AP® SPANISH LITERATURE
2009 QUESTION OVERVIEWS

Question 1

This question assesses stuidenis’ ability to write an cssay analyzing the way in which « giver. thema is
treated in a poem that is nol on the reqmized reading Bist far the course. On this year's sxam, the seicction
was "La higuera,” a seven-stanza, 27-line poem by Juana de [harhowroy. Stidents were askod to analyze
ihe: vision of tha [ig tree presented in the poem and to discuss the poet's use of langusage and poetic
davices to cotemunicals this vision.

Ouestion 2

In the thematic apalysis, Lwo types ¢l cuesticns are possibile: one is an analysis of a given thems o opc
in one wark from the required reading ¥st, and the second involves the comparison of 4 given theme of
topicin tivo works from Lhe Jist. This yeat’s question wzs of the former type. Students were asked to write
an essay analyzing how a specific event preduces a transformasion in ¢ne ar more PersoLys N one work
chosen from a st of four titles: Cervantes’s El jngesioso hictalgo don Quijote de fa Mancha, Alag's “jAdids,
Clorderal,” Gare’a Marquez's "Bl ahegads mds heymnoso del munrde,” and Cottdzar's “La noche hoea
arriba." These works offerad significant coverage of the reading liss gengraphically {Spatn 2ad Latin
Anerica) and chronologically (seventeenth; nitieteent, and twentioth centovies). All the aptions wers
narrahive taxie, se they especially Tent thermriselvas to & question that asked eboul a relationsaip hetwesn
cause and effect, eveni and ensuing transformation.. ’

Question 3

The texl analysis question has lwo possible variations: one inveoives an analyais of a crilical commentary
about one work from the reqaired reading list: the othe is the ana’ysis of ap excamt from a work on. the
reading list. This year's yuestion was of the farme: type. Fvwas based on an excerps from “Las. socisdaces
creadas en €l tealro de Fedesico Gavcia Larsa,” anarticle by Dennis A Kiein in which he discusses the
svimbaiic use of walls to express the enforcement or transgvession of sogial, sexval, and gender nomns by
tha characters i f8 casa de Bernarda Alba. Studsnts were asked 10 analyzs how tae ideas m the excerpt
from Xlein's commentary are iellzcind in the play.
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