NHS Science Laboratory Reports

Formatting

· Typed

· 12 pt font

· Times New Roman

· 1 inch margins

· Consistent tense (i.e. The purpose of this lab is...)

· No personal pronouns (no I, me, he, she, etc...) 

· No contractions

Please use heading to introduce each section (example:  Title:  Investigating Acid Rain)
1. Title:  The title should be descriptive. Experiment 5 is not a descriptive title.

2. Date:  this is the date (or dates) you performed the experiment.

3. Purpose:  A brief statement of what you are attempting to do. One or two sentences

4. Procedure:  A list of the steps you took to carry out the lab and gather the data.  Each sentence should begin with a verb.  
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5. Data:  Record all your data in neat and orderly data tables with titles. Label all data very clearly. Use correct significant digits, and always include prop​er units (g, mL, etc.). Underline, use capital letters, or use any device you choose to help organize this section well. Space things out-do not try to cram everything on one page. Use tables where appropriate. Diagrams should be drawn to scale, color and size accurate, labeled using leader lines, title above diagram, descriptions, magnification below diagram
6. Calculations and Graphs:  You should show how calculations are carried out. Give the equation used and show how your values are substituted into it. Give the calculated values. If graphs are included, make the graphs an appro​priate size. Label all axes and give each graph a title. If experiments are not quantitative, this section may be omitted.

7. Conclusions:  Make a simple statement concerning what you can conclude from the experiment (1 – 2 sentences). If the purpose of the lab was to find something – state what you found here. 

8. Discussion of Theory:  In this section you should include such information as: What theory or what science concept was demonstrated in this experi​ment? What do the calculations show? How was the purpose of the experiment fulfilled? Why does (or doesn't) the experiment work? Refer back to the purpose of the lab to write this section.

9. Experimental Sources of Error:  What are some specific sources of error, and how do they influence the data? Do they make the val​ues obtained larger or smaller than they should be? Which measurement was the least precise? Instrumental error and human error exist in all experiments, and should not be mentioned as a source of error unless they cause a significant fault. Significant digits and mistakes in calculations are NOT a valid source of error. In writing this section it is sometimes helpful to ask yourself what you would do differently if you were to repeat the experiment and wanted to obtain better precision. If you can calculate a percent error or percent deviation, do so and include it in this section.

10. Questions:  Answer any questions included in the lab directions.[image: image2.png]



