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Bring Your Classroom to Life! 
Technology Resources to Enhance 
ESL Teaching and Learning
Presenter: Beth Bogage, San Diego CE (Advanced Level Instructor)
Email: bbogage@sdccd.edu
Presentation Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/bbogage/tech 
*Go to this site for the handout and other related resources!
Overview of Technology Resources to be Discussed

	
	Name/Topic
	Quick Description

	1
	authorSTREAM
	A website you can use to upload your grammar (and other) Power Points and post them online for students.


	2
	Azar Online PowerPoints
	Grammar Power Points and other materials for teachers to use (for free); grammar topics accompany those found in the Azar Books (3 Levels: Red, Black, Blue)


	3
	Engvid / YouTube ESL Teacher Channels
	Use ESL Teachers’ video explanations about grammar, writing, vocabulary, pronunciation, and more! Useful for teachers and/or students.


	4
	Authentic Video Sources to enhance/support/

extend your teaching
	Target a specific grammar point that is salient in a particular video; find a video that connects with your weekly topic/theme/reading; use a video as a writing/speaking springboard.


	5
	Quizlet
	A free site for vocabulary practice 

(I use this weekly to put vocabulary terms online 
for students)
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We are pleased to share these free materials to download and use in your
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text of Fun with Grammar by Suzanne Woodward.
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1- Put your Grammar Power Points Online with authorSTREAM
Because PowerPoint files tend to be large in size (especially if they contain image and audio files), it’s a great idea to put your presentations online, so you don’t have to worry about emailing large files or saving them and transferring them.

From a teaching perspective, putting your presentations (grammar, vocabulary, etc.) online is a great way to make them available to your students. Not all students have the PowerPoint program, but computers (and tablets) they use away from school likely do have Internet access. You can also showcase student presentations by putting them on the Internet.

authorSTREAM is an Internet Web site that allows you to upload your Power Point presentations to the Web. It essentially converts your Power Point to a URL. The great thing is that if you choose to add sound to your presentations via Power Point’s narration feature, the narration will be preserved online.  
Example: (Beth’s Presentation on Negative Forms)

http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/bbogage-1185847-negative-forms/
Instructions:

1) Go to:  www.authorstream.com
2) Register on the website.  It’s quick, easy, and free to do so. After you register, you will receive an email message confirming your account, and asking you to activate it.  Follow the instructions to activate your account.

3) Go back to the site and sign in. Click on “Upload.”  The site will prompt you through a very simple process of attaching your PowerPoint file, naming it, and uploading it:
4) After your presentation is successfully uploaded, the site will convert the file to a Flash animation. Once this is done, you will receive an email message confirming that your presentation was successfully uploaded and providing you with the URL.  authorSTREAM usually uploads your presentation and creates the online version in minutes. If you click on My Stuff, and then My Presentations, you can see a) either that your uploaded file is in conversion, or b) that it has already successfully been converted (with URL and other related information posted).
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(When you are logged into authorSTREAM, all of your uploaded presentations can be found under the heading My Stuff. Click My Presentations to see a list of all your presentations.  

NOTE: If you have any problems, you can email authorSTREAM tech support. Their team typically responds to any problems promptly.  (go to: http://www.authorstream.com/Contactus). 
Considerations/Tips:

Sometimes when you upload a Power Point using authorSTREAM, the formatting of your original PowerPoint may not be perfectly preserved. The following tips help to make your online PowerPoint the most readable:

a) Use basic fonts. If you use a number of different fonts, or if you use some that are obscure, authorSTREAM has difficulty converting the font formatting.  Some good fonts to use are the following: 

-Times New Roman, Arial, Comic Sans, Calibri, Maiandra GD 

b) Avoid using underlining and italics; these features are both commonly used to illustrate or highlight grammar structures, but again, authorSTREAM has difficulty converting this formatting to online presentation.

c) Avoid using too much custom animation; authorSTREAM can preserve the movement of text and pictures that are created through the “custom animation” feature of PowerPoint. However, if your presentation has too much animation, it doesn’t translate well online. In addition, sometimes the narration doesn’t match up well with the movement of the text and graphics.

