Ms. Kirst
U.S. History 1860-WWII
Course Syllabus

COURSE TITLE: United States History 1860 to WWII (2011-2012)

TEACHER: Ms. Ashley Kirst
TEACHER AVAILABILITY:  Messages can be left for the teacher at extension 277. The teacher can also be reached by email at akirst@saintviator.com.  Please note that I only access email when inside the building.  Any email communication from a student must be administered through their school/parent approved email address and must be carbon copied to their parents—emails from students in any other manner will not receive a response.  It is best for students to make arrangements one day in advance to set up a mutually convenient time either before or after school if they need to meet outside class.  Additionally, a website with class information, assignment sheets and study guides can be found at http:/www.quia.com/pages/akirsthome.html
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This is a survey course covering the history of the country from the events leading up to the firing on Ft. Sumter in 1860 up to the U.S. involvement in World War II (1941). Students will be asked to examine the causes and effects of events in the history of our country while supporting them with basic vocabulary, facts, and dates, so that students will understand religious, social, economic and political forces that shaped the development of the United States up to the end of this period.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:
1. Textbook: United States History, Lapansky-Werner, Levy, Roberts & Taylor, Upper Saddle River, NJ, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2009.   
Please Note: The U.S. History textbook is a loaner book to students that they will checkout at the beginning of the semester.  It is the responsibility of the student to care for the book and return it in the same condition as when received at the end of the semester.  If the book is damaged and not able to be re-used, the student will have to pay the cost of replacing the book ($92.00).
2. One and a half inch binder with four dividers organized into units (#1-4).
3. School issued agenda

4. Flash Drive
5. Manila Folder labeled with student’s name
6. Pen, pencil, with college ruled loose-leaf paper

These required materials are expected to be brought to class every day- No exceptions.
COURSE GOALS:  By the end of the course the student should be able to
1. Analyze how local, state, and national governments serve the purposes for which they were created.  

2. Analyze ways in which federalism protects individual rights and promotes the common good and how at times has made it possible for states to protect and deny rights for certain groups.

3. Describe the meaning of participatory citizenship and analyze the consequences of participation and nonparticipation in the electoral process.

4. Analyze historical trends of United States foreign policy.  
5. Interpret how changing geographical, economic, technological, and social forces affect U.S. political ideas and traditions.  

6. Describe how U.S. political ideas, practices and technologies have extended rights for Americans in the 20th century. 

7. Analyze how inflation and interest rates affect consumer purchasing power.

8. Explain the effects of unemployment on the economy.

9. Analyze the impact of political actions and natural phenomena on producers and production decisions. 

10. Explain the importance of research, development, invention, technology, and entrepreneurship to the U.S. economy. 

11. Explain how government intervention with market prices can cause shortages or surpluses of a good or service. 

12. Describe the impact of worker productivity on business, the worker, and the consumer.

13. Explain why government may intervene in a market economy.  

14. Analyze and report historical events to determine cause-and-effect relationships.

15. Compare competing historical interpretations of an event.

16. Identify political ideas that have dominated U.S. historical eras.

17. Analyze worldwide consequences of isolated political events.

18. Analyze the relationship of an issue in world political history to the related aspects of world economic, social, and environmental history. 

19. Analyze the impact of westward expansion on the U.S. economy.  

20. Describe how American economic institutions were shaped by industrialists, union leaders, and groups including Southern migrants, Dust Bowl refugees, agricultural workers from Mexico, and female workers since 1914.

21. Explain how industrial capitalism became the dominant economic model in the world.

22. Describe the immediate and long range social impacts of slavery.  

23. Describe unintended social consequences of political events in U.S. history. 

24. Describe the causes and effects of conservation and environmental movements in the U.S., 1900 to present.

25. Describe how cultural encounters and migration among the peoples of the world affected the environment. 

CLASSROOM POLICY AND PROCEDURES

1. Bring required materials to class each day.

2. Students will sit down in assigned seats at the beginning of class. Any student not in their assigned seat at the bell will be considered tardy.

3. Students entering class after the bell are required to have a pass from the Dean of Students. Three unexcused tardies will result in a detention.

4. Students are expected to take notes and participate in class activities each day.

5. Students are expected to respect each other and the teacher.

6. Eating, drinking, gum chewing, applying make-up, using cell phones, ipods, or any disruptive devices is not allowed.

7. Students must be in dress code when entering the classroom.

8. Students are to complete their own work unless told they may work together on a specific assignment.  Additionally, assignments are to be in the students own words.  Students caught cheating (using another’s work, supplying work to another, working with a student when not specifically allowed, plagiarizing, improperly citing sources, handing in textbook notes found on the internet, etc.) will receive a grade of failure on the assignment and the school’s academic integrity process will be followed.

9. All other school rules apply in this class.

HOMEWORK POLICY

1. There will be nightly reading assignments in the text to prepare students for the next class. Students are therefore expected to take the textbook home each night and to school each day to complete homework and prepare for tests.

