Culture Universals Worksheet

Directions: The culture of a civilization can

be divided into categories called “universals”.
1. Choose a project option:

· Analyze your OWN culture 

OR 

· Design an alien culture

2. Choose ONLY 5-6 of the Culture

Universal elements below to fill in /

explain / complete for your project.

HIGHLIGHT the elements you choose

And complete.
I. Background of Culture

A. Time -
B. Geographic setting -
C. Physical description of people -
II. Themes
A. Values: What is important to the people? -
B. Ethics: What is considered right or wrong in the culture? -
C. Symbols: What visual images indicate the culture’s themes (fit values and ethics)? -
III. Economics

A. Technology -
B. Division of labor (who does what?) -
C. Trade and money -
D. Transportation -
IV. Food, Clothing, Shelter

A. Food (methods of production and domesticated animals) -
B. Clothing and adornment (jewelry) -
C. Shelter and dwellings -
Name: __________________________

Period: ___________

Date: ____________

V. Laws and Regulation

A. Government (type of government) -
B. Law enforcement -
C. War and peace -
VI. Family and kin

A. Marriage and type of family groupings -
B. Child training and rites of passage -
VII. Attitude Towards the Unknown

A. Religious beliefs -
B. Religious practices -
C. Death rituals -
VIII. Communications

A. Language -
B. Number systems -
IX. Art and Esthetic Values

A. Art -
B. Music -
C. Dance, drama and literature -
X. Recreation

A. Games sports -
B.    Use of leisure time -

