The titles are underlined here because you will be hand writing the essay. In MLA format, a book title is underlined when handwritten.  
	Title/Author/Genre (symbol)
	Characters – static & dynamic 
	Themes
	Conflicts 
	Basic Setting

	Of Mice and Men
John Steinbeck

Novel


	George, Lennie, Curly/Curly's wife, Candy,
Candy's dog, Crooks, Slim
	· Friendship
· American Dream/Dreams
· Plans 
· Independence
· Hope
· Heroism

	External
Curley vs. Lennie
Lennie/Crooks vs. Society  (disability/racism)
Internal
George vs. self
	Salinas Valley, California, a Ranch,
During the 1930's
The Great Depression

	Romeo and Juliet
William Shakespeare

Drama/Play
Tragedy

	Romeo – the Montagues, Mercutio, Friar Lawrence
Juliet  - the Capulets, Nurse, Tybalt
Prince Escalus, Paris
	· Young Love
· Decisions
· Obedience/Rebellion
· Tragedy/suicide
· Hatred/Feuds
· Fate/Star Crossed Love
· Light/Dark (good/evil)
	External
Romeo/Juliet vs.Society
Romeo vs. Tybalt
Internal
Juliet v. self  
Fr. Lawrence vs . self 
	16th Century
Verona, Italy
Mantua

	The Odyssey
The blind prophet Homer
Epic Poem

	Odysseus – Epic Hero
Penelope – wife
Athena – goddess of wisdom/Odysseus’ mentor
Poseidon – God of the Sea
Calypso – nymph, captures him 7 yrs.
Polyphemus – Poseidon’s son, one eyed monstor or Cyclops
Circe – turns his men into pigs
Tireseas the blind prophet
	· Journey – physical and spiritual journey (Odyssey)
· Humility (hubris)
· Leadership
· Pitfalls of temptation
· Cunning or wisdom over strength
	External
Odysseus vs. temptation, hubris, 
Circe, Cyclops, Calypso, Hydra
Get home to Ithica

Internal
Odysseus vs self
Learn humility, avoid temptation, become a better leader
Journey of self
	Ancient Greece, Ithica, Islands

	
	
	
	
	

	A Midsummer Night’s Dream
William Shakespeare
Comedy play
	Hermia, Helena, Lysander, Demetrius, Puck, Egeus, Theseus (Duke of Athens) Hippolyta (Amazon Queen)
Oberon and Titania
Fairies, workman in the play, Nick Bottom 
	· Love’s difficulties
· Dreams
· Magic
· Reality vs. Appearance
	External
Hermia vs. Egeus
Hermia vs Society
Oberon vs Titania
Helena vs Hermia

Internal 
Helena vs. self
Nick Bottom vs. self 
	Athens – law, society’s rules and morals
Woods – freedom from society’s rules and morals

	Oedipus Rex
	
	
	

	Samurai’s Tale
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



