COURSE EXPECTATIONS: ALGEBRA 1

MRS. CAROLE FOLEY  EXT. 240

1) Required materials

A. Textbook must be brought to class everyday. (Use a book cover)

B. A one half inch 3-ring binder.

C. A pocket folder for math papers only.

D. Pencils and red pens.

E. TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus.

F. Scientific calculator.

G. Agenda.

2) Classroom policy & procedures

A. Absolutely no writing on desks or Smart Board.

B. If late, get an excuse from the teacher who detained you or 1 after school detention.

C. For the benefit of all, a “learning atmosphere” is expected to be maintained.

D. Ask questions if you don’t understand.

E. Extra help is available in the math lab. (Rm 239)  Math lab is open from 7:20am until 3:00  and is staffed by one of our math teachers.  You may go during your assigned study or during your lunch.

F. Form study groups.

3) Homework policy

Assignments will be handed out at the beginning of each unit.  Homework counts for approximately 13% of your grade.

A. Each assignment must be labeled clearly at the top of the page with the date assigned, section, pages, problem numbers and the assignment number.

B. State the original problem and then show work, not just answers.  Work should be from top to bottom, not side to side.

C. If more than one night elapses before the homework is collected, it will be assumed that your will be sure that the homework is absolutely complete and correct.  Corrections should be made with a red pen.

D. Check all answers in the back of the book.  If correct, mark it as such ©. If incorrect, mark it with a red X.  NO CREDIT GIVEN IF THIS IS NOT DONE.

E. A pencil must be used.  All homework SHOULD BE DONE ON LOOSE-LEAF PAPER.

F. Be neat, mistakes should be erased, not crossed out or written over.

G. Each night, you are to correct last night’s homework, review today’s notes and then do tonight’s homework.

H. Keep up with daily assignments to prevent getting lost, behind, frustrated, depressed and/or anxious.

4) Evaluation/grades

A. Quizzes

1. Quizzes count for approximately 14% of your grade.

2. Both announced and unannounced.

3. Remain calm and confident

B. Tests

1. Test count for approximately 70% of your grade.

2. Date of test will be announced at least a few days in advance.

3. Scored on 100 points.

4. Use a pen only if you are perfect and make no mistakes.

5. Study, relax, and THINK.

C. Participation/Planner

1. Daily use of the school planner is required by the administration.

2. Homework and reminders regarding tests and quizzes must be written in the school planner daily.

3. Participation/Planner use count for approximately 3% of your grade.

D. Grades

1. Quarter grade:  Average quiz, homework, participation/planner, and test points.

2. Semester grades are a combination of two quarters work (40% each and a semester exam (20%).

5) Attendance/Absence

The more you’re here, the more you learn.  But everyone gets sick sooner or later so please follow these suggestions.

A. You are responsible for any work missed while absent.  Be sure to keep up with the homework.

B. Tests are announced in advance.  If you are absent on the day of a test, or if you return the day of the test, you will be required to take the test the day you return.

C. If absence is long term, either you or your parents should get all homework from my web site and call me (X240), if needed.

D. If absence is due to a retreat, you must let me know ahead of time so that we can discuss when the work is due.
6. Teacher Availability

A. Please remember that I’m here to help you.  I want you to succeed as

much as you and your parents do.  I will be available in the math lab from

7:20am until 7:55 every day to help you.  I hope you have a great year!
My phone number is 392-4050, ext. 240.

B. Math lab (room 239) is open every period of the day.  You may go during your assigned study or during your lunch. 

