Christian Service Opportunities within the 
Civic Community

Some of these opportunities could also go under the Marginalized Category
The following Christian Service opportunities are available for Saint Viator students. Some of the opportunities require a student to contact the agency directly. When this is the case, the name and phone number of the contact person is provided if it is available.  In some cases, students sign up for service through Campus Ministry. This site is updated as additional opportunities become available.
My name is Abby Horan and I just finished up my freshman year at Vanderbilt University.  I graduated in 2011 from Rolling Meadows High School, and live in Arlington Heights.  
I am the volunteer coordinator for Kids on Track, which is a non-profit, summer day camp for the children who live on the backstretch of Arlington Park.  These kids grow up in very low-income situations; families with up to six kids live in 330 square foot apartments, many of which lack their own shower.  Several of the children don't have shoes or clothes that fit, yet they are incredibly friendly, fun-loving, sweet, and overall inspiring!  For six weeks each summer, about 250 of the backstretch kids, ages 3-13, participate in Kids on Track, which is held on the Arlington Park backstretch itself.  During KOT, the kids rotate among stations where they work on academics, reading, computers, crafts, sports, Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts, etc.  

I am looking for volunteers to help with this summer's KOT session.  Last year, we had over 50 high school student volunteers from around the area (mostly RMHS and Prospect students), and almost all of them are returning this summer because they had such a great experience
Volunteers follow specific age groups as they go through their daily activities, as well as tutor campers if they want to.  It's an incredibly rewarding experience, and the best part is that volunteering at KOT is incredibly flexible.  Volunteers are needed anytime between 9:30 and 2:00 on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays between July 5 and August 18.  Volunteers choose their own schedules-- some volunteers elect to come for a couple hours once a week, others come everyday, and some can only make it twice or three times during the session.  
Virtually all of the 250 campers speak Spanish, so volunteering is an incredible way for your students to further their Spanish skills.  However, that shouldn't dissuade interested students-- almost all of the campers are fluent in English as well, and all stations are led in English.  Kids on Track has changed my life for the better in so many ways, and I'd love for more students to have the opportunity to learn and grow from the backstretch kids as I have.  Volunteering at KOT is an awesome opportunity for anybody who wants to expand their Spanish skills, become a teacher, likes working with kids, or wants to gain some volunteer experience for a college app 

If anyone is interested or have questions, please have e-mail me at abbyhoran@comcast.net.  

Abby
Book Sale Cleanup Help Needed Sunday Aug 5th 2012

The Friends of the Arlington Heights Memorial Library have quarterly book sales

that require work to set-up, straighten, and take down at the end of the sale. 
TheLibrary is located at 500 North Dunton in Arlington Heights. The Friends need help

with taking down sales on Sunday August 5th, 2012.

The work consists of boxing books, loading them to carts, and taking them to

the Friends room on the lower level. 
If you can spare 2 hours, and work a shift (from 3:15 to 5:15 pm, or 4 to 6 pm), please let us know what dates you’d like to volunteer. This is a great way to earn service hours for a worthwhile community event.
If you’re interested, please text, email or call in your volunteer information (your

name, date(s) and shift(s) desired, and cell/text and/or email contact info) to cleanup

coordinator Allison Anderson, allison.anderson.1804@gmail.com, 847-525-7518

River Trails Park District
Helpers are needed for organization and cleaning, helping kids and handicapped adults with art projects, pouring clay molds, cleaning greenware (unfired clay cast pieces), unloading kilns, etc.

If you are interesting in getting your service hours at a unique place, call or email us.

In the summer, it would be possible to complete up to 20 hours in 1 week.

If interested, send an email to pmagdziarz@rtpd.org or call us at (847)342-

6653 or stop by our studio which is located at 550 Business Center Drive in Mount Prospect.
Name of Organization: Tim Wolfe for Congress

Purpose of Organization: To help elect Tim Wolfe to Congress in the IL 9th Congressional District. 

Do you want to learn about how your government works ? How to run a political campaign? Do you want to contribute to your community? Then this is an opportunity for you to learn, gain valuable experience and have fun in the process. 

What will you do: There are many different activities you can become involved such as: plan fundraising events, march with us in a parade, distribute literature, put up yard signs, prepare posters, and work in the office.

Time Requirements: Flexible hours with no specific requirements although a minimum block of time of 1 hour per volunteer session  would be appreciated. Volunteers are needed from now until November 6th.

Location: The campaign headquarters is at 200 E Evergreen Avenue Suite 112 Mount Prospect, IL  60056. If interested call me at 847-834-4157 or email me at info@timwolfeforcongress.com. All work is done at the headquarters except for literature distribution which can be door to door, at train stations, farmers markets and other special events such as parades. 

T shirts are provided after 5 hours of volunteer work. 

Mount St. Joseph Home in Lake Zurich
Home for women with developmental disabilities

Mount Saint Joseph-Organist

 
Every Sunday for 10:30am Mass.

Saturdays and Sundays from 1:30pm to 4:00pm 

In the swimming pool at the home

Be in the pool and assist the women with swimming
WINGS ReSale Shop – Hoffman Estates WINGS ReSale Shop – Hoffman Estates on 855 Higgins Road - 847.884.7411
Open Monday-Friday 10 -6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-5

Volunteers sort through donations and help to organize the store.

You must be 16 years old to volunteer.
GIVE BACK TO MOTHER NATURE

Talk the talk or walk the walk?  In the mood to really do something to help the environment?  The Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards hold weekend workdays collecting seed and removing non-native vegetation.  We nurture old farm fields back into native tall grass prairie for Illinois plants and animals to once again call home.  Come on, do something to help this world and bring your friends.  Join us for a morning workday and feel good about your efforts to heal this portion of our planet.  Check us out at www.poplarcreekprairiestewards.org.

