QUESTION FORMATION

l. Yes/No Questions

e Questions that expect yes or no as an answer are called yes/no
guestions. In Spanish, statements can be made into yes/no question by
changing the order of the subject and the verb.

Julio va a la playa. Julio is going to the beach.
¢VaJulio ala playa? Is Julio going to the beach?

e Statements that consist of a subject, ser or estar, and an adjective or
adverb are usually made into yes-no questions by placing the subject at
the end of the sentence, not right after the verb as in English.

La pelicula es Buena. The film is good.
¢Es buenala pelicula? Is the film good?
El correo esta cerca. The post office is nearby.
¢Estacercael correo? Is the post office nearby?

e Statements can be changed into questions by adding phrases called tags,
such as ¢verdad?, ¢no es verdad?, ¢no? and ¢no es cierto? Tag
guestions expect the answer yes.

Viajamos a Uruguay, ¢verdad? We're traveling to Uruguay, right?

o |f the statement is negative, only ¢verdad? can be used as the tag
guestion.

No viajamos a Uruguay, ¢verdad? We're traveling to
Uruguay, right?
A. ¢Cudl es la pregunta? Write yes/no questions based on the
statements given. Place the subject right after the verb.
MODELO: Pedro compra un carro nuevo.— ;Compra Pedro un carro nuevo?

Nosotros esperamos el tren.

Alicia y Clara entran en la biblioteca.

Nosotros leemos las noticias.

Los nifios viven en Quito.
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Marta corre a la farmacia.

Nombre y Numero

B. ¢Ser/Estar + adjective/adverb + subject? Write yes/no questions

based on the statements given.
MODELO: El libro es interesante.— ¢Es interesante el libro?

1. Laropa es cara.

El colegio esta abierto.

Las flores son hermosas.

Las revistas son inglesas.
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La computadora es nueva.

C. Esfacil, ¢verdad? Choose an appropriate tag to change each
statement into a question.

MODELO: Hoy no recibimos cartas.— Hoy no recibimos cartas, ;verdad?

1. Estudiamos muchisimo.

2. No debemos leer el capitulo tres.

3. La sefiorita Fuentes habla mucho.

4. Mafiana visitamos el museo.

5. Uds. No comen paella.




Il. Interrogative Words in Infomation Questions

¢ Another type of question, known as the information question, expects
some information as a response. Information questions begin with
interrogative (question) words.

¢,Doénde viven Uds.?
¢Quién llama?

Where do you all live?
Who is calling?

e Prepositions must always come BEFORE the interrogative words in
Spanish. They CANNOT appear at the end of the sentence as they often
do in English.

¢En qué ciudad vive Julio?
¢Para quién es el regalo?
¢De quiénes es el coche?

In what city does Julio live?
For whom is the gift?
Whose car is this?

e The most common question words are:

¢Adonde? Where to?
¢Dénde?(¢;,De donde?) Where? (From where?)
¢,Como? How?/What?

¢ Cual(es)? Which/What?
¢,Cuando? When?

¢Cuanto(a)? How much?
¢Cuantos(as)? How many?

¢Por qué? Why?

¢ Quién(es)? Who?

¢, Qué? What?

Notes:
1. ¢Dénde? is used to ask about location. ¢Adénde? is used with verbs of motion
and asks direction.

2. ¢Cudl? and ¢Cuales? are almost always replaced by ¢Qué? Directly before a
noun.

3. By itself, ¢(COmo? is used to ask for repetition of something the listener didn’t
understand or hear or to express surprise at something the listener heard.

¢ Como? Has different meanings that depend on whether it is used with ser or
estar:

¢,Cémo esta Adela?
¢Cémo es Adela?

How is Adela? (her health)
What does Adela look like? Or What is
Adela like?

D. ¢Qué preguntan? Write the information questions that are asked
to produce the following statements. The underlined words indicate
the information requested.

MODELO: Pedro y Alberto trabajan en un hotel. —

iDoénde trabajan Pedro y Alberto?
1. Arturo trabaja en un banco.

2. Pedroy Cecilia miran el mapa.

3. Ceno con Pablo.

4. Debes regresar la semana proxima.

5. Leemos tres libros de texto.

E. ¢ Qué falta? Complete the following information questions by
writing in the missing interrogative word.

1. ¢(How much) dinero llevas en la cartera?

2. ¢(Why) no montamos en bicicleta?

3. ¢ (Which one) de las computadoras debo comprar?
4. ¢(In what) ciudad viven Uds.?

5. ¢(How many) cartas escribe Magdalena?

6. ¢(When) regresas del centro comercial?

7. ¢(How) toca Felipe la guitarra?

8. ¢(Who) preparan las enchiladas?



