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A Midsummer Night’s Dream

     Introductory Web Quest
Go to each website listed below.  Answer the questions by reading the information presented on the site.  You do not have to use complete sentences, but you do have to fully answer each question.

Site One: Shakespeare Biography

http://absoluteshakespeare.com/trivia/biography/shakespeare_biography.htm
1. What day is commonly believed to be Shakespeare’s birthday?

2. What did Shakespeare’s father do for a living?

3. Name 2 subjects William would have studied in grammar school?
4. Who did Shakespeare marry? Also, note two interesting things about his wife at the time of their marriage.

5. What did Shakespeare leave to his wife in his will and why?

6. How many children did Shakespeare and his wife have and what were their names?

7. Besides writing, what was another source of income for Shakespeare?

8. Where is Shakespeare buried?
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http://www.britainexpress.com/History/elizabethan-theatre.htm
9. According to this site, why weren’t plays allowed in London during

Shakespeare’s time?

10. Where was the first theatre, named The Theater, built, and in what year?

11. Which was the most famous theatre in the old London area?

12. What caused the 1613 fire in the Globe Theatre?

13. While viewing a play, where was most of the audience located?

14. Why were performances held in the afternoon?

15. Who played the female roles on stage during Shakespeare’s time?  Why?

Site Three:  Midsummer Festival

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midsummer
(Scroll down to “United Kingdom” and read to find answers to these questions)

16. What date was Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Eve?

17. What Christian saint later was assigned this day in his honor?

18. What customs were practiced on Midsummer’s Eve

19. What mythical creatures were believed to be active on Midsummer’s Eve?

Site Four:  Marriage and Family

http://www.elizabethan.org/compendium/index.html
 (Scroll to bottom of web page and click on “Weddings” link)

20. What were the legal marrying ages for boys and girls in Shakespeare’s time?

21. Why was cash and property from the husband’s family part of the marriage contract?

(Now, go to bottom of page and click on “Love and Marriage” link to answer the next two questions)

22. What was the attitude about love in marriage?

23. Explain the household power structure- who was the property of whom? (man, wife, and children) 

Site Five:  Fairies

http://www.writing.com/main/view_item/item_id/897221-Supernatural-Shakespeare
(Scroll down paragraphs number eleven through fifteen- yes, you will have to count them)

Paragraph begins with… “Mysticism and goodness is also used in Shakespeare’s writing …”

24. Read the paragraphs and write down 6 characteristics of fairies
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Site Six: Pyramus and Thisbe

http://www.thanasis.com/thisbe.htm
25. Who originally wrote the tale of Pyramus and Thisbe?  When?

26-30.  Read the synopsis of the story of “Pyramus and Thisbe” and write a summary in your own words.
2

