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Establishing Routines
In the first few weeks of school the teaching focus is classroom and school routines.  If routines are not established during this time, it will be difficult to teach lessons without interruptions.
Remember that when teaching classroom and school routines, kids need tasks broken down into small steps for them since multi-step directions are difficult to follow.  Role playing and modeling are much more effective than verbal instructions. Even small kids can be very independent if the teacher takes the time to teach for independence. Determine what you expect of students for a particular routine then teach the small steps toward the ultimate goal. Praise students when they are successful, and re-teach when students are not gaining independence. 
    Routines you may consider teaching:

Arrival (behavior or homework folder, notes from home, morning activity)

Dismissal

Signal for attention

Moving from table to whole group

Large group expectations

Moving from whole group to small group

Workstations (moving to and from, expectations in that area, clean up)

Lining up (lunch, specials, library, dismissal)

Reentering the classroom

Bathroom procedures

Water procedures

Lunch

Recess

Book handling
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