Ms. Kirst
U.S. History 1860-WWII

Units 3-4

Extra Credit Opportunity: Writing about History

POSSIBLE POINTS: 20

Objective: Write an essay/story about one of the following

· Chapter 17: Reform efforts of the Progressive Era in the U.S. – Tell the story from the point of view of a historical individual or a fictional character of the period. See page 582 of text for further guidelines.
· Chapter 18: America’s emergence as a global power in the late 1800s and early 1900s – Write the essay from the point of view of an imperialist or an anti-imperialist.  See page 614 of text for further guidelines.
· Chapter 19: Cause and effect essay in which you explain how several different causes led to an event or trend that occurred during World War I – Consider one of the following topics: the stalemate on the Western Front, the increased role of women in the war effort, or the defeat of the Treaty of Versailles in the U.S.  See page 654 of text for further guidelines.
· Chapter 20: Comparison and contrast essay discussing the mass culture of the Gilded Age, the Twenties, and the present – Consider the role technology has on the changing social mores of each time period.

· Chapter 21: Comparison and contrast essay discussing the causes of the Crash of 1929 and the “Crash of 2008” – The conclusion must address the effects both had on the American society and economy.

Guidelines: To receive credit the following guidelines MUST be adhered to

· Each student MUST seek pre-approval of their extra credit assignment.  A proposal must be submitted by MONDAY, DECEMBER 7TH  containing the following

· Topic choice (chosen from one of the above) and rationale for that choice.

· List of the 10 key terms / people that will be used in the essay/story.

· Note: If pre-approval is not sought by the date above you WILL NOT be able to participate in this extra credit assignment.

· Each essay/story MUST contain the following

· Typed, 12 point Times New Roman Font, 1-inch margins, double spaced, and a minimum of 2 pages.

· Introduction must grab the reader’s interest and preview the rest of the story or essay (Hint: Essay map with thesis)

· Body paragraphs must utilize a minimum of 10 key terms/people from the corresponding chapter and must be historically accurate.

· Conclusion must address the historical significance of your topic.

· Proofread (no typos, spelling or grammatical errors), proper tense (will usually be written in the past tense) and written in 3rd person (Exception: Chapter 17 Progressive Story can be in 1st person).
· Note: If essays are not submitted by the due date below you WILL NOT be eligible for points for this extra credit assignment.
ESSAY DUE DATE: MONDAY, JANUARY 4TH
