Geographical Current Events
About every other Friday, a geographical current event will be due in class.  Additionally, a few students will be asked to discuss their weekly article at random with the class.  The article can be about any geographical issue as long as it is does not have strong ties to the United States.  The article must be current (within the last few weeks) and be of appropriate length (at least two pages double-spaced in a Word document).  It must be submitted using a word processor.  The article cannot be a hard copy.  
To figure out if the article is long enough:

· Highlight the text, copy & paste it into Word

· Erase everything except for the text of the article (pictures, major breaks)

· Set everything to Times New Roman, 12 point font

· If the article is not two full pages, points will be taken off
The article must also be accompanied by a typed summary (minimum half page) and opinion (minimum half page).  A half page is defined as 12 lines of type.  All typed work must be double-spaced, in Times New Roman 12-point font, with regular margins.
Late work will be accepted for 10% off each day late.

All work needs to be cited appropriately.  We will talk about this in class.  Sentences that need citations and do not have them will have two points taken off.  Once the third instance of this occurs in a paper it will be marked a zero.

Rubric:

Total points – 30
Grammar, punctuation, spelling – 8 points
Summary


Length - 4


Encompasses major points, demonstrates comprehension of article - 8
Opinion (think about how your issue will affect people, regions, etc.)
Length - 4


Clearly defined point of view – 6
