Ms. Kirst

Contemporary World Issues

Policy Project
Objective: Choose a current issue affecting the United States or the World and develop and influence the current public or foreign policy on that issue. 

· Topic choices will be due on Wednesday, September 30th in writing. 
· Topic choices must be from the approved topic list and must disclose a rationale as to why that topic was chosen.

· Value: 5 points

Steps: In order to influence the current policy on a chosen issue the following steps must be taken.  

1. Identify the problem – Due Thursday, October 1st 
· Directive: Once an issue is chosen the problems associated with the issue must be identified. 

· Presentation Method: A one-page briefing will be submitted identifying overall problem that exists and with justification for action needed to be taken.

· Value: 10 points
2. Provide evidence that the problem exists – Due Thursday, October 8th
· Directive: Gather evidence from five (5) separate sources to prove that the problem does exist.  
· Presentation Method: A “Source Analysis” will be completed for each source.  Information must be from a VARIETY of CREDIBLE sources.
· The following types of sources MUST be used: Current Issues text (or encyclopedia – NO WIKIPEDIA), book on the topic, and an academic journal.
· Value: 50 points
3. Identify underlying factors that contribute to the problem – Due Friday, October 23rd 
· Directive: Identify all the elements that contribute to the problem.  These may include economic, political, geographic, emotional, cultural, or sociological factors.
· Presentation Method: An Underlying Factors Chart will be completed explaining each of the underlying factors.

· Value: 10 points
4. Describe the current policy – Due Thursday, November 19th  
· Directive: Discuss what is currently being done to “solve” this problem.  This will usually consist of identifying the steps the government is taking to deal with this issue.  Consider all levels of government: local, state, federal, or international; as well as executive, legislative, judicial decisions regarding this problem.
· Presentation Method: A three to five page research paper will be presented discussing the current issue and policies that exist. 

· Within the research paper the following will ALSO be provided:

· Title Page: Topic, author’s name, course/project, and date.

· Introduction with thesis statement evaluating the effectiveness of the current policies.  

· Conclusion
· Bibliography with Parenthetical Citations (internal citations, MLA style)
· Value: 100 points
5. Choose the best policy alternative – Due Thursday, December 10th  
· Directive: Research and consider three (3) possible policy alternatives that might deal with the problem more effectively.  Consider each of the alternatives in light of the following factors: effectiveness, feasibility, expense, and side effects.  Choose the best policy alternative out of the three and justify that decision.  
· Presentation Method: Complete the “Policy Alternative” Worksheet—documentation of research must be provided.
· Value: 25 points
6. Raise public support – Due Monday, January 4th 
· Directive: Persuade others to understand your point of view.  
· Presentation Methods:
1. Brochure: Identify the problem and evidence that it exists, current policies, and policy alternatives.  Persuasive brochures will disclose reasons as to why this is a problem Americans MUST pay attention to as well.  See brochure format for more information.
2. PowerPoint Presentation – A presentation will be given to the class to outline the problem, research, current policy, and chosen policy alternative. See PowerPoint format for more information.
· Values: Brochure – 50 points / PowerPoint Presentation – 25 points 
7. Lobby public officials – Due Monday, January 11th 
· Directive: Choose the proper government official to express your concerns and beliefs on your issue.  
· Presentation Method:  In a formal letter disclose the problem, viewpoints on current policy alternatives, and what you would like this representative to do about the issue (best policy alternative).  Note: A self-addressed stamped envelope must be provided upon completion.
· Value: 25 points 
Please Note: Since this project will be completed in increments only assignments valued at 25 points or above may be submitted late.  Remember, late assignments will have a 10% point reduction for each day late.

TOTAL VALUE OF POLICY PROJECT = 300 points

One final note….When preparing ANY writing assignment for this project please keep in mind the following (points will be deducted for failure to follow these directions): 
1. When things are typed…please use one-inch margin, font letters in 12 point Times New Roman, page numbering, and double spacing.
2. Please remember you are juniors and seniors. Write like it…
· Please don’t use contractions – they look bad!  Choose descriptive words: don’t use words like “bad.”  
· Watch the tense you used (past, present, or future). 
· Please avoid run on sentences because run-ons are not a good way to write they are a bad way to write and they make you sound like you don’t know what the heck is going on.  
· No fragments – bad.  
· Wach you’re speling. 
· I don’t think you should use first or second person.  I feel your paper must be in third person. 
· Can you ask a question without an answer? No. 
(Yes, I am aware I did everything I told you not to.  I am illustrating a point).
Ms. Kirst

Contemporary World Issues

List of Approved Topics for the Policy Project
Federal Government

Torture of Political Prisoners

Supreme Court Nominations

Federal Budget

Entitlement Spending

Federal Deficit 

Tax Increases/Reductions 
Economy

Bailouts

Regulating Financial Markets

World Trade Policies

Individual Rights

Family Planning & Abortion Rights

Gay Marriage

2nd Amendment Rights

Freedom of Speech Issues

GITMO & Habeus Corpus
Gender Inequality

Affirmative Action
Healthcare

Healthcare Reform Efforts & Plans

Sex Education

Obesity

FDA and Regulation of Foods/Drugs

Education
NCLB

Funding Public Schools

Charter Schools & Vouchers

Energy & Environment

Biofuels

Global Climate Change

Waste & Environment
Immigration

Illegal immigration

Work & Economic Security

Workers Rights

Welfare for Americans
Homelessness
Foreign Policy
Unilateral vs. Multilateral Decisions

Foreign Aid Qualifications

Forming alliances with other nations

National Defense

Surveillance of Citizens

Preemptive Strike as a policy of defense

Methods of dealing with Terrorism

Weapons Proliferation
Reduction of nuclear weapons

U.S. sale of armaments

Middle East

Iran & nuclear proliferation

Lebanon & Hezbollah

Current Policy in Iraq

Current Policy in Afghanistan

Terrorism, Pakistan & Aid

Arab-Israeli Conflict & U.S. Policy

Europe & Russia
Expansion of NATO membership

U.S. Russian Relations
Cross Atlantic financial regulations

Kosovo

Northern Ireland

Chechnya & Georgia

Asia

Japan & Remilitarization

North Korea & Nuclear Proliferation

Free Trade & China

Policies in Taiwan

Latin America

Economic Sanctions against Cuba

War on Drugs (Columbia, Mexico)

Dealing with Venezuela & Chavez

Africa
U.S. Developmental Policies
AIDS 

Sudan / Darfur

Zimbabw

