Ms. Payton                              e-mail apayton@mpcsd.org
                            phone (650) 326-4341 x 302
       

                               Website http://www.quia.com/pages/payton8thgrade.html





Science is fun!  Science is interactive!  Science can be messy. ( I want to make sure that everyone in the classroom (including me) has a great year in science.  Here is a copy of my expectations of you as a student, and a copy of my procedures for class.  Please read through this carefully with your parents and sign at the bottom.  I will collect this copy and give you a new copy to keep in your binder.
MY GOAL

My goal for this year is to have all my students learn science, be challenged at various times, succeed at various times, enjoy the process of science and learn to appreciate the world around them.  Science comes more naturally to some kids than others but that does not preclude anyone from enjoying the experience of science class.  Perseverance can be more important than brilliance, and I will strive to help my students learn to persevere while working with them to all become more brilliant in science.  I will approach each interaction with parents and students will an open mind and positive intent and look forward to meeting all of you.
EXPECTATIONS

1. Accept responsibility for your actions.
2. Respect everyone.  Understand that everyone has the right to learn and feel safe.

3. Cooperate, participate and learn.

GRADING and GRADING POLICY
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LATE WORK 

As in all previous years of science at Hillview you will receive 2 late passes.  They may not be used for assignments over 1 week late or more than 25 points.
EXTRA CREDIT 
Extra credit will be offered throughout the year as it applies to the topics we are discussing in class.  No student may acquire more than 10 points in extra credit per trimester.  Students will not be offered “emergency extra credit” at the end of the trimester. 

TESTS 

 Tests are given on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  If a student is absent the day of the test they will be expected to take the test upon their return to school. 
HOMEWORK, MAKE UP and ABSENCES

1. Daily assignments are always on the homework board in my room.  You are expected to write down your homework assignments daily or call a friend.

2. You are responsible for the work that you miss due to illness as outlined in the handbook.  Look in the Today in Science binder to find out what you missed.
PLAGERISM

All student work is expected to be his or her own.  Consequences for cheating are outlined in the student handbook and are applied to student’s copying each other’s work as well as copying material from the internet or books and magazines.   

DISRUPTIONS and LAB SAFETY
 
All students have the right t learn and be safe.  If your behavior interferes with those rights you will face consequences.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY AND CONTACTING ME

The middle school years are years of change.  One of the most important qualities a child can develop in this time is self advocacy.  If your child wants to do better in science, has a question about a grade, feels uncomfortable with a lab partner or has another concern about the class please encourage them to talk to me before stepping in.  I want to help your children learn this valuable skill and help them to be more self confident.  I am always here at recess and can meet with anyone at lunch if they arrange it with me beforehand.  Student’s can also e-mail me, my e-mail address is apayton@mpcsd.org.   


I look forward to a productive year with all of you. 







Sincerely,








Ms. Payton

We have read and discussed the Rules and Expectations for Ms. Payton’s classroom.
Student Name (please print)



Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

_____________________________

___________________________

Student Signature




Parent or Guardian Signature

_____________________________

____________________________

