Dear Parents,

I thought you might find the following information about Kindergarten and the curriculum informative and helpful.   If you have any questions please let me know. 

Religion

Our Religion text is Faith First.  This series is published by Resources for Christian Living (RCL).  The philosophy of the Faith First program is as follows:  “In Faith First we want the children to understand what we believe as Christians and to discover how to live out those beliefs.”  The program is based on a foundation made up of three elements – beliefs, story, and celebration.  The main units of study are:  The World is a Gift from God: God Loves Us; We are Friends of Jesus; We Live as Friends of Jesus and We celebrate Special Days.  The chapters focus on core teachings of the Catholic Church, Bible stories and the celebration of the seasons and special days of the Church year.  

Language Arts

The primary grades use the Scott Foresman Reading series.  Each lesson in introduced with quality literature, which includes a balance of award-winning, classic and favorite selections from a rich variety of genres.  The kindergartners will be working on phonics, vocabulary development, and reading comprehension strategies.  We will be working on two letters each week and after approximately 7 consonants we will begin working on a short vowel and word families with that vowel.  We will also be learning 36 high frequency sight words. 

Other skills your child will be working on include:  identifying characters, recalling and retelling stories and recognizing story elements.  We also will be learning beginning language skills such as using complete sentences and identifying and using naming words (nouns) and action words (verbs).

Writing

Grade K-8 use the 6+1-Trait writing program.  This writing model is a way to assess and teach writing.  The complete program focuses on 7 qualities seen in outstanding written works.  The traits include:  Ideas/Content, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions and Presentation.  In Kindergarten we focus on learning Ideas/Content.  The focal point of this trait is the content or main idea.  It can be looked at as the “heart of the message”.  We begin our writing program by drawing pictures.  I tell the children that if they can draw a picture, they are writers.  They are telling stories when they draw.  From drawing pictures we move on to labeling our pictures with words or beginning letters.  The next step is using “inventive spelling”.  They learn to listen to the sounds that they hear in a word and match the letters to those sounds.  The point is to get their thoughts down in any way they can.  If they worry too much about spelling correctly, they lose their ideas and creativity.  The goal for the year is to encourage the children to write stories through pictures and words in their own individual way.  Some may be progressing to a more transitional stage and I will be encouraging them to remember the spaces, capital letters, and periods. 

Math

Our school math series is Houghton Mifflin Math.  This series is organized into 8 units; Positions, patterns and classifications, Getting started with numbers, Geometry, fractions and probability, Numbers through 12, Time and money, Measurement, Addition and subtraction, and Greater numbers.  Each unit consists of 2 chapters related to the “big mathematical idea” of the unit.   The chapters provide instruction in fundamental math concepts as well as the development of higher-order thinking skills.  Attention is also focused on helping students learn math vocabulary and problem-solving strategies.  For many of the lessons your child will be using manipulatives, such as unfix cubes, counters, pattern blocks etc.  The “Math at Home” page included in each unit provides you with an overview of the concepts the children are learning in each unit.

Seat work assignments

In all subject areas we have some paper and pencil/crayon jobs.  I understand that some children may work more slowly than others.  Also, there may be occasions when we simply run out of time, so if your child does not finish the page at school I may stamp it “finish and return”.  

I sometime put stickers on a paper simply because the job is completed and your child has tried.  Because of this, it is possible to get a few things wrong on the page and still get a star or sticker.  

How can I help my child at home?

1.      Please go over your child’s work with them when they bring it home.  However, don’t use this time only as an opportunity to “point out the mistakes”.  No one is perfect and you don’t want them to dread going over the papers with mom and/or dad.  Use this as an opportunity to find out what we are working on at school and how they are doing. Praise them for working hard and, if they had a lot of trouble with the page, ask them to work with you on getting the right answer.

2.      Read to your child daily.  As you read, hold the book so your child can see the words.  It is very important that the children associate the spoken word with the printed word.  Please avoid touching each word with your finger or your child’s finger.  If they want to follow along, use a pen or unsharpened pencil so we avoid developing “finger readers”.  Another idea is to place an index card under the sentence you are reading so they can follow along.  It is also fun to have your child predict the next word in a story; “The little boy got into his bed and fell_____.”

3.      Let your child see you write letters, notes, grocery lists etc.  Have pencils, scrap paper and crayons readily available.  Let your child make lists, write to relatives etc.  Initially, don’t worry about handwriting.  Let them enjoy the experience of “writing”.

4.      Please request a conference if your child is not enjoying school.  Initially the days are very long and hot and it may take several weeks for them to settle into the routine.  However, I truly believe that if you can’t enjoy Kindergarten, what grade can you enjoy?  Let’s work together to make this a great year for your child.

Thank you!

