Ms. Kirst
Contemporary World Issues

Study Guide for Unit 4 Test
1. Students will be asked to discuss the following topics in a short answer test. 
2. Students will be given four short answer questions each valued at ten points each.
3. Please note that to receive a passing score students must be able to 
· demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the topic 
· express their viewpoint on the issue
4. Students will be allowed to utilize one 3X5 note card will be allowed to make note of important terms and ideas (must be handwritten, not typed).  
Available Topics for Short Answer Response
Discuss the current U.S. relationship with one of the following countries (one will be chosen by the instructor): Iran, Israel, Iraq, or Afghanistan.  Within your response please explain how this current relationship has evolved (history).  To conclude discuss the impact this country has on world and U.S. affairs.

Describe the evolution (history) of the EU and assess its future impact on the world.  Are the alliances with “old Europe” no longer useful to the United States (discuss those alliances)?  In your opinion, how will U.S. foreign policy transform itself as the EU evolves?

Assess the current situation in North Korea paying careful attention to their domestic and international affairs.  Why is the world community concerned with North Korea’s actions (HINT: Examine Totalitarianism worksheet)?  What should the role of the U.S. be in terms of dealing with North Korea?
Discuss the evolution of the relationship between the U.S. and China from the establishment of the People’s Republic of China to the present day.  Discuss factors within the U.S. and China that has caused this shift in their relationship.  In your opinion, is the current relationship the U.S. has with China justified?  Explain.  
The problems in Africa in the 21st century stem from the age of imperial rule.  Please support this statement with three specific examples discussed in class.  Within your response one example must be a country in Africa that still suffers from problems created by Imperial rule.
Why have Latin American nations turned to socialism in place of capitalism in recent years? Please provide a specific example of a Latin American nation that has turned to socialism? What ramifications has this shift had on this nation and its interactions with the U.S.?  In conclusion, do you believe that there is still hope in Latin America for capitalism to thrive? Why or why not (provide an example)? 

Studying Hint:  Review your study guides for each section, notes, video worksheets, handouts, and quizzes.  Questions asked will primarily be based on material emphasized in class and in readings.  

GRADING RUBRIC for ESSAY EXAM
Score of 10
· Answers the specific central question that was asked 

· Incorporates pertinent and detailed information from both class discussions and assigned readings (whenever applicable), providing needed evidence. 

· Maintains focus/avoids being sidetracked by tangents 

· Presents all information clearly and concisely and in an organized manner 

· Does much more than merely restate the question and offer a brief response 

· Avoids distracting grammar/spelling/etc. problems 

Score of 8
· Answers the specific central question asked but not as well as a 10 point essay.

· Incorporates some information from class discussion and assigned readings, providing some necessary evidence, but less thoroughly and/or relevantly than an 10 point essay 

· Usually maintains focus, but may occasionally digress from the specific topic 

· Presents information fairly clearly and concisely, and may have minor organization problems 

· Does more than merely restate the question and offer a brief response 

· May contain a few distracting grammar/spelling/etc. problems 

Score of 6
· Addresses the specific central question asked in part, but does not relate directly to the question or does not address all required elements 

· Does not adequately incorporate information from class discussion and assigned readings, and may rely on unsupported statements or generalities 

· Sometimes strays from the specific topic (more often than a 10 point essay) 

· Presents information in a manner that is sometimes unclear, and/or has significant organization problems 

· May merely restate the question and offer a brief, undeveloped response 

· May contain a few or a significant number of distracting grammar/spelling/etc. problems 

Score of 4
· Does not directly answer the specific central question asked 

· Does not incorporate information from class discussion and assigned readings, or does so minimally and/or irrelevantly  

· Substantially digresses from the specific topic 

· Has significant problems with clarity, concision, and organization, making the information presented difficult for the reader to understand 

· May merely restate the question and offer an irrelevant or undeveloped response 

· May contain substantial distracting grammar/spelling/etc. problems that muddle the information presented 

Score of 2
· Does not answer the specific central question in any way 

· Does not incorporate information from pertinent class discussion and/or assigned readings 

· Provides no information that can be understood or related to the specific topic 

· May lack any recognizable organization 

· May contain enough distracting grammar/spelling/etc. problems to make it substantially incomprehensible [image: image1.png]



