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To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:

Bombing of the Sixteenth Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama
Internet text:  http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/1963_birmingham_church_bombing.htm
(Required)
A brief one page summary of the bombing which states the basic facts and significances of the tragedy.
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Audio File:
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1431932


This is a brief 4-5 minute audio file from an original NPR radio broadcast which 


aired on the program “All Things Considered” on September 15, 2003.  The 



broadcast focuses on recalling the bombing after 40 years.  The text which 



accompanies the broadcast summarizes the bombing and the convictions that 


eventually followed.
Article:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/churches/archives1.htm
News article in the Washington Post dated September 16, 1963 which describes the bombing and aftermath.
Article:
http://articles.latimes.com/2002/may/23/nation/na-klan23


A final conviction is obtained in the reopened case. Cherry is convicted at age 72.
Time Line:
http://www.useekufind.com/peace/timeline2.htm
A timeline of the bombing and related trials and convictions.  Also, this site connects to other links related to the case.




 
Poetry:
http://virtualreligion.net/poems/innocents.html


“Carols of the Innocent” poem written by Mahlon H. Smith in response to the 


Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing.
Song:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shgSLKb-onA
The song Birmingham Sunday is performed by folk singer Joan Baez.  The lyrics can be found at http://www.lyricsdownload.com/joan-baez-birmingham-sunday-lyrics.html
Eulogy:
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/speeches/pub/Eulogy_for_the_martyred_children.html


Dr. Martin Luther King’s tribute to the young female victims of the bombing: 


“Eulogy for the young victims of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.”

Film:

4 Little Girls
A documentary produced by Spike Lee which details
the events leading up to the bombing and presents a profile of the four victims 

through interviews with their family members.
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To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:

The Scottsboro Trials
Internet text:
  http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/scottsboro/historic.htm 

Required:
A brief summary of the first trials in 1931.  This site also provides links to other related sites which provide more detailed information about this complex case.
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Primary
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/SB_HRrep.html#cartoon
Source:
A primary source written on May 27, 1931 that is an unpublished report by Hollace 

Ransdall (a member of the American Civil Liberties Union).  Through interviews 


and investigation, Ransdall provides a well-balanced account of the alleged crime, 


arrest, trial, and responses of the white residents of the area. (Article should be 


divided into readable sections amongst group.) 

Trial 

http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/scottsboro/testimon.htm
Testimony:
Actual trial testimony of Victoria Price being cross examined by the defense attorney.  Similarities can be drawn between Price’s “truth” on the stand and the testimony of the fictional Mayella Ewell from To Kill a Mockingbird.


Article:
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1456


Gives a comprehensive overview of the case and the final trial verdicts.

Timeline:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/timeline/index.html
Click on both pages of the timeline to get an overview of the initial case and appeals.  
Poetry:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/filmmore/ps_hughes.html


Four short verses written by Langston Hughes in response to the Scottsboro trials

Letters:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/SB_lett.html
Primary source: Letters written in prison to friends and family members of some of the nine defendants in the rape trial. Read through the 8 letters provided to grasp the background, attitudes, hope and fears of these young men. 

 A Pardon:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/filmmore/ps_pardon.html


This is a brief summary which details the last surviving defendant, Clarence 



Norris’s reaction to his pardon. (Group should split up the letters to read.)
Film:

Scottsboro: An American Tragedy 
A documentary produced by PBS on the event with background information about all of the key players in the trial. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:

Jim Crow Laws
Internet text:
 http://www.ferris.edu/JIMCROW/what.htm
(Required)
This link will provide a historical overview of the origination of the laws and the way in which they were enforced. 
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Article:
http://www.ferris.edu/JIMCROW/who.htm
This one page article seeks to explain the origins of Jim Crow and provides drawings of the caricature.
Song:

http://www.musicals101.com/lycrow.htm


Lyrics to the original “Jim Crow” song that was sung by Daddy Rice.
Examples:
http://academic.udayton.edu/race/02rights/jcrow02.htm
This page provides a sampling of common Jim Crow laws which were enforced in 

various states throughout the U.S.

Article::
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/history/resisting2.htm


Long article on how blacks resisted Jim Crow.
Personal
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/resources/narratives/Willie_Wallace.htm 

Narrative:
An Afro-American man, Willie Wallace, recounts some of his experiences 



growing up in Mississippi between the 1940s and 1960s under Jim Crow law.

Historical
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/085_disc.html 
Photos:
You may view approximately 30 photos which depict the segregation of the races 


under Jim Crow.

Poetry:
http://www.potw.org/archive/potw8.html
A short poem written by Paul Lawrence Dunbar which related to Jim Crow era.

An analysis of the poem “We Wear the Mask” can be obtained at http://www.cummingsstudyguides.net/Guides4/Dunbar.html
Poetry:
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/16422
A poem by Langston Hughes in which the narrator questions how a black man will be treated in his own Southern town after returning home from fighting for America in WWII (“When Will V-Day Be Me-Day”)
Film:

The Rise and fall of Jim Crow. Volume 3: “Don't shout too soon” (1917-1940)


A 56 minute film about the period of Jim Crow that best relates to TKaM.
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To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:

The Little Rock 9

Internet Text: http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=718
(Required) 
This site provides background information about the organization of the desegregation crisis at Central High in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957.




