Europeans established colonies in North America for religious and economic reasons.

The Colonies

· ROANOKE ISLAND (LOST COLONY)

· Established as an economic venture

· Present day North Carolina

· Three years after leaving Roanoke Island to go back to England for more supplies a ship returned to find the colony abandoned

· The only clue to their disappearance was the word “CROATOAN” carved into a tree nearby.

· JAMESTOWN COLONY 1607
· Economic venture for the Virginia Company of London

· 1st permanent English settlement in North America

· John Smith was the leader (He told the colonists “if you don’t work, then you don’t eat”)

· PLYMOUTH COLONY

· Settled by Separatists (a.k.a. Pilgrims) from the Church of England who wanted to avoid religious persecution (worship freely without punishment) by separating from the Church of England

· Arrived on the Mayflower in 1620 and wrote the Mayflower Compact

· William Bradford was the leader

· MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY

· Settled by the Puritans who wished to worship freely and purify the Church of England (return to its old ways)

· John Winthrop was the leader
· PENNSYLVANIA

· Settled by Quakers who wished to worship without interference

· William Penn was the leader
· GEORGIA

· James Oglethorpe was the leader
· Settled by people who had been in debtor’s prisons in England, wishing to have economic freedom in the New World
Social Groups in the colonies

· LARGE LANDOWNERS:  

· Lived predominately (mostly) in the South

· Relied on indentured servants and/or slaves for labor

· Some were educated

· Rich social life

· FARMERS:

· Worked the land according to the region in which they lived

· Relied on family members for labor
· ARTISANS(skilled craftsmen):

· Worked as craftsmen in towns and on the plantation

· Lived in small villages and cities

· WOMEN:

· Worked as caretakers, house-workers, homemakers

· Could not vote

· Had few chances for an education

· INDENTURED SERVANTS:

· Men and women who did not have money for passage to the colonies and agreed to work without pay for the person who paid for their passage

· Free at end of contract (when debt was paid)

· SLAVES:

· Captured in Africa and sold to slave traders

· Shipped to colonies where they were sold into slavery (mainly on plantations of the south)

· Owned as property with no rights

· Children of slaves were born into slavery

Colonial Regions

INTERACTIONS OF PEOPLE & THE ENVIRONMENT
NEW ENGLAND

(MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, CONNECTICUT, & RHODE ISLAND)
MID-ATLANTIC

(NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY,  PENNSYLVANIA, & DELAWARE)
SOUTH

(MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA)

GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE
--Appalachian Mountains, Boston Harbor, hilly terrain, rocky soil, jagged coastline

--Moderate summers, cold winters
--Appalachian Mountains, coastal lowlands (harbors & bays, wide & deep rivers), rich farmland

--Moderate climate
--Appalachian Mountains, Piedmont, Atlantic Coastal Plain, good harbors, rivers

--Humid climate

ECONOMY
--Fishing, shipbuilding industry & naval supplies, trade & port cities

--Skilled craftsmen & shopkeepers
--Livestock and grain trading

--Unskilled & skilled workers 

--Fishermen
--Large farms/plantations, cash crops, wood products, small farms

--Slavery

SOCIAL LIFE
--Church and village were center of life

--Religious reformers & separatists
--Villages & cities

--Varied & diverse lifestyles

--Diverse religions
--Plantations (slavery), mansions, indentured servants, few cities, few schools

--Church of England

POLITICAL & CIVIC LIFE
--Town meetings
--Market towns
--Counties

England’s Control over the colonies

Tried to control the colonies economically and politically.

Economic relationships

· England imposed strict control over trade.


· England taxed the colonies after the French and Indian War.


· Colonies traded raw materials for goods.


Political relationships

· English laws enforced by Governors

· Colonial governors were appointed by the king or by the proprietor.


· Colonial legislatures made laws for each colony and were monitored by colonial governors.  However, their laws and taxes could be vetoed by the king.

Quarter Three Study Guide


Colonial America








