6th grade World History





1/9/12
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Your student is going to begin an exciting journey through the ancient Greek culture starting Tuesday, January 10th.  The class will be transported back to ancient Greece and join a city-state (“polis”).  Each group of students will then compete in a variety of tasks and activities for the glory and honor of their polis.  All work will be done in class EXCEPT for the Festival Project (see below), which must be completed by the student on their own.  The simulation will last four weeks and consists of several stages.
Week 1 = Academy: Students are placed into city-states and develop their identity.  Here they learn to act as Greeks.  This stage includes several lectures on Greek life.  Students will compete as city-states in daily review quizzes.

Week 2 = Acropolis: Each city-state will construct a Greek temple within an allotted amount of time in class.  Each group will be provided the same materials and given time to create a “blue-print”.  “Visiting dignitaries” will judge the temples for beauty and symmetry.

Week 3 = Theater:  Each city-state will be given a summary of an ancient Greek play.  They will need to take the main idea and characters of the play and create their own re-enactment.

Olympics:  Each student will choose an event to participate in such as straw javelin toss, tortilla discus throw, standing long jump, etc.

Week 4 = Festival Project Presentations:  Students will present their individual projects to the class.  Directions are posted on my website at www.quia.com/pages/mevers/greekunit 

     Unit Final: Students will complete an open-note “Thinking Essay” looking at a specific part of the Greek culture and how it connects to our culture today.  Students be given the prompt (question) ahead of time and have time to work on a pre-writing guide.


     Feast:  A celebration of a successful simulation completion.  Awards will be presented to individuals and city-states.  We will feast on various Greek foods and grape juice.
FESTIVAL PROJECT

This project is a requirement of the Greek simulation.  I will review project requirements and due dates with students as well as provide them with over 40 different ideas that they can choose from.  A list of project choice and directions is at www.quia.com/pages/mevers/greekunit  and linked to my main class webpage.
This project is to be done by students ON THEIR OWN TIME, AT HOME.  There will be NO class time to work on the projects.

Students will be assisted in selecting their project.  Projects types range from essays, plays, clothing creation, art presentations, to Greek food preparation.

I will sign off on a student’s selected project as approval that they may do that specific project.  If a student wishes to change their project, THEY MUST get MY prior approval to do so.

Students will have a total of THREE (3) weeks to complete their project.  Their project will be due the day they are scheduled to present.  Students will be assigned:
Wednesday, February 1st
or

Thursday, February 2nd
If a student is absent, they will be required to present at lunch the DAY THEY RETURN, no exceptions.
