Answers to the Chapter 13 Assessment
(page 460; #1-16)

Terms & People

1. The Bessemer process improved the production of steel; U.S. industries became leaders in steel production.

2. a legal entity that allows a business to be owned by a group of people; Possible responses: corporations paid workers the lowest possible  wages and advertised their products widely to increase profits.
3. Andrew Carnegie practiced vertical integration, a practice in which businesses control all phases of production of a product. John D. Rockefeller practiced horizontal integration, in which a business buys many firms in the same business in order to maximize profits. He then used vertical integration to expand the Standard Oil Empire.
4. Chicago’s Haymarket Riot grew out of a strike situation in which workers were demonstrating for an eight hour workday. The violence resulted in the dissolution of the Knights of Labor and the public’s association of labor unions with violence. 

5. Eugene V. Debs was the head of the American Railway Union. The government arrested him for his involvement in the strike.
Focus Questions 

6. Industrialization and technology affected the economy by introducing new industries, improving transportation and communication, and introducing mass production. These changes shifted the population from rural to urban areas and polluted the environment. 

7. Big business manipulated markets to maximize profits, formed corporations to avoid losses, created monopolies and cartels, and used vertical integration to control markets and eliminate competitors. These tactics often favored national businesses to the detriment of local, family-owned businesses. 

8. Labor unions gave exploited workers a means of negotiating with big business to protect each worker’s health, safety, and livelihood. Because the government was slow to provide safeguards for worker safety, labor unions used confrontation to draw attention to the condition of industrial laborers.
Critical Thinking
9. Sample response: “Rags to riches” was a result of industrialization. The idea was based on the fact that industrialization caused some people to rise to great wealth, providing hope that others could do the same. 
10. because industrialists could profit from new inventions that could be applied to industry 
11. The growth of railroad technology connected the country and allowed people to travel more. It changed business because goods and raw materials could be transported less expensively over longer distances in a shorter period of time. 
12. Social Darwinism indicates that some Americans of the period believed that the disadvantaged deserved their poverty, allowing the wealthy to justify their success. 
13. use his or her fortune to fund methods of aiding the poor, perhaps by promoting universal health care and free clinics
14. At isolated work sites, workers were forced to rent company-owned housing and buy provisions at company stores. Critics adopted the phrase “wage slavery” because workers could acquire huge debts by paying the company’s high prices and would be unable to leave their jobs until the debts were paid. 
15. Possible response: Marx and Engels might have used their intelligence to create new inventions. However, they would not have become entrepreneurs because they would not have wanted to exploit workers to make money. They might have created cooperatives that would benefit all the workers in a particular type of business. 
16. Mary Harris would have been involved in the Knights of Labor because the American Federation of Labor excluded women. The AFL also limited itself to specific crafts, and so would not have represented coal miners and other unskilled workers.
Answers to the Chapter 14 Assessment

(page 488; #1-16)

Terms & People

1. “New” immigrants were those who came to the United States in the late 1800s and early 1900s; in general, they came from southern or eastern Europe, were primarily Jewish or Catholic, were poor, and were also unskilled. 

2. These two immigration stations were entry points at which many immigrants stopped to be examined and questioned before they were allowed into the country.
3. Mass transit refers to public transportation systems that carry large numbers of people fairly inexpensively; mass transit dispersed urban populations, causing middle and upper middle-class people to move outward from the central cities to nearby outer areas called streetcar suburbs. 

4. The Gilded Age was a name for the last decades of the nineteenth century in America, during which some people saw American society as “gilded,” or having a glittering surface and a rotten core. 

5. Pulitzer and Hearst were publishers of rival sensationalistic newspapers. Their emphasis on controversy and scandal increased the number of people reading daily newspapers.

Focus Questions
6. Immigrants came to the United States for the opportunity to own land, to find better-paying jobs, for religious and political freedom, or because they were pushed from their homelands by political upheaval, religious persecution, wars, or land reform. These people helped build America, influenced politics, and added their traditions to American culture. 

7. Challenges included crowded, substandard tenement housing; filthy city streets; danger from fires in crowded housing; and street crime and violence. Solutions included city-regulated housing; the creation of a sanitation department and the installation of new sewage systems; the organization of professional firefighting departments; and the organization of city police forces. 

8. Cities offered the middle class a wider range of goods from department stores, factory-made clothing, prepackaged food, indoor plumbing, and access to new forms of entertainment such as amusement parks and motion pictures.

Critical Thinking
9. The immigrant children are holding American flags, showing the connection they feel to their new country. 
10. Sample answer: Because urban-dwelling immigrants often lived in neighborhoods with others from their homeland, their transition to life in the United States may have been less jarring. On the other hand, it may have been more difficult for them to make the transition because they retained native languages and traditions, postponing their assimilation into American society. 
11. Settlement house workers welcomed immigrants and helped them adjust to life in the United States. Nativists resented the arrival of immigrants and sometimes acted with hostility toward them. 
12. Rural Americans were attracted to cities by a wider range of available jobs and other opportunities. They had more hope of improving their standard of living and moving into the middle class. They also wanted the educational opportunities and access to cultural and social activities that city life could offer them and their children. 
13. Sample answer: An important step was the creation of a sewage system; it removed filth and waste from the city, improving sanitation and decreasing the spread of disease. 
14. Yes; millions of people from other nations came to the United States and, over time, were able to improve the standard of living for their families. 
15. Public high schools emphasized subjects such as woodworking and science. These classes taught skills that would create a better educated and more skilled workforce. Schools also taught subjects such as civics and English, which were meant to help Americanize immigrants and shape them into good citizens. 
16. The wider availability of jobs allowed many people to increase their standard of living and move into the middle class. With more disposable income, members of the middle class were able to enjoy many new forms of entertainment.