Historical
http://www.cbsnews.com/elements/2007/09/23/indepth/photoessay3289400.shtml?tag=page
Photos:
Images of the scene at Central High during the first few day of desegregation

Timeline:
http://www.centralhigh57.org/1957-58.htm

Timeline of the events leading up to Central High desegregation and subsequent actions within the Little Rock school system
Article:
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/little-rock.htm

Describes the military involvement during the crisis at Little Rock
Article:
http://www.lrsd.org/centralhigh50th/LR9.htm

A brief summary of each of the Little Rock nine students who helped to change history in a landmark desegregation case
News:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/25/newsid_3078000/3078227.stm

News of the account of September 25, 1957 when the 9 black students finally enter Central High


This site also has an audio link.

Profile:
http://www.centralhigh57.org/The_Little_Rock_Nine.html#LR9
This provides a brief summary of each of the nine men and women 40 years after the historic date.

Video:
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=3289821n
Online brief video which includes an interview with one of the 9 students and a National Guard soldier 40 years after the first day of desegregation.
Videos:
http://crdl.usg.edu/cgi/crdl?query=id:ugabma_wsbn_37222
Silent video with text to explain the scene on the first day of desegregation


http://crdl.usg.edu/cgi/crdl?query=id:ugabma_wsbn_39860
Another brief video which has interviews with white students commenting on their feelings regarding integration

Film: 

Eyes on the Prize Volumes 1 and 2



Focus on the Little Rock 9 as an integral part of the Civil Rights Movement
To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:

Lynching/vigilantism in America during the 20th century
Internet Text: http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/lynching/lynching.htm 

(Required) 
This is a site that provides background information about the history of lynching in

   Choose
America.  The site below has similar information.  Choose to read one or the other.

      One
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1979/2/79.02.04.x.html



Internet
http://www.withoutsanctuary.org/main.html
Video:
A historical account of lynching in America told through actual photographs of lynchings with narration by James Allen.  Please be advised that the photographs are disturbing.  

Case
http://www.americanlynching.com/infamous-old.html#1930
Histories:
Select 5 separate cases listed at this web site to read and summarize


http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1174520

Brief one page article about the 1946 mass lynching in Georgia – audio also
Audio:
http://www.npr.org/blogs/tellmemore/2007/03/the_power_of_a_memory_1.html


This is both a written account and audio about recalling violent events such as 


lynchings.

Article:  
http://afroamhistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ/Ya&sdn=afroamhistory&cdn=education&tm=14&gps=75_9_1012_587&f=00&tt=14&bt=0&bts=1&zu=http%3A//www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/peopleevents/e_lynch.html


Concise background information about lynching history

Statistics:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/shipp/lynchingsstate.html

A one page document that lists the numbers of lynchings in various states according to race

Newspaper
http://landrieu.senate.gov/lynching/index.cfm 
Article:
The article “Senate Apologizes to Lynching Victims, Families for Failure to Act” summarizes the 2005 public apology made by U.S. Senators

Poetry/:
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/strangefruit/film.html
Song
The site provides the history of the poem “Strange Fruit” written by Abel Meeropol (aka Lewis Allan) which was adapted to song and performed first by the legendary jazz singer Billie Holiday which can be seen at the following site: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs 

To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:
The Murder of Emmett Till

Internet text:
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/resources/lessonplans/hs_es_emmett_till.htm
(Required)
Provides a brief summary of Emmett’s murder and the subsequent trial.

Article:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/sfeature/sf_look_confession.html

This is the article which appeared in Look magazine which provides the confession of the two men acquitted of the crime of murder.  

Article:
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/10/21/60minutes/main650652.shtml

From the show 60 Minutes, this article focuses on the U.S. Justice decision to reopen the investigation into the Emmett Till murder as new evidence of the involvement of others comes to light.
Article:
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/05/18/national/18till.html

Information about the lost transcript of the famous trial.

Article:
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/02/28/us/28till.html

Information about the decision to reopen and ultimately close the Till case after insufficient evidence to convict other suspects.

Who’s Who: http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/

This site gives a brief summary of all the key people involved in the case.
Poem:
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4818586

Listen to author Marilyn Nelson read her free verse poem “A Wreath for Emmett Till” to NPR audience.  
Song:
http://www.bobdylan.com/songs/emmetttill.html

Lyrics to “The Death of Emmett Till” by Bob Dylan (1963).  An accompanying video of the song performed by Dylan can be found at the following site:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjfGcRM35xg
Film:
The Murder of Emmett Till.  
A film produced by WGBH American Experience which chronicles the murder and trial.  

To Kill a Mockingbird Group Project
Case:
The “Mississippi Burning” Case
Internet text:
 http://crime.about.com/od/history/p/ms_burn.htm
(Required) 
 This article summarizes the case and provides a brief overview of the three civil rights workers and their murder.


Biography:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/price&bowers/Price_BIOG.html

This site provides links to the biographies of the three men killed as well as their killers.  

Article:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/price&bowers/jury.html
A series of articles which detail the verdict and jury members and provides articles related to the verdict.

Article:
http://www.abanet.org/irr/hr/spring00humanrights/chaney.html

An excerpt of a speech given by Ben Cheney, brother of slain James Cheney, to the New York Bar Association.

Article:
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33586894/

Justice is still sought in the cold case with the prosecution of James Seale’s involvement in the murders.

Primary:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/price&bowers/articles.html
Source
This site lists several direct quotes from newspapers and other sources which depict not only the attitude of those strongly enraged by the killings, but also the racist attitudes of the time.

Timeline:
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/price&bowers/miss_chrono.html

A concise timeline of the key events in the case.

Song:
http://www.peteseeger.net/thosethree.htm
Lyrics
Song about the three young men killed in Mississippi written and performed by Pete Seeger.

Film:
Free at Last: Civil Rights Heroes
Goodman, Schwerner, and Chaney’s murders are profiled in this film, along with other victims in the cause for civil rights.
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