The American Immigration Web Quest

Introduction
The United States of America is unique in that most of its citizens are not indigenous (Originating and living or occurring naturally in an area or environment to this country. Groups of people have been immigrating to North America since the beginning of the 1600s. Which groups of people contributed to the America we know today by immigrating here from nations across the world?  From which country or countries did your ancestors immigrate? This web quest about American Immigration will answer these questions and others. The quest will take several weeks to complete and will require you to research on the web, in your school library, and at home.  You will not work in groups for this project but individually on the whole thing . I am making a point of this because on the web site you will find directions about working together.  The four parts are outlined below. Let us begin the quest!

The Task 
Using the suggested resources, you will have the opportunity to gain a better understanding of American immigration since the 1600s. Visit the internet sites and look at the other suggested sources of information. Everything you need to complete the web quest is listed in the Resources section of this page. The four parts of the web quest are as follows:
Part I: 

This section of the web quest will help you to better understand the different waves of immigration that came into the United States beginning in the 1600s. You will do this by working alone to complete a worksheet. Using the American Immigration Home Page, http://www.bergen.org/AAST/projects/Immigration/  I have assigned each person to research a particular time period of American immigration.
The four periods are:
1. 1607 - 1830  (Ann Marie and Jim)

2.  1830 - 1890 ( Tierney and Sabrina)

3. 1890 - 1924  (Jack and Kendall)

4. 1968 - Present  (Brian and Sandra)

You have your time period and you will begin  research of time period using the American Immigration Home Page and the Resources section of this page to find information and answer the following questions on your worksheet. Keep in mind that each time period will have waves of immigrants from several countries. You must answer the questions for each of these groups of immigrants.

These questions are found at the end of this work, they are in the form of a worksheet
· From which countries did the immigrants in your time period come? 

· When did they immigrate and why? What were the motivating events that encouraged immigration? 

· What did these immigrants hope to find in America? 

· Where did they settle and why did they settle there? 

· How did this group of immigrants contribute to American society? 

· How were these immigrants treated by other Americans? 

Part II:
This portion of the web quest will explore Ellis Island, where many immigrants were processed in the beginning of the 20th century. You will work alone to complete the following requirements:
1. Locate the Ellis Island site (http://www.ellisislandrecords.org/). Using  (pick a name of your own choice) this name, create a character who will be reflecting on his or her experiences at Ellis Island. Use this person's story to show what a typical experience might have been like for someone immigrating and being processed through the island's facility. The information that is revealed should be based on what you learned by visiting this site. The writing should be in the first person. 

 Part III
The last part of the web quest is a group immigration history project that you will each complete individually. You will select one of the following groups of people whose immigration into the U.S.A. has had a significant impact on our country.
  
	India
	Japan
	Italy

	Sweden
	Ireland
	Scotland

	Germany
	Greece
	China

	Czechoslovakia 
	Norway
	Spain

	England
	Hungary
	Jews

	Cuba
	Mexico
	Denmark


Use at least three different sources (Internet or non-Internet) to find out the following information. Document your sources in accepted bibliographical format. 

 

1. Define "immigrate" and "emigrate." Use an example to show the difference between the two words. 

2. Find a blank map of the United States and indicate concentrated areas of settlement for your group. You will need to color code your map to show waves of immigration at different time periods. 

3. Discuss some of the reasons that these people came to the United States. Remember that these reasons may change depending on the time period that that emigrated from their country. 

4. What are some of the contributions that this group has made to the United States?  Has anyone of prominence emerged from this group? 

5. What are some of the problems that this group of people encountered in trying to acclimate to their new home? 

6. Elaborate on five things that you learned about this group that you found interesting in your research. 

7. Use the following site to desribe how things were handled on the West Coast http://www.angelisland.org/immigr02.html
  
The Process
To complete the quest, you must complete the three parts in order according to the time frame that your teacher gives you. You will print out the worksheet to use for Part I. Complete it as an individual work using the given web sites. For Parts II and III, you will work individually. Each of these parts will require some research (either on the World Wide Web, in the library, or both) and some writing.
Conclusion
Congratulations! You have completed the quest. You now have a deeper understanding of the process of American immigration. You also have learned invaluable information about your family's immigration history that you can pass on to your own children. 
Based on a template from The Webquest Page.
Worksheet

1) From which countries did the immigrants in your time period come? 

2) When did they immigrate and why?  What were the movitvating events that encouraged immigration?

3) What did these immigrants hope to find in America?

4) Where did they settle and why did they settle there?

            5)  How did this group of immigrants contribute to 
                American society?
       6)  How ere these immigrants treated by other Americans?
                
5) Discuss some of the reasons that these people
came to the United States. Remember that these reasons may change depending on the time period that that emigrated from their country

