Holston High School
Course:  English 12
Instructor:  Brittany S. Mullins
School Year:  2008/2009
http://www.quia.com/pages/bmullinsenglish12.html

Course Description
The course involves an intense study of British Literature.  Students will be reading and analyzing a number of classic works from British authors.  This course will create an awareness of and appreciation for the various British literary periods.  Specific goals:

12.1	The student will make a 5 to 10 minute formal oral presentation.
12.2 The student will evaluate formal presentations.
12.3	The student will read and analyze the development of British literature and literature of other cultures.
12.4	The student will read and analyze a variety of informational materials, including electronic resources.
12.5	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry.
12.6	The student will read and critique dramatic selections from a variety of authors.
12.7 The student will develop expository and informational writings.	
12.8 The student will write documented research papers.

Required Materials
Three-ring binder with dividers
Loose-leaf paper
Pencil or pen (blue or black ink only)
Flash drive
Appropriate text
*Note:  Students will also use additional source material in the form of handouts from various literary anthologies to supplement the given textbook.
**Some material may contain adult themes and/or language.  If you have a question or a concern about any material covered, please see me.  Alternate assignments are available.  

Classroom Decorum/Ground Rules
*Students should show respect for the teacher and fellow classmates.  Because we will all be learning together, it is important that each individual feels comfortable and safe in class.  Any comments or actions that could make any individual (including the teacher) feel unsafe or uncomfortable will not be tolerated.  This includes remarks which show a lack of respect for the feelings of others, as well as any remarks which demean others in any way. Students are welcome to disagree with one another, but different views can be discussed in a manner which is not a personal attack or power-based.  If, after a verbal warning, the disruptive behavior persists, you may be referred to the administration.
**Students should not invade the personal space of others.  This includes touching other students and/or their things.
***Students should not take things from my desk without permission.  If a student needs to borrow paper, pencil, pen, etc. from me, he or she must ask permission before taking it from the top of the desk or desk drawers.
****Students may not leave class without my permission.  I must assign a hall pass before students are allowed out the room.

Expectations
· Students should come to class on time each day.  If a student is not in his or her assigned seat when the bell rings, he or she will be marked tardy.
· Students should come to class each day prepared.  This includes having the required materials, appropriate textbook(s)/supplement(s), and assignments for the day. 
· Each student is responsible for his or her own work.  I do not drop lowest grades and I do not offer extra credit opportunities.  The student is responsible for making sure all work is completed and turned in by its due date.
· All cell phones, I-pods, and other electronic devices should be turned off before entering class; otherwise I reserve the right to confiscate them.  All confiscated items will be given to the administration.  Disciplinary guidelines for electronic devices are as follows:
 *First offense:
The student will receive a verbal warning and the communications device will be             confiscated until the end of the day.  A parent will be notified.
*Second offense:  
The device will be confiscated and will be returned during a meeting with a parent.  The student may lose his or her privilege to have a portable communications device on school property.  Disciplinary action may be initiated by the principal.
*Third offense:
The student may lose the privilege to have a communications device on school property.  The student may receive one to three days out-of-school suspension.
*Each additional offense:
A student having four or more offenses may receive from one to ten days out-of-school suspension.  The student may also be referred to the Area Wide Disciplinary Committee. 
· If class is in a computer lab, please exercise common courtesy; do not check your e-mail, web surf, or play games during class.
· Students should remain in their seats and not pack up their things until class is dismissed.

Consequences 
· Verbal Warning
· Student/Teacher Conference
· Call to Parents
· Send to Office
*Note:  Consequences will be followed in chronological order with one exception--if a student openly refuses to follow instructions, he or she will be sent directly to the office.  I will personally call the parents after the incident.

Attendance
Good attendance is an important factor in your success as a student.  As an extra incentive for good attendance, a student who has perfect attendance each nine weeks will have his or her lowest quiz grade dropped.

Late Work
It is your responsibility to be present every day for class.  If you are absent for any reason, you are responsible for the work you miss.  Students have two school days to make up work if they have been absent two or fewer consecutive days.  After two consecutive days of absences, students have one additional day to make up work for each additional day's absence.  
*Note:  All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  If the assignment is not given to the teacher at the beginning of class, it will be considered late.  Extensions (extra time to the complete an assignment) may only be requested before the assignment’s due date.  Students will lose twenty points for each day an assignment is late.  Students must make up work before or after school at the instructor’s convenience.  An assignment over three days late will not be accepted.  A student may not make up work during class or miss additional classes to make up work.  If work is not made up during the allotted time, the student will receive a zero on all uncompleted assignments, including tests and quizzes.

Journals and Freewrites
Students will be asked to keep a journal, in which they will write an entry or freewrite everyday.  Freewrites may either be directed or undirected.  These writings should help students develop their own voice.  By writing quickly, you do not have time to become self-conscious of grammar, punctuation, etc.  These compositions will be checked and counted as homework grades.  On occasion, students will often be allowed to share what they have written for class discussion.

Participation
Class discussions are an important part of this course.  Therefore, class participation is very important and will be graded.  To receive full credit for participation the student must be in class on time, be prepared (this includes having assignments and textbooks), and actively participate in class discussions.

Grading System 
· Homework grades count one time each. As the purpose of homework is to either prepare to learn or to practice a new skill, homework is checked for completion and effort, not accuracy.
· Quiz grades count twice.  During the course of the school year, some essays and other homework assignments will be given the worth of a quiz grade.  Students will always be informed of this grading procedure when instructions are given for these assignments.   
· Test and project grades count three times.  

Grading Scale
100-93 A
92-85 B
84-78		C
70-77		D
Below 70	F

Plagiarism and other Academic Dishonesty
Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students are expected to turn in their own work.  If any student attempts to take someone else’s work or ideas and pass it off as his or her own, the student will be charged with plagiarism and referred to the administration.  The student will also receive an F for the particular assignment.

Attention Parents:  If you have questions or concerns about your child, please feel free to contact me by e-mail (bsmullins@wcs.k12.va.us), or by calling the school (739-4000).


PARENT SIGNATURE:

I have read and understand the requirements for Mrs. Mullins’ English 12 class.


----------------------------------------				-----------------------------------
(Parent Signature)						(Student’s Name)


STUDENT SIGNATURE:

I have read and understand the requirements for Mrs. Mullins’ English 12 class.  


----------------------------------------				
(Student’s Signature)	

