National Honor Society Induction Basics

Class of 2010

Thursday, April 23, 2009 – 7:00 PM

Dress:  Young men wear nice clothes with ties, and young ladies wear modest skirts/dresses or slacks (dress appropriately from a church service rather than for a dance).  Please note: Students will be walking up and down stairs to receive their pins and roses, please wear appropriate shoes.

Arrival:  Arrive by 6:45 pm on Thursday evening, in time to greet others, get a program, and find seating with your family before our 7:00 start time.

Seating:  Please sit with your family during the ceremony.  Every other row is reserved and remains empty so that you have room later to walk through and present the rose(s).

CEREMONY

Music Prelude, Introductions & Prayer 
Candle Lighting Ceremony: Each officer reads aloud the characteristics of an NHS member and lights the appropriate candle off the candle of knowledge.

Membership pins and cards:  As your name is called come up the stairs to the right as you approach the stage.  Shake hands as you receive your membership pin and card, move across the stake and take the rose(s) reserved for your family.

Roses:  Going down the empty row in front of your family, present parent/family member/guardian with a rose as a token of your appreciation for their support throughout the years.  After you present the rose(s), sit down right there in the empty row in front of your family; eventually inductees are all seated on the once-empty rows.
Pledge: Students are called forward as a group.  Go up the stairs on that side of the audience on which you were seated.  With half the students entering from each side, the stage should be filled from the middle in rows of two or three, with taller students moving to the rear.  Our NHS president leads everyone in saying the pledge. (A copy of the pledge is on the back side of this sheet for your reference and will be printed on the programs for the induction ceremony)
Closing Remarks/Solemn Blessing/Recession:  During final remarks by Mrs. Manno, our musicians take their places in the pit.  Following her remarks, the recessional song is played, but students remain on the stage throughout.  Instructions for how to line up for a group photo are then made.  Following photos, everyone is invited to proceed to the cafeteria for refreshments.
Pledge

I pledge myself to uphold the high purposes of the National Honor Society to which I have been selected.

I will be true to the principles for which it stands; 

I will be loyal to my school,

And I will maintain and encourage high standards of scholarship, service, leadership, and character.

I, being aware of the honor which is being bestowed upon me by my selection for membership in the National Honor Society,

Do hereby pledge loyalty to this organization.

It shall be my earnest purpose to give unsparingly of my time and energy toward the promotion of all school activities.

I will strive to be at all times a model student.

I pledge to maintain my high scholastic standing;

To hold as fundamental and worthy an untarnished character; 

To endeavor intelligently and courageously to be a leader;

And to give of myself freely in service to others.

In doing so, I shall prove myself worthy of a place in the National Honor Society.

