What Does Neil Sedaka Have To Do With French?

If you guessed something about a song called Calendar Girl then you know the inspiration for this next foray into the cultural world of holidays of France!  Do you like parties?  Every day there is a reason to celebrate somewhere! We are going to spend the next few days discovering many holidays and festivals that are celebrated in France.

· We are going to divide the class into Seasons, with one group responsible for Spring, another Summer, continuing with Winter and Fall.

· Next we will further divide our season into months.  (Dec., Jan., Feb., belongs to the Winter Group; March, April and May belong to Spring; June July and August belong to Summer; Sept., Oct., Nov., belong to Fall)

· Each student will be responsible for making a big calendar, (or part of one depending on how many students in a group), naming three or more of the holidays and celebrations of that month.  The calendar needs to be colorful and show graphics that relate to the type of celebration you are trying to show.

· Find the best examples of French regional, national or religious holidays, festivals, or celebrations. Include, briefly explain in French, and illustrate them on all monthly calendars.

To help get you started, I've found 2 very useful sites and posted them at the bottom of my web page, in the Useful Links section.  Go to the very bottom of the page and look for  Le Calendrier des fêtes (France) and Holidays in France.  One is a calendar with celebrations from all over, the other is plain, but the more useful. (You may need to do a little research on your own too.)

· Once there, select your month and you will see the holidays and descriptions you need already in French.

· When your group presents your season, bring in props to illustrate and bring to life the celebrations you have chosen.

· The props may include but are not limited by music, food, decorations, clothing and activity equipment.

· Have Fun!

Le Calendrier de Fêtes!

Teacher name: Mme Dalpé

Student Name ___________________



Excellent 
Good 
Satisfactory 
Needs Improvement 

Use of Class Time 
Used time well during each class period. Always focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others. 
Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others. 
Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others. 
Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others. Needed frequent supervision/reminders to return to work.

Graphics - Relevance 
All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
Most graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation. 

Required Elements 
The poster includes graphics and written description in French of at least 3 fêtes on current calendar. I can point out at least one example of newly gained knowledge per calendar, (3 in all per season).

Props support presentation, and help in the comprehension of any new vocabulary.

Calendar is accurate for this year.  Calendar is in the French style, (starts on a Monday.) Pronunciation is very good.
All required elements are included on the poster. (At least 3 celebrations, with explanations in French). I can point out at least two examples of newly gained knowledge per season.

Pronunciation is good, only faltering once or twice.

Props support presentation.
All but 1 of the required elements is included on the poster. 

Struggled with pronunciation, halting, or lapsing into English.
Several required elements were missing. 

Often spoke in English. 

Attractive-ness 
The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. Text is dark enough to read easily.
The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. The text  is legible and dark enough.
The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy/difficult to read. 
The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

Title 
Title can be read from 6 ft. away and is quite creative. 
Title can be read from 6 ft. away and describes content well. 
Title can be read from 4 ft. away and describes the content well. 
The title is too small and/or does not describe the content of the poster well. 

