MOVIE PHYSICS
Movies are made to be fun, entertaining, and make money for the filmmakers.  As a result, they often feature fantastic and unrealistic depictions of Physics that the general public will accept without question.  A good example of this phenomenon that we experienced in class is the movie “The Core”.  While entertaining, this movie features a great deal of very bad science in general, and Physics in particular.

Unfortunately, this trend of presenting “Science Fiction” as “Science Fact” is becoming more and more prevalent.  It can be observed in magazines, newspapers, and popular television programs.  It is important that we take a moment and think critically about this information that is presented to us as truth and assess whether or not the information is accurate.

In that light, I ask you to complete the following assignment.  You will be writing a critical movie review.  You will be the next Roger Ebert of science in movies.  For an example of what you are expected to do, please visit the following webpage:
http://www.intuitor.com/moviephysics/
This website has a good deal of information regarding some common movie physics mistakes, but the real gold of the website are the movie reviews themselves.  Take some time and read through a few of them (given our recent viewing of “The Core” that would be a good one to read through).  Notice that there is a rating system that the movies are judged on.  Also, notice that there is a link on the left-hand sidebar that lists “Recommended Movies”; these are films that accurately portray the science in the film.

Your assignment is to choose a movie that has NOT already been reviewed on this website and write a review of it.  It may be any movie that you like, as long as it has NOT been reviewed on this website.  ** However, the focus of your review should be on the Science of the movie, not the overall quality of the movie itself. **
Your review should be at least 4 paragraphs in length.  

· In the first paragraph, you should provide a basic summary of the movie (assume that I have not seen it).  Give the title of the movie, explain the basic plot, list the main actors and the characters they play, etc.  
· For each of the middle paragraphs (2, 3, and perhaps more), choose a particular scene for each paragraph (so you should choose at least 2 separate scenes) and discuss the Science presented in that scene [it may be helpful to reference the Movie physics website for some possible ideas for this].  If the science is bad, say so!  And, explain why it is bad.  If it is good, say so!  And explain why it is good. 
· For the final paragraph, give a brief summary and conclusion of your review, including whether or not you would recommend it, and why.   

