented per Ms. B.’s guidelines. 
· Without prior consent, a student who is more than 15 minutes late to class (any time after 7:40) will be marked absent. Unexcused absences are considered cutting and will be dealt with by the Dean’s office.
· If a student is a member of Student Council, an AP Science class, etc. that student needs to meet with Ms. B. to make arrangements. These students are expected to figure out what they missed and to learn the music.
· If a student has to miss chorus for a one-time reason (ie. pre-arranged study session, activity meeting, etc.) that student must do two things, 1) inform Ms. B. BEFORE the morning of, and 2) put it in writing on the clipboard in the chorus room BEFORE the morning of. Telling Ms. B. the morning of will result in an unexcused absence.
Concert and Performance Guidelines

· All concerts, performances, and liturgies are mandatory. Anticipated absences (ie family commitments, etc.) should be brought to Ms. B. no later than two weeks prior to a performance. Unexcused absences will result in a lowered grade. Absences of any kind will result in a make-up assignment given by Ms. B. In the event that absences persist, a review will be conducted of the students’ continued membership in choir.

· Students will be respectful of all those performing in a concert or performance (ie chorus, band, Viatribe, etc.). Students are encouraged to be supportive of their peers and attend the entirety of the concert unless excused by Ms. B.

· Talking during a concert or performance will not be tolerated. This includes backstage, on stage, or as an audience member. Students and parents are encouraged to set a good example for those around them.

Concert Attire

· Ladies “Concert Black” means:

*Professional look

*Black pants or skirt on bottom

*Skirts MUST be at the knee or below

*NO shorts or jeans

*Black on top – ¾ sleeve or long sleeve

*NO tank tops

*NO bare midriff

*All black dress shoes – NO open-toed shoes

· Men “Concert Black” means:

*Professional look

*Black pants on bottom

*NO shorts or jeans

*Black dress shirt on top (button up, collared shirt)

*NO short sleeves – long sleeves may be rolled up if temperature allows

*All black dress shoes (and black socks!)

· Note: If we have an outside performance at a festival or workshop, we will discuss the appropriate attire at the time

Evaluation

· Participation (30%): Arriving on time, participating fully every day, keeping a positive attitude, & being respectful of teacher and peers will attain full points.

· Performances (40%): While our rehearsal/class time is very important, attendance and participation in concert and liturgy performances will be worth slightly more as we are a performing group. Arriving on time and participating fully will result in full points.

· Concert Evaluation (20%): 1) Students will be asked to fill out an evaluation after each major concert. This will include a self-evaluation as well as that of the group. 2) Students will be asked to attend TWO outside Fine Arts events and write a ONE page evaluation of the event. Events include, but are not limited to, musical performances, choir concerts, art gallery openings, or band concerts. If you are unsure, check with Ms. B.

· Music Theory (10%): On “Music Theory Thursdays”, students will be given music theory worksheets, assignments, and quizzes to be graded on completeness and improvement.

