Interview Questions

Your name:

Name of interviewee:

Relationship to students:

*Instructions:  On another piece of paper answer as fully as possible at least 25 of these questions.

1. What was your Mother’s name?_________________________

Your father’s name?___________________________

Your grandmother’s name_______________________

Your grandfather’s name______________________

2. Do you know the dates and locations of the births of these people?

                 Mother_________________________________

                 Father_____________________________________


           Grandmother__________________________________

                  Grandfather_____________________________________

3.. Was yours a religious family?  Did you all attend services together?

3. What did your father do for a living?  

4. Did you have cousins living near by?

5. Were you named for some member of your family?

6. Were you considered rich, poor or middle class?  Who handled the money in your family

7. What did your home look like?  Was it a house or an apartment?  What color was it?  Was it stone or wood?  One story or two?

8. Was there music in your home?  If there was how did it come to you, radio, record player, some other way?

9. Was there any place in your house that scared you?  The basement?  The attic?  Or any place that was especially cozy?

10. Were your parents interested in the news?  Which news stories made the greatest impression on them and you?

11. What was the street like where you lived?  Busy or quiet?  Brick or paved?  Was there a stoplight or stop sign on the corner?

12. How did you keep cool in the summer time?  Window fans?  Ceiling fans?  Air Conditioning?

13. What was your address?

14. Do you remember a phone number?

15. If now you could move back to the house you grew up in, just the way it was back then, would you?  Why or why not?

16. Did you have a nickname?

17. Do you remember have the chicken pox, mumps, or any other childhood diseases?  Were you ever seriously ill as a child?  How did your mother take care of you?

18. As a child did you have heroes?  Who were they?

19.  Describe a typical family dinner, who cooked it, and what did you eat?

20. Do you know anything about the meaning and back ground of your surname?

21.  Are there any stories about famous or infamous relatives?

22. Are there any physical characteristics that run in your family?

23. Do you remember any fads from your youth?

24. What is the one thing you would like people to remember about you?

25. What important world events took place while you were growing up?  Did any of these affect you?

26. When you got into trouble at home how were you disciplined?

27. Do you remember the name of your first school, could you walk to it?

28. Did you eat lunch at school?  Did you buy it there or bring it in a lunch box?

29. In high school were you a diligent scholar or did you take a more casual approach?

30. Would you rather be in high school today or back when you were there?

31. Name your boyfriends or girlfriends in high school.

32. What modern conveniences are your favorite?

33. If you were ordering your “last” supper what would you order?

34. Which president did you admire most in your lifetime?

35. Have you ever seen racial injustice first-hand?  Have you ever been the target of racial injustice?

36. Do you have any superstitions?  Do you knock on wood?  Throw salt over your shoulder, avoid black cats?

