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Belief called - Tao

Look for peace in nature like the clouds and streams
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Route developed to take goods from China to Middle East

Called the “Silk Road” 

Why?
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Chinese also traded:

Copper, bananas, pineapples, rice, soy beans, ivory
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Promoted PEACE

Ruler should be loving father (not a war lord)

Leader takes care of people – people take care of him and China
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Confucius (person)

Born during LOTS of war

Confucius creates a philosophy = system of beliefs

called “Confucianism”
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Politeness 

Respect

Importance of learning
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Shang Dynasty = China’s 1st dynasty



What is a Dynasty?
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Village system organized:    

Landowner                        peasant                           slave
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Zhou people -

Organized land into square sections



Stone tools were replaced with Bronze
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Emperor takes over to end wars

 Organizes land into “states”

Establishes system of money, weights
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Builds roads, canals, irrigation

Started Great Wall

Thousands of people died on building projects
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Power passed from one generation to another

One family and their relatives have all the power                            (all rulers are related)
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New government officials carry out:

 laws, taxes, census, roads, parks, public libraries
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Know about Hinduism from sacred writings that survived
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Where do civilizations start then???

VALLEYS
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Rivers cut through mountains

Flood yearly = monsoon

Leaves flattened area around rivers = Valleys
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Geography: Mountains

Himalayas, Hindu Kush

and Rivers 

Indus, Ganges            (run through India)
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Flat valleys make good farming land

Indus River valley develops

Larger than Egypt and Sumeria combined!
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2 cities had items not found anywhere else

(spices, silk, woods)



Mohenjo-Daro had flushing toilets and showers!
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2 major centers of trade for in ancient India

Very POWERFUL

Mohenjo-Daro   Harappa
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Separate culture, language, religion, food, SPECIES (animals)

Rest of the world wanted those “unique” things (things only found in China)
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Those who do not like Hinduism, form new religion



Leader is Siddhartha
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Reincarnation – belief that when you die,

you are reborn  as another human or animal



Don’t step on an ant!!!
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Caste system – organization of society into “castes”



Priests, warriors, merchants, peasants

One caste CANNOT interact with another
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Yoga - form of exercise practiced to help free the soul



Today yoga popular for flexibility and strength
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Siddhartha reached “enlightenment” –understanding how the world works



He becomes “Buddha”
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Siddhartha was a prince



He left his rich life



Lived in poverty and meditated
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Buddhists also believe in reincarnation



NO caste system



Peacefulness = happiness
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Some goods were so valuable (silk, spices)

People risked their lives to get and sell them
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Protected on 3 sides by: 

Pacific Ocean Himalayas              Gobi Desert

China is isolated
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What does isolation from the rest of the world lead to???
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