Eighth Grade English Syllabus
Teacher: Mrs. Case

E-Mail: sherryc@wcs.k12.va.us
Home Phone: (276) 628-2558

Objectives: This year, you will be able to hone your skills as a communicator.  You will be expected to understand grammar and use the correct form of grammar within your writing. You will be expected to write in many different forms including descriptive, persuasive, expository, and informational.  

Reading will also be a large part of your year.  We will be reading novels, newspapers, expository (factual) text, as well as others.

Our goal is to prepare you for high school and college, and to have the highest test scores possible on the SOL tests.
Materials: You will need to bring your assignment book, a three ring binder, one subject notebook, and a PENCIL every day.  You will also have a grammar workbook that will be given out the first week of school.  This should be kept in your three ring binder at all times.
Rules:  (All rules in your student handbook should be followed.) However, I have a few more that pertain to my classroom.

1. The word “Shut-Up” is not to be used.  You can asked someone 

    to be quiet without using that term.

2. You must respect others opinions, possessions, and space.

3. Be prepared to do your best work for me.  I am not interested in 
    what someone else can do and I will not compare you to any  

    other student.
4. No books should be left in my classroom for the next day.

Class Procedures:  

Beginning of Class: Come in, find a seat, and look at the white board for the “Bet You Didn’t Know” or Journal entry for the day is written.

During Class: You should pay attention, take notes, ask questions, and work on any assignments you may have.
End of Class:  Work until the bell, Then copy all homework assignments if not already done, collect all personal belongings, take all your books, make sure your desk is free of trash, and wait to be excused.
Grades:  Grades in 8th grade are weighted.  

Class work:  15%

Homework: 20%

Participation: 10%

Notebooks/

Quizzes:     25%

Tests
   30%

Notebooks will be graded throughout the year.  They should be a way of pulling up any low grades.  The count as a quiz grade.
Make-up Work:  It is your job to come to me for your missing work.  You have three days to make up you assignments.  After this period of time, you will be given an incomplete as a grade.  If the work is not turned in, you will be able to take part in Saturday Academy.   Saturday Academy is not for discipline problems, but rather, a way to insure that all students succeed!
Rewards: Throughout the year, there will be classroom rewards.  More on that later.
SOLs:  There will be two SOL tests given in English this year.  The first is given early March.  This is the Writing test.  It is divided into two days.  The first day is a multiple-choice test covering some grammar, editing, spelling, and the writing process.  The next day is the direct writing prompt.  Students will be given a prompt by the State and will be expected to write a solid five-paragraph essay. 

In May the second test, Reading Comprehension, is given.  This test is also multiple choice.

I know this is a lot to take in, but I promise we will have a great year!