As a general tip, keep your Power Points simple if you plan to upload them to the Internet using authorSTREAM.
(Beth’s authorSTREAM Grammar Channel: 

http://www.authorstream.com/channels/bbogage/bbogage-grammar/
What to Do with Your Uploaded Power Points:
1.  Post the URL on a website or elsewhere:
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Go to "My Stuff" and click on "My Presentations."  You will see the files that you have uploaded.  Next to the presentation that you want to post, click the URL tab. Select and copy the URL. Paste it as a hyperlink.
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2.  Embed or post on a 
blog or website:

Next to the presentation that you want to embed, click the Embed tab. Click on the copy button next to the embed code and paste in your blog or website.  
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3.  Share:
Find the share button and click on the arrow to show your options: Twitter, Facebook, or Email.  
2- AZAR Online Power Points (and other materials)
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A PowerPoint Supplement
Intermediate Level

Azar Grammar Series: Fundamentals of English Grammar,
4th edition

These PowerPoint® presentations are visual aids for

teachers to use in class. They are correlated to the text
and contain all new content for every grammar chart in every chapter,
including an array of examples, images, and exercise types to further
illustrate each grammar point. Additional reading activities are also included
for most chapters.
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The Azar series books are some of the most popular and widely-used grammar textbooks in ESL. Most publishers are now putting companion grammar materials online to accompany their textbooks.  
· Go to http://www.azargrammar.com
· [image: image8.png]We graduated from college in 2010.




On the left-hand side, click on Classroom Materials. You will see a screen with materials that accomany the three Azar textbooks
· For Example, Under the Black Book (Intermediate Level), click on PowerPoint Supplements; then click 4th edition.  You will see a list of grammar-related PowerPoint presentations.
· Click on Chapter Presentation under the Grammar Topic Past Time.

· You can simply view or download the PowerPoint file.

· [image: image9.png](a) Our family lunch outside
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You will see slides like this that clearly illustrate and explain the grammar point. You can use these slides to help your students better understand the targeted grammar structure.  You could also link the Azar site to your class website, so that students can study and practice at home.
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SIMPLE PAST

1. DETECTIVE 1

Worksheet 10 /’
Pairs - (
30 minutes RED

1. Divide students into pairs. Have them read the situation together
and fill in the blanks with a past form of to be.

2. Assign the roles of police officer and witness (or have the students
choose). As a class, brainstorm some questions using a past form of
to be that the police officer might ask the witness.

Examples:  Was the thief tall?
Were you across the street from the office?
Where did the thief go when he left the office?

3. Have the two students practice asking and answering questions.
(For a low class, you may want to copy the list of questions in the
worksheet.)

4. Encourage the “police officer” to ask both yes/no and wh- questions.

2. DETECTIVE 2

Worksheet 10 (optional) /’ ( ”(

Whole class

30 minutes BLACK BLUE





Azar’s Fun With Grammar:

Back on the Classroom Materials page, click on the Fun With Grammar link.  This link gives you access to the full text of the book written by Suzanne Woodward.  You can use download and use these interactive activity ideas in your class. Examples below are show activities for Simple Past.
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Materials:  None ’
Pynamic:  Pairs/Small groups ( (

Time: 20 minutes BLACK BLUE

Procedure: 1. Divide the class into pairs or groups of three or four. Have each
group write five short answers on a piece of paper.

2. The groups exchange papers with another pair or group and then
create questions for their answers.
3. Return the papers to their originators and have the group or pair

that created the answers now check that the questions written by
the other group or pair are good matches for their answers.

7. LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE TIME . . .

Materials:  Board &> .
Dynamic:  Whole class !( !( ’(

Time: 30 minutes RED BLACK BLUE

Procedure: 1. Write a list of descriptive adjectives on the board.

Examples: shocking, embarrassing, funny, crazy, wonderful,
ridiculous, terrible

2. Each student chooses an adjective and writes two to four brief
sentences to describe an experience he/she had that illustrates the
adjectives chosen. (You might give a real or fictitious example of
your own.) Tell the class that you will read their stories aloud, so
they should not get too personal unless they are prepared for
everyone to know. Students should not sign their papers.

Example






3- Find ESL Teachers’ Videos Online:
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Engvid and YouTube Channels
A. Engvid (www.engvid.com) 
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On engvid.com, you can find excellent ESL videos for you and your students. For example, a video about a particular grammar point could help you, as an instructor, think about how to present the structure to your class, or how to “break down” the grammar point more simply. You could also add a specific video link to your website to provide students with a place to go to study the grammar. This would be especially helpful for when students who missed the grammar lesson, or who need more review.   
On engvid.com, you can search by topic (grammar, speaking, vocabulary, etc.) or by teacher.  Most of the teachers are really good and some even have their own channels on YouTube (like Rebecca and Emma,). You can use engvid.com to find a teacher you like, and then just stick with that instructor. Be aware that some teachers have British accents, so that may or may not affect your decision to use their videos. 
Engvid teachers who also have YouTube Channels:

