Answers to the Chapter 15 Assessment

(page 516; #1-14)

Terms & People

1. A cash crop is one raised solely for sale. Because of its dependence on cotton, the Southern economy was threatened with collapse when the price of cotton fell. 

2. The Sand Creek Massacre occurred in 1864, when Colorado militia attacked and killed innocent Cheyenne and Arapahoe people who were under the protection of the U.S. Army. This violence caused another round of warfare because Native Americans joined forces to stop white settlement. 

3. This event occurred in 1890 in South Dakota, and was a massacre of 100 Native American men, women, and children by U.S. cavalry who wanted to stop the Ghost Dance rituals. The massacre ended the Ghost Dance War and most resistance to white encroachment. 

4. The transcontinental railroad was the rail link between the East and the West. It intensified settlement of the West. 

5. Passed in 1862, the Homestead Act offered 160-acre plots of land to those who would live on the plot for five years, dig a well, and build a road.

Focus Questions

6. Some attempt was made to diversify southern industry by using investment capital from the North; however, southern farmers suffered because of the continued dependence on cotton as the main cash crop. African Americans gained access to education, but later their rights were limited by localized segregation and by the terror tactics of groups such as the Ku Klux Klan. 

7. Native Americans lost their lands, their ways of life, and often their lives. 

8. mining interests and companies, the extension of the railroads and the completion of the transcontinental railroad, the Indian Wars, cattle ranching, and homesteading 

Critical Thinking
9. an increase in democracy and the diversification of industry; no, not immediately 
10. The rulings weakened the Civil Rights Act of 1875 by establishing that local governments did not have to enforce the act. As a result, local white people could legally segregate the population on the basis of race. 
11. because if Native Americans joined white society, they would be less likely to oppose it 
12. The Indian Wars were caused by increased white settlement on Native American land brought about by mining and ranching interests and the extension of the railroads. The effects were that most Native American groups lost their lands and were decimated by disease and despair; those who survived were relegated to reservations or forced to assimilate into white culture. 
13. The federal government wanted to facilitate the movement of goods and people from one coast to the other to grow the economy; the railroad provided jobs for immigrants, intensified settlement (which led to conflict with Native Americans), increased economic growth, and brought ten territories into the United States. 
14. Sample response: loss, sadness, isolation; the Native American is alone on the empty plain. In addition, at this time not many Plains people were left, so that fact makes the figure seem even more forlorn.

Answers to the Chapter 16 Assessment

(page 542; #1-13)

Terms & People

1. The poll tax was a fee that people had to pay in order to vote. Many African Americans could not afford to pay the tax. 

2. Las Gorras Blancas was a Mexican American group that waged guerrilla warfare against large ranchers in the Southwest. Its goal was to protest the unfair seizure of Mexican American-owned lands. 

3. The Pendleton Civil Service Act was a law designed to award certain government jobs on the basis of testing skills. The assassination of President Garfield and concerns over the corruption caused by the spoils system led to its passage. 

4. The gold standard was the backing of U.S. currency with gold. Business leaders supported it, but farmers did not. 

5. Bryan was the Democratic nominee for President in 1896 and 1900. Populists supported him because he shared many of their beliefs, including support for free silver.

Focus Questions

6. African Americans were forced to live under segregation, and their voting rights were limited. Chinese Americans were discriminated against and Chinese immigration ended. Mexican Americans often lost their land. Women were denied the right to vote. 

7. The spoils system led to corruption. To combat corruption, the political structure changed to award jobs on the basis of skill rather than on party loyalty or personal friendships. 

8. Farmers organized the Grange and Farmers’ Alliances, leading to the creation of the Populist Party, which supported economic and political reforms. Although the party did not survive, many of its ideas became law, and it persuaded politicians to listen to the common people.
Critical Thinking

9. Both men wanted to help African Americans achieve equal status in the United States. Washington believed that they could do so by focusing on economic advancement through vocational training. Du Bois believed that African American success should come through political rights. 
10. Yes; both groups worked to protect members’ rights and wanted the federal government to recognize the plight of people who had no voice in making or enforcing the laws. 
11. corrupt, with mainly local control and little significant action by the federal government 
12. No; the statement is sarcastic. The writer is expressing the view that the railroads and banks in Nebraska are making as much, if not more, money than farmers— and the writer probably means that the railroads and banks are taking profits away from farmers. 
13. (a) McKinley won in the Northeast and in most of the Midwest. (b) The Populist Party failed to win the election because McKinley won in the states that had the larger populations and thus more electoral votes. 

