Students, this year I am trying a new approach for the language learner.  It is called TPRS(Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling).  It is a different way to teach a target language but a rather fun way for both the teacher and student.  Since I am new to this I am sure I will make mistakes along the way but we will make them together as that is all part of the learning process.  Some things may work and others may not but once we find out what works, we will stick with it and build on it.  I promise you, the class will be very interactive and fun, but that depends on you the student, therefore full class participation is a must at all times!  During class we will be working on stories in Spanish and reviewing and repeating information being covered in the stories (vocabulary, grammar, verbs, etc.).  Class will be all in Spanish and only English can be spoken when asked.  If you have any question please feel free to contact me either by email or phone.

Spanish class will be broken down as follows:

Assignments: Homework will consist of the following:

a. Retell a story to an adult

b. Write out a story

c. Draw the story discussed in class

d. Write a new ending to the story discussed in class.

Time writings will also count as homework.  Time writing will consist of the following 

a. Speed write – students write for five minutes without editing or picking up their pen from the paper. (Students receive 1 point for every word written)

b. Relaxed write – students write for 10 minutes.  In the relaxed write a student can stop, edit, ask me questions, use a dictionary or ask another student a question. (Students receive 1 point for every word written)

With time writings accuracy is usually not graded on but rather to help the student see what they are accomplishing in the classroom.  By the end of the year all students should be able to write 100 words in five minutes with correct content and grammar.

Readings: The students will also have class time to read – short stories, extending readings, 1 (maybe 2) novels, all in Spanish.  You will first go through the reading to see how many words you know and then we will translate the reading together to make sure that all students have a basic understanding of the Spanish words and what is being read. The extended readings may also be a part of homework as well.  This part of TPRS is very important as reading in general is very important.

Tests:
Most tests and quizzes will be unannounced to ensure that the students is learning rather than memorizing the material to pass the test.  Reviewing is a constant in the TPRS classroom so students will be prepared for a test or quiz.  I will apply the 80/80 rule to this which is if 80% of the class does not score and 80% or higher I will retest but first we will go back and review the material again.

Participation: This grade is based on only two rules:

a. No English may be spoken without raising your hand.

b. Look like you are participating. This means no sleeping, talking or writing (do other homework)!!

All students begin with a 100 point six week participation grade.  Students receive 5-point deduction [called a “Págame” (“Pay Me”) infraction].  They make up these deductions with 100 word essays (in Spanish).  

TPRS - Spanish Class 

Págames:

1. Each student starts with 100 points for a six week period.

2. There are two rules:

a. Act engaged.

b. Answer Spanish questions in Spanish.

3. Rule violations cause a student to lose 5 points.

4. Students get 4 free make-ups.  First 2 are made up by making me a card.  (The card can say anything and be in English or Spanish.  Write something nice about my class or me.)  The second make-up is by giving me a handshake.  So students get 4 free (easy to make-up) págames.

5. After the four free ones, students make-up págames by writing 100 word essays.  Each essay makes up one págame. 

6. Maximum two págames per day.  On the 3rd págame, the student goes sits in the hall or goes to Mr. Lee’s office. 

7. You can make up a maximum of 2 págames per week.

8. Students can speak English if they raise their hand or need to ask a question about Spanish.

9. Students are able to take a “day off” and work on homework or sleep.  This costs 2 págames for the first day off and the following for each subsequent day off:

2nd day off: 3 págames

3rd day off: 4 págames

4th day off: 5 págames

5th day off: 6 págames

6th day off: 7 págames

7th day off: 8 págames

8th day off: 9 págames


So taking off 8 days costs 45 págames.  This would require 4,000 words of writing to make them up.

______________________________________




Student Signature and Date