Location:  

Shoe Factory Road Woods Forest Preserve

Route 59 between Golf and Shoe Factory Roads, Hoffman Estates.

Number of volunteers needed:   open

Days wanted:  Every weekend - Alternating Saturdays and Sundays.   

Hours:  9:00 am – 12:00noon  

Tasks to be performed:

The fall season focuses on collecting seeds of various native prairie/woodland plants.  Spring work includes planting seed, transplanting seedlings and weeding.  During fall, winter and spring removal of non-native plants is ongoing.  You will use hand tools to clear this brush.

Special qualifications needed by volunteers:

A love of the outdoors and a willingness to battle the elements.  Curiosity.

General skills needed:

The ability and willingness to follow directions and safety guidelines are essential.

See:  www.poplarcreekprairiestewards.org
Contact: Jill Flexman Volunteer Coordinator 847-836-7443   flexfolks@comcast.net
Greencastle of Palatine

An Independent Living Facility for the Elderly

450 East Baldwin Road

(by Hicks and Northwest Highway)
Contact Jo Lynn Stanley

847-776-9420

You will be working with a resident that has signed up for the LIFEBIO program. 

You will be assigned a resident to speak to. You will ask them the 102 questions that the LIFEBIO program provides and then you will type the answers into the computer. 

You can go anytime you want. Once you are assigned a resident to work with, you can work out the times to meet the resident and do the interview and input the information. 
FROST SCHOOL FLYING FALCON PROGRAM 

Robert Frost Elementary School

1805 Aspen Drive, Mt. Prospect

Near Camp McDonald and Wolf Road

Rick Herrejon  Principal 847-803-4820
Michelle Zelm – 847- 803-2810

This is an after school program at Robert Frost School to offer intervention and enrichment students. It is on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.  and Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:30 – 5:30. 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. is academics. Viator students can go and help out with students doing one on one tutoring.  The rest of the time is spent doing various games and  activities. If a Viator student has a special talent (art, music, sports, etc), they can plan an activity for the students to participate in. Otherwise, Viator students can play games with the Frost students. You will be acting as a mentor for the students. 

Call Michelle at the number above and let Michelle know you are coming, and then you can just show up on any day to help out. 
Odyssey Healthcare -Arlington Heights 
phone: 888-261-6845
The lists below are some of the activities that high school students can do with our hospice. If any one has other ideas on how they would like to help out, I am always interested in coming up with new ways to do things. Please keep in touch and I look forward to working with you.

 

Individually:

office help – this can provide them with experience working in an office

prepare mailings, filing and word processing, assist with phone calls, prepare packets for bereavement, admissions, and training

 

Small groups
-Music to small groups at nursing homes and assisted living facilities: Playing an instrument, Singing
-Taking in a portable CD player and being with the residents while listening to the music

-Crafts to small groups at nursing homes and assisted living facilities
Special activities

Having students at your facility make small blankets or goodies for the hospice patients

Creating and sending cards to the hospice patients

Birthday brigade – a small group going to the hospice patient with a balloon, card, possibly a small treat, and singing happy birthday

Taking the recorded message I am getting from some of the patients and creating a DVD with pictures, music, and the patient’s story that will be given to the patient’s family when they pass away.

Creating a tape with spiritual passages, songs, that can be given to the patients

Karen Van Zuiden -Volunteer Coordinator
AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING

Call Greg Crocker at 847-271-7932           Tuesday and Thursday after school

3:45 – 4:30 p.m. (or later…see details below)

There are 3 locations to choose from. You will help at risk students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades with their schoolwork.

Riley Grade School

Tarkington Grade School

On Schoenbeck north of Hintz Road

(at this location you could stay after tutoring and participate in activities with the kids until 5:00 p.m.)

Kilmer Grade School

On Dundee west of Buffalo Grove Road

(at this location you could stay after tutoring and do activities with the kids until 5:30 p.m.)

You can commit to both days, one day a week, once a month, once every 2 weeks pretty much whatever works with your schedule!
NWSRA – Northwest Special Recreation Association.

3000 W. Central Road, Suite 205, Rolling Meadows

847-392-2848

NWSRA provides recreation services to individuals with disabilities. NWSRA offers a variety of recreation programs throughout the year including bowling, swimming lessons, crafts, team sports, Special Olympics training, and day trips. Events are held on all different days at different times. Service with this organization may include being a one on one chaperone of a person with a mental or physical disability during a given event.

Interested persons can stop by Campus Ministry to view the catalog of events and activities, or call NWSRA directly to get a copy sent to them.
THE VOLUNTEER CENTER

2121 South Goebbert Road, Arlington Heights

www.volunteerinfo.net
847-228-1320
Students can go on the website for an extensive listing of hundreds of local volunteer opportunities. Once you have found a place where you would like to serve, contact the Volunteer Center and they can help place you. Many of the agencies listed on the website specify what age you must be in order to volunteer. You will need to go through a process to sign up at an agency, so don’t wait until the last minute to sign up for something. 

VITAL BRIDGES

Elk Grove Village

Contact Number 847-228-5200

Vital Bridges has packing and sorting nights at least twice a month. A student is welcome to call Vital Bridges and see if they have any openings to serve on any of these nights. You must call ahead of time and not just show up. There is a need to limit the number of volunteers each evening.
Volunteers are also needed on some Saturdays. 
