Dear Parents and Students,   
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     Hello, my name is Brooke Bultman and I will be your child’s first grade teacher.  I want to start off by introducing myself.  I have lived in York County for seven years.  I graduated from Old Dominion University with a Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education and a Minor in Special Education.  This will be my third year teaching first grade at Dare Elementary.  I have two wonderful boys and my husband is in the Air force.  

     I am so excited to be your child’s teacher! (  We are going to have an amazing year!  One of my goals is to establish a learning community within our classroom built upon trust and respect.  I will do this by modeling respect at all times and holding my students accountable for their choices.  I am looking forward to working with each of you to help make this year a rewarding experience for everyone.    

     The children are going to participate in many Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies activities.  They will be working in literacy centers daily that also include these content areas.  We will be using a balanced literacy approach that involves guided, independent, and shared reading and writing.
     We will have a morning message daily that allows the children to actively take part in discussing their day.  They will interact by reading together and singing songs.  We will have at least one read aloud daily.  I enjoy using literature to teach other content areas as well.

     The children will be participating in writers workshop 2-3 times a week.  It will give them quality time to write, ability to choose topics, and opportunities to work with others.  I will also teach them story elements, text structure, and grammar.  

     We will continue our day with language arts centers and guided reading groups.  Daily center jobs will be displayed on a work board for the children to follow.  Some of these include:  a listening center, word study activities, vocabulary, computers, sight words, math, writing, poetry activities, spelling, and more.  During this time, I will instruct small guided reading groups.  We will work on phonics, word study, and comprehension.  

     Our lunch time is 11:40-12:10.  Please feel free to come eat lunch with your child. If you plan on eating a school made lunch, please call ahead or send in a note with your child letting me know what you would like to order.  Also, your child will need to bring a snack everyday for our morning snack time. 

     After lunch, I will teach math in small and/or large groups based on the students’ needs.  Also, the children will participate in student chosen math centers weekly when they have completed their daily assignment.  These centers are developed to differentiate according to the students’ interests, needs, and objectives.  We will continue with a Science/Social Studies lesson.  All topics/content areas are based on the Virginia State SOLs.  

     The children enjoy resource time from 1:45-2:30.  They attend music, P.E., art, and library on a four day rotating cycle.  It will be posted on the monthly calendar.   

     After resource, students will drop everything and read silently (DEARS time).  I will use this time to provide remediation for students in need.  Students will have the opportunity to take AR tests as well.  We also use the first few minutes of everyday to take AR tests and read silently.  

     We end our day in the classroom by doing jobs, counting hallway star marbles and presenting the Great Moment Award.  Lastly, we go outside and enjoy recess time.  The dismissal bell rings at 3:25.  If you arrive early to pick up your child, please sign them out in the office first and bring the sign out slip to the playground.  Your child will not be released to you early until he/she is signed out.        
     Your child will bring home his/her agenda each day.  Please check to see what homework needs to be completed and what kind of day your child had at school. On a daily basis I will put either a smiley, squiggly, or sad face in your child’s agenda to tell you how your child’s day went.  Your child or I will write a brief note if he/she receives a sad face.  

    Homework follows the same format each day.  Your child will need to read for 15 minutes and write the book on a nightly reading log, complete a spelling activity from the spelling sheet, and complete a math sheet or other assigned activity.  Your child will not have homework on Fridays.  We will also have special projects assigned throughout the year.  
     Every Friday your child will bring home all papers from the week in a large manila envelope.  Please empty, sign, and return the folder on Monday.  If your child has received a smiley face each day or only one squiggly face per week for behavior, then he/she will get to go to the treasure box on Fridays.

     I will be using many forms of positive discipline in the classroom.  For example:

· Individual- verbal praise, treasure box, daily smiley face, great moments award, stickers, m&m’s, money for bank
· Small Group- table points/tickets- weekly drawing

· Large Group- hallway star marble jar, 20 marbles= class votes on reward 

     I will also be using 1-2-3 Magic, when necessary, for students that are not making good choices.  Every child has a frog sitting on a large lily pad.  Each day the student begins on the top lily pad.  If I have to count 1-2-3 to a student, he/she will jump to the lily pad below it and take a short break from the group/possible refocus form.  If I have to count 1-2-3 again, that student will jump to a lower lily pad, take another short break, fill out a refocus form, walk during recess.  If I have to count 1-2-3 a third time, you will receive a phone call from me or your child.  Children receive a smiley face in their agenda if their frog remains on the top lily pad.   

     Please contact me anytime if you have questions or concerns.  You can reach me by email at bbultman@ycsd.york.va.us or in my classroom at 890-5086.  You can view our classroom website at: http://www.quia.com/pages/bultman.html.  It has content area links, important classroom information, and favorite first grade websites.  Thanks and I’m looking forward to a wonderful year.  

Mrs. Brooke Bultman

