Reading Strategies Poems

Some things your child should be doing at home:

Independent Strategies 
When I get stuck on a word in a book,
There are lots of things I can do.
I can do them all, please, by myself;
I don't need help from you. 
I can look at the picture to get a hint.
Or think what the story's about.
I can "get my mouth ready" to say the first letter. 
A kind of "sounding out".
I can chop up the words into smaller parts,
Like on or ing or ly,
Or find smaller words in compound words
Like raincoat and bumblebee.
I can think of a word that makes sense in that place,
Guess or say "blank" and read on
Until the sentence has reached its end,
Then go back and try these on:
"Does it make sense?"
"Can we say it that way?"
"Does it look right to me?"
Chances are the right word will pop out like the sun
In my own mind, can't you see? 
If I've thought of and tried out most of these things
And I still do not know what to do,
Then I may turn around and ask
For some help to get me through. 
Jill Marie Warner 

Reading Strategies Song
(to the tune of "I'm a Little Tea Pot) 
Look at the pictures, still no clue?
Read it again all the way through.
When you get to the place where you are stuck,
Get your mouth ready and the word pops up! 
(AND NOW... let's check it) 
Think about the word you're trying to say.
Does it make good sense? Does it sound okay?
Do all the letters look right to you?
These are the things good readers do! 
(STILL CAN'T GET IT?) 
Read it again all the way through.
When you come to the tricky part, don't get blue.
Get your mouth ready but go on by.
Read to the end then give it a try. 
(AND NOW...let's check it again) 
Think about the word you're trying to say
Does it make good sense? Does it sound okay?
Do all the letters look right to you?
These are the things good readers do! 

Now That I Can Read 
I used to need somebody 
To sit and read to me. 
I'd look at every page they read 
And listen carefully. 
But now that I am in first grade, 
I'm filling up a shelf 
With stories, poems, and other books 
That I can read myself. 

Emergent Reader Poem 
HELP!!! 
I'm trying hard to learn to read 
But what's a kid to do 
When there's a NO and a GO 
and a SO and a HO, 
And then there's a word like TO? 
Reading BONE and CONE and 
LONE and TONE 
Can almost be kind of fun, 
But I get upset when I have to believe 
That D-O-N-E spells DONE! 
It's plain to see a kid like me 
Sure needs a helping hand. 
No matter how much I really try 
I just don't understand. 
I'm trying hard to learn to read. 
Somehow that's what I'll do, 
But for now if you'll just read to me 
Someday I'll read to you! 

Funny Words
English has some funny words
They give my mind the jitters
They sound the same to you and me,
But are spelled with different letters.
There's see and sea
Ans be and bee
It's terrible confusing!
There's new and knew
And through and threw.
It's really not amusing!
There's deer and dear
And here and hear.
It's horribly disturbing!
There's there and their
And bare and bear.
It's really most perturbing!

English is a Pain (Pane)
Rain, reign, rein
English is a pain.
Although the words
Sound just alike,
The spelling's not the same.

Bee, be, b
I'd rather climb a tree
Than learn to spell
The same old word,
Not just one way, but three!

Sight, site, cite,
I try with all my might.
No matter which
I finally choose,
It's not the one that's right!

There, their, they're,
Enough to mak you swear.
Too many ways
To write the one sound,
I just don't think it's fair!

To, two, too
So what's a kid to do!
I think I'll go
To live on Mars
And leave this mess with ewe!
(you?)
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Let's figure it out - mathematically!

o Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week.
o Student B reads only 4 minutes a night...or not at all!

Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week.
Student A reads 20 min. x 5 times a week = 100 min./week
Student B reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes.

Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month.
Student A reads 400 minutes a month.
Student B reads 80 minutes a month.

Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 months/school year.

Student A reads 3600 min. in a school year.

Student B reads 720 min. in a school year.

Student A practices reading the equivalent of ten whole school days a year.
Student B gets the equivalent of only two school days of reading practice.

By the end of 6th grade if Student A and Student B maintain these same
reading habits, Student A will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school
days Student B will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days.

One would expect the gap of information retained will have widened
considerably and so, undoubtedly, will school performance. How do you think
Student B will feel about him/herself as a student?



