Notes on Catholic Social Teaching
1.   Figures quoted in publications and online about numbers of people who live in poverty, die of hunger each year, or amounts of money spent on gas for cars, etc. are necessarily estimates when created and are constantly changing.  The exact values of these numbers are not important.  What IS important is that many of them indicate that large numbers of people are suffering from poverty, hunger, etc.  Catholic Social Teaching demands that we recognized the need and that each person is a child of God. In justice we must do what we can to meet their needs and alleviate their suffering.

2.   Catholic Social Teaching concerns itself with specific political and economic systems only in so far as they support or violate human rights.  Extreme forms of capitalism have been criticized for allowing great separation in wealth between the rich and the poor, sometimes violating the rights of the poor to such things as a decent wage, access to health care and educational opportunity.  Socialism has been criticized for its violence and for taking away individual freedoms and the right to own property.

3.  Catholic Social Teaching evaluates social programs and legislation in any political or economic system in terms of their support or denial of human rights without regard to system or the political party sponsoring or supporting the legislation.  It also evaluates these things in terms of their effect on the Common Good.  The Church avoids promoting or opposing specific programs or legislation, except when it is the Church’s own program.

4.   The documents of Catholic Social Teaching are not a complete statement of the Church’s concern for the rights and responsibilities that promote the dignity and sacredness of every person.  They are a developing body of work that is likely to be expanded from time to time in the future.  The current state of this development allows us to analyze programs and legislation, but does not (and should not) prescribe the specific forms or methods used in a program.  CST recognizes that there can be legitimate differences of opinion about how best to implement a law or program that protects human rights and promotes human dignity.

5.   Catholic Social Teaching calls each of us to recognize the God-given rights of every human being and to do what we can to support those rights or eliminate violations of those rights.  What we can do varies with individuals and their circumstances.  Each of us can certainly help those we meet or live with in some small way.  Most of us can volunteer some time and talents to helping others. Some can make monetary gifts to charitable groups and relief organizations.  Others are called, like Fr. Brian Cooper, to assist in larger ways, e.g. working directly with the poor or being involved politically to bring about legislation that brings justice to the poor and needy.