· Rebecca’s YouTube Grammar Channel:

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxSz4mPLHWDYoqVgOxNqjozVcwW5YLTAH
· Emma’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/EnglishTeacherEmma?feature=watch
B. More YouTube Channels
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Many ESL teachers actually have their own “channel” on YouTube, and you can find a variety of ESL topics that they cover through video. Below are some examples:
· English with Stacy

http://www.youtube.com/user/EnglishwithStacy 
· English with Jennifer

http://www.youtube.com/user/JenniferESL 
· Holmwood’s Online Learning
Offers lessons with various teachers
http://www.youtube.com/user/HolmwoodsELT 
C. Do general YouTube searches for grammar points: In the search box, I usually type “ESL” + the name of the grammar, for example “ESL passive grammar.” You’ll be amazed at how many educational grammar videos are now available on YouTube. 
4- Using Authentic Videos in the Grammar Classroom
A- Why Use Video? 
· Students need to be exposed to different sources of American English—NOT just their instructor’s voice. 

· Students need to hear authentic English: reduced forms, “normal” speed of talking, different accents, idioms/slang, etc.

· Improved comprehension will boost learner’s confidence as they transition to programs outside of ESL.
· Videos are typically a high-interest activity for students; they are engaging and will capture their interest. 

· Bring the outside world into your classroom!

I try to use “everyday” videos in my classroom often, so that students hear REAL English and usually listen to a variety of people speaking (i.e., reporter, people interviewed, etc.)
B- Ideas for Video-related Activities
· Main idea listening: who, what, when, where, why? Use videos to build students’ general listening development.  – can be easily linked to speaking and writing activities.
· Focused Listening: create a “close” activity to accompany video source
· Vocabulary Focus: use video to teach new expressions
· Focus on specific structure/form: find a video that highlights a particular grammar structure, demonstrates reduced forms, contractions, etc.
· Note taking skills: use video as a source of listening for practicing note taking—an essential college skill!
· General handout: create a handout for students to work on that accompanies the video they will see; use a combination of elements if you’d like—comprehension questions, vocabulary, close elements, etc.
· Speaking Practice: have students respond to questions orally (no writing); use videos as predicting exercises (for oral discussion)
· Turn off Sound!  Some videos may work well for this; ask students to express what is happening, to predict what will happen, and to produce appropriate language. 
· Writing: use videos as a source for summary writing, response/reaction writing, etc.  
c- Authentic Video Resources  
I like short inspirational news stories from sources like the following:

· NBC News “Making a Difference”

· CNN Heroes

· CBS 60 Minutes – longer video stories about 12 minutes long, but good for higher level

· CBS “Assignment America” or “On the Road with Steve Hartman”

((See the end of this handout for a sample handout)
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You can watch this video again on our class website!

Work with a partner. Answer the questions below based on information you heard in the video.
1. The name of this video is called “The Animal Odd Couple.” What does the adjective odd mean?  

2. Bella is a stray dog who lives at the elephant sanctuary.  What does stray mean?

3. The reporter said about Bella and Tarra’s relationship:  “That’s hilarious!”  What does hilarious mean?

4. How many stray dogs live at the sanctuary?
5. Bella and Tarra are absolutely inseparable.  What does this mean?

6. What things do Tarra and Bella do together?

7. What medical problem happened to Bella?

8. How long did the dog lay motionless in the sanctuary office?

9. How long did Tarra wait outside the sanctuary office holding vigil?
10. What did Scott Blais do so Bella and Tarra could see each other?
11. How did the two animals respond /react when they first saw each other again?

12. How many acres is the elephant sanctuary?

13. At the end of the video, the reporter says "Take a good look America. Take a good look world." What do you think he means? What lesson do Bella and Tarra have to share with others?
5- Using Quizlet for Vocabulary Support/Practice
www.quizlet.com
· Use quizlet.com to put your vocabulary online—so that students can review and practice terms. Often, what students need is sufficient exposure to new vocabulary.
· Quizlet is easy and fast, and there is a built-in pronunciation feature; the computer-generated speech will accompany whatever you type—and it’s pretty good! Quizlet also now has a feature where YOU as the teacher can record pronunciation if you would like (instead of using the computer-generated speech feature). 
· [image: image18.jpg]


Quizlet is free and has great practice activities, like flashcards, spelling, learn the word, test, games, etc.  
Select and then copy the URL ( [Ctrl] + [C])





You can search by Topic or by Teachers.





grammar





Sample handout





Activity:


Speller
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