COURSE TITLE: Contemporary World Issues (2009-2010)

TEACHER: Ms. Ashley Kirst

TEACHER AVAILABILITY:  It is best to make arrangements one day in advance to set up a mutually convenient time either before or after school.  The teacher can be found before or after school in room 134, the Social Studies Office.  Messages can be left for the teacher at extension 277. The teacher can also be reached by email at akirst@saintviator.com.  A website with class information, assignment sheets and study guides can be found at http:/www.quia.com/pages/akirsthome.html
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is a study of current issues that are of world, national, or local importance, and have contemporary historical significance.  Particular attention is given to events of political, geographic, social, and economic significance in respect to the shaping of the world around us.  The following topics are a sample of addressed issues:  Constitutional rights, domestic social issues, economic development, science & technology, human rights, global environment, defense, United States foreign policy, and peace initiatives.  These are all issues that affect students directly or indirectly and cannot be ignored as one enters adulthood as a citizen of the global American society.  In addition to the required textbook and various media sources are used as references.  Note-taking, discussion, research, and critical thinking skills will be emphasized.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:
1. Text Books: Current Issues: 2009-2010, 33rd Annual Edition.  Close Up Press, Alexandria, 2009. 
(Please note: This book will be available for purchase at the end of August for approximately $40.00)
2. 1 ½ inch binder with pockets.
3. Dividers: Notes, Handouts, Journals, Tests, and Project.

4. School issued agenda

5. Flash drive / Jump drive

6. Pen, pencil, with college ruled loose-leaf paper

These required materials are expected to be brought to class every day- No exceptions.
COURSE GOALS:
By the end of the course the student should be able to:

1. Explore, debate, and evaluate multiple perspectives on current world issues. 
2. Connect historical events and relationships to the understanding of current world issues. 

3. Understand the relationships and contributions of social, political, economic, geographic and security components to any topic. 

4. Assess the relevance of contemporary world issues to the formulation of American values and priorities.

5. Evaluate the role the United States possesses in the world and its impact on other nations.

6. Possess clear oral and written communication skills in order to research, discuss, and analyze various sides of an issue. 
7. Exhibit conflict-resolution skills that lead to possible logical solutions. 
8. Demonstrate a firm understanding of research techniques.

9. Access and analyze various media sources. 
CLASSROOM POLICY AND PROCEDURES

1. Bring required materials to class each day.

2. Students will sit down in assigned seats at the beginning of class. Any student not in their assigned seat at the bell will be considered tardy.

3. Students entering class after the bell are required to have a pass from the Dean of Students. Three unexcused tardies will result in a detention.

4. Students are expected to take notes and participate in class activities each day.

5. Students are expected to respect each other and the teacher.

6. Eating, drinking, gum chewing, applying make-up, using cell phones, ipods, or any disruptive devices is not allowed.

7. Students must be in dress code when entering the classroom.

8. Students caught cheating (using another’s work, supplying work to another, plagiarizing, handing in textbook notes found on the internet, etc.) will be dealt with according to the school’s academic dishonesty policy.

9. All other school rules apply in this class.

HOMEWORK POLICY

1. There will be nightly reading assignments in the text to prepare students for the next class. Students are therefore expected to take the textbook home each night and to school each day to complete homework and prepare for tests.

2. Homework assignments will not be accepted late. (If for any reason a student does not have their homework due to extenuating circumstances and does not wish to be penalized they must see the teacher before school to discuss the matter.)

3. Major projects must be submitted to www.turnitin.com and submitted to the teacher in hard copy.  You will receive more information on this at a later date.

4. Major projects such as research papers will be accepted late, but will loose 10% for each day they are late. For example the highest grade a project turned in one day late can receive is a 90%, two days late 80%, three days late 70%, etc.

5. Written homework will be collected at the beginning of class.

6. Pop quizzes may be given on the homework.

7. Tests will be announced in advance.

8. Any assignment turned in without a name on it or not in blue or black ink will loose a point.

EVALUATION/GRADES

1. The school’s grading scale will be used and percentages will be determined from a running total of points.

2. Each quarter counts as 40% of the student’s semester grade and the final exam counts as 20% of the student’s semester grade.
ATTENDANCE/ABSENCE

1. Students are responsible for making up all missed work.

2. Students are to see the teacher before school on the day of their return in order to schedule makeup work and tests. Approaching the teacher during class regarding makeup work is not acceptable.

3. All work assigned prior to a student’s absence is due the day the student returns to class. Assignments can be found on the teacher’s website.

4. Work missed due to an extended absence will be dealt with on an individual basis. Arrangements must be made with the teacher the morning the student returns to school.

5. The teacher must be notified in advance of student field trips, retreats, or vacations. If the student is in the building at all during the school day any homework that is due that day is expected to be turned in to the teacher.  Otherwise, homework, papers, tests, quizzes that were assigned ahead of time are due the day he or she returns.  

Nota Bene:  The teacher reserves the right to amend these expectations throughout the year/semester as needed.

COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction: A Course Overview
Topic 1: An approach to examining, reflecting upon, and discussing controversial issues.

Topic 2: Institutional impact on American perspectives: government, religion, etc.
Topic 3: Defining media bias & examining photojournalism (Chapter 20).
Unit 1: The U.S. Domestic System

Chapter 1: The Federal Government: People, Structure & Key Principles

Chapter 2: The Federal Budget and National Spending Priorities

Chapter 3: The U.S. Economy: Recession, Bailouts & Global Impact

Chapter 9: Individual Rights

Unit 2: Public Policy Choices

Public Policy Project (ongoing) 

Chapter 4: Health Care

Chapter 5: Education

Chapter 6: Energy & the Environment
Chapter 7: Immigration

Chapter 8: Work and Economic Security

Unit 3: The U.S. International System

Chapter 10: Foreign Policy – Key Principles and Players

Chapter 11: U.S. Role in the Global Economy

Chapter 19: National Defense in the Era of Terrorism

Unit 4: Foreign Policy Choices

Chapter 12: The Middle East

Chapter 13: Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan

Chapter 14: Israel and Palestine

Chapter 15: Russia and Europe

Chapter 16: China, Japan, and North Korea

Chapter 17: The Americas

Chapter 18: Africa
