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Dear Parents,


Welcome back! We had a terrific start to the year.  With lots of love and support from our school family and our families at home, we hope to continue the enthusiasm and excitement for learning in our classrooms.  Listed below, you will find a brief description of our kindergarten curriculum. 

Religion
Books

· We Believe by Sadlier
· The Jesus Story by Mary and Herb Montgomery

· God’s Children –New Creation Series

Our religion program provides experiences to foster ideals, knowledge, understanding, and above all, build the firm foundations of faith and an earnest love of God.

Objectives:

-To recognize God as Creator, Jesus as God’s Son, and the Holy Spirit as God’s love

-To relate God’s goodness to all life

-To introduce Mary as Mother of Jesus

-To introduce prayer as an integral part of the day including spontaneous prayer, and encourage participation in Sunday worship

-To pray the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be

-To recognize God’s people as a special family and identify saints as friends of Jesus

-To recognize the gifts/talents God has given each one of us

-To demonstrate God’s love by helping and caring for others

-To introduce the Bible as a special book about God

-To identify Jesus as the sign of God’s love through Gospel stories

-To recognize that actions affect others and demonstrate a sense of accepting responsibility for individual actions

Evaluation:

As teachers, we observe the students’ behaviors to see that they demonstrate Christian principles, such as the following:


-love one another


-share with others


-help one another


-express sympathy


-express remorse


-work to resolve problems peacefully
Language Arts/Reading
Reading Program- Literacy Place

Phonics Program- Explode the Code 

Book Series

· Get Ready for the Code A (consonants b, f, k, m, r, t)

· Get Set for the Code B (consonants d, h, j, n, p, s)

· Go for the Code C (consonants c, g, l, q, v, w, x, y, z)

· Explode the Code (consonant review & short vowel sounds)
-listening skills

-rhyming skills

-phonemic awareness

-initial & final sounds

-letter recognition & spelling

-consonants & short vowel sounds

-blending letter sounds to read words

-concepts of word & sentences

-sight words

-basic punctuation: uppercase and lowercase letters, 

 period, question mark, & exclamation point

-guided reading

Handwriting
Writing Program-Zaner Bloser
-writing stations & journal books: correct formation of letters using various mediums (i.e. markers, crayons, finger paints, salt, jello, & shaving cream).
Language 
-articulate communication skills (i.e. describes, retells, recites, & explains efficiently)

Listening

-for appreciation and comprehension

-follow directions, retell stories, dramatize stories, predict endings, draw conclusions, discuss, express ideas, etc.

Math

Math Program-Harcourt Publishing
Students will each have an individual student edition chapter booklet for each chapter.  Our math program also contains a variety of manipulatives, such as: unifix cubes, teddy bear counters, pattern blocks, etc. for hands-on learning to motivate and engage the children.

The following skills will be taught this year:

-Sorting and Classifying




-Number Patterns
-Patterns






-Money and Time
-Numbers 0-5





-Measurement
-Numbers 6-10





-Data, Graphing, & Probability
-Geometry and Fractions



Addition & Subtraction
-Numbers 10-30

Social Studies
Social Studies Program- Macmillan/McGraw Hill 
The students will learn a variety of concepts while exploring literature, art activities, and group discussions.  The concepts include:
-Culture-Friends & Family

-Geography-Where We Live

-Government-Working Together

-Citizenship-I am a Citizen

-Economics-People Work

-History- Things Change

Science
Science Program- Harcourt School Publishers

The students will be learning about physical science, earth science, and life science as well as participating in hands-on learning experiences and experiments.  

The following concepts will be taught this year:

-Matter and Energy


-Earth and Space

-Force and Motion



-Animals and Plants

-Earth and Its Weather


-Habitats

Evaluation: As teachers, we will evaluate the children’s performance in language arts, reading, math, handwriting, social studies, and science with the following assessment tools:


-daily classroom observation


-performance checklists


-daily work


-small group work


-teacher assessments

-literacy/math centers

Report Card Grading Scale
M- Meets standard

P- Growth is progressing

I- Improvement needed

/- Skill not yet introduced

*This is your child’s first experience with a formal report card as a kindergarten student.  Please keep in mind that we are focusing on making progress in our curriculum.  We will be assessing your child’s on-going academic skills, socialization skills, and overall classroom performance throughout the school year.  Our goal is that your child has an “M” in each area on his/her report card.  However, a “P” in an area does not indicate a problem.  Rather, a “P” means that your child may need some extra help and/or practice with the skills listed under that particular category on the report card.  Any area that is marked with an “I” is an area of concern or an area in which improvement is needed.  When evaluating your child’s report card, please keep in mind that your child is still learning and adapting to the school environment.  We expect areas in which growth is needed during your child’s kindergarten year.  Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification or understanding when it comes to evaluating your child’s progress in our classroom.  We thank you in advance for your support, help, assistance, and communication throughout this school year. 