2. Homework assignments turned in 1-day late will have a 50% reduction in point value, and an additional 25% reduction for each subsequent day it is late. (If for any reason a student does not have their homework due to extenuating circumstances and does not wish to be penalized they must see the teacher before school to discuss the matter.)

3. Major projects must be submitted to www.turnitin.com and submitted to the teacher in hard copy.  You will receive more information on this at a later date.

4. Major projects such as research papers will be accepted late, but will loose 10% for each day they are late. For example the highest grade a project turned in one day late can receive is a 90%, two days late 80%, three days late 70%, etc.

5. Written homework will be collected at the beginning of class.

6. Pop quizzes may be given on the homework assignments
7. Tests will be announced in advance.

8. Any assignment turned in without a name on it will lose a point.

EVALUATION/GRADES

1. The school’s grading scale will be used and percentages will be determined from a running total of points.

2. Each quarter counts as 40% of the student’s semester grade and the final exam counts as 20% of the student’s semester grade.
ATTENDANCE/ABSENCE

1. Students are responsible for making up all missed work.

2. Students are to see the teacher before school on the day of their return in order to schedule makeup work and tests. Approaching the teacher during class regarding makeup work is not acceptable.

3. Make up tests will be offered in the testing center and are to be taken within the first two days of the student’s return from an absence.  These tests may contain information in a different format than the original test.

4. All work assigned prior to a student’s absence is due the day the student returns to class. Assignments can be found on the teacher’s website.

5. Work missed due to an extended absence will be dealt with on an individual basis. Arrangements must be made with the teacher the morning the student returns to school.

6. The teacher must be notified in advance of student field trips, retreats, or vacations. If the student is in the building at all during the school day any homework that is due that day is expected to be turned in to the teacher.  Otherwise, homework, papers, tests, quizzes that were assigned ahead of time are due the day he or she returns.  

Nota Bene:  The teacher reserves the right to amend these expectations throughout the year/semester as needed.

COURSE OUTLINE:  First Quarter
Introduction: Fundamentals of the American Institution
Defining Key Ideas: Democracy v. Republic, Nationalism v. Patriotism, and Federalism.
Basic Principals of American Government

Transmitting Founding Values into the Study of American History
A Brief Overview of U.S History to 1860
Unit 1: Civil War & Reconstruction
Chapter 10:  The Union in Crisis (1846-1861)
Slavery, States’ Rights, and Western Expansion—Federal Power and States’ Rights

A Rising Tide of Protest and Violence

Political Realignment Deepens the Crisis

Lincoln, Secession, and War
Chapter 11: The Civil War (1861-1865)
Resources, Strategies, and Early Battles
African Americans and the War
Life During the War 

Turning Points of the War

The War’s End and Impact

Chapter 12:  The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877)
Rival Plans for Reconstruction – A Lesson in Check’s and Balances
Reconstruction in the South
The End of Reconstruction

Unit 2:  Industrialization of the United States
Chapter 13: The Triumph of Industry (1865-1914)
Technology and Industrial Growth

The Rise of Big Business

The Organized Labor Movement – Examining Technology and Society

Chapter 14: Immigration and Urbanization (1865-1914)

The New Immigrants

Cities Expand and Change – Migration and Urbanization

Social and Cultural Trends

Chapter 15:  The South and the West Transformed (1865-1900)

The New South

Westward Expansion and the American Indians – Examining American Indian Policy

Transforming the West

Chapter 16: Issues of the Gilded Age (1877-1900)

Segregation and Social Tensions

Women in American Society

Political and Economic Challenges

Farmers and Populism
COURSE OUTLINE: Second Quarter

Unit 3: Emergence of the Modern United States
Chapter 17: The Progressive Era (1890-1920)
The Drive for Reform
Women Make Progress – Examining Social Problems and Reforms

The Struggle Against Discrimination

Roosevelt’s Square Deal

Wilson’s New Freedom
Chapter 18: An Emerging World Power (1890-1917)
Roots of Imperialism & Territorial Expansion of the United States

The Spanish-American War

The United States and East Asia

The United States and Latin America
Chapter 19: World War I

From Neutrality to War – Examining How America Goes to War
The Home Front

Wilson, War, and Peace

Effects of the War

Units 4:  Prosperity and Depression
Chapter 20:  The Twenties (1919-1929)
A Booming Economy
The Business of Government

Social and Cultural Tensions & Examining U.S. Immigration Policy

A New Mass Culture

The Harlem Renaissance
Chapters 21:  The Great Depression (1928-1932)

Causes of the Depression
Americans Face Hard Times

Hoover’s Response Fails

Chapter 22: The New Deal (1932-1941)

FDR Offers Relief and Recovery

The Second New Deal

Effects of the New Deal – Government’s Role in the Economy

Culture of the 1930’s
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