
Culture Extraordinaire 
Through French, students can experience 
firsthand the art, literature, music, fashion, 
food and architecture of French-speaking 
cultures. Studying great works of French 
literature, the music of Quebec or African art 
offers insights into the unique nature of each 
culture. Approaching these disciplines through 
the French language permits a greater 
appreciation of cultural diversity.

Relevant, Useful 
and Sustainable
French is an essential part of a well-rounded 
education for its undeniable academic benefits 
and the global opportunities it offers. As an  
official language of the United Nations, Interna-
tional Red Cross, UNESCO, NATO and many 
other international organizations, French offers 
students global career opportunities. Learning 
about French and French-speaking cultures will 
benefit students today, in their other studies, and 
constitutes an investment in their future success.  

The World 
Speaks French

For more information
please contact us at

TheWorldSpeaksFrench.org
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Enhancing Student 
Performance  
Students who learn French perform better 
on standardized tests since more than 50% of 
modern-day English words trace their origins to 
French. This means that French has a relatively 
quick learning curve which boosts a student’s 
confidence. French also enhances a student’s 
critical thinking, creative thinking and problem 
solving skills, which helps them excel in other 
subjects, like English, math and science. 

Travel Far and Wide
There are 55 countries spread across five 
continents where French is used regularly for 
business, government and daily life. Thirty-
two of those countries recognize French as an 
official language, including Canada, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Monaco, and many African 
nations. As the second most frequently taught 
foreign language in the world, French is a 
passport to communicate globally.

Boundless Career 
Opportunities
French opens the doors to many domestic and 
international career opportunities. Sophisticated 
professions such as those in medicine, inter-
national distribution, the oil and gas industry, 
power generation, luxury goods, aviation and 
other transportation technologies encompass 
extensive French-speaking networks. Know- 
ledge of the French language is also an asset in 
the fields of literature, the fine arts, gastronomy, 
cinema, law and business. Scores of major 
international businesses and organizations, as 
well as American companies, regularly recruit 
candidates who know French.  

Connect
More than 200 million people speak French, 
offering countless opportunities to converse in 
the language, study in a Francophone country,
become a pen pal or an exchange student.  
Knowledge of French also makes millions of 
webpages with limitless information accessible, 
since French is the third most common language 
on the Internet. The ability to communicate with 
people from different nations and backgrounds 
promotes international understanding.  

7286_AATF_Brochure.indd   2 9/14/07   12:16:10 PM


