Problem Solving Tips

· Understand the question

· What are you being asked?

· Put the question in your own words (talk it through)

· Decide what information is needed to solve the problem

· Word problems may give you more numbers than you need or not enough numbers to solve the problem.

· Think about how you might solve the problem.

· Draw a picture?

· +, -, x, /

· Two steps? Three steps?

· Formulas?

· Solve the problem

· Does the answer make sense? Reasonable?

· Neatness counts!

· So many mistakes are made because you thought it was a “6” and it was really an “8”

· A “)” and a “/” can look the same!

· Show your steps!

· Do the math on the paper, not in your head!

· If you have to erase, you don’t have to erase “all the work”

· There is so much information passing through your head, take it easy on yourself and write it out (especially on a test!)

