Dear Parents and/or Guardians,

Let me take this opportunity to say how excited I am about this new school year. I have many returning students and a few new faces in my classes. I look forward to getting to know your child. The very first thing that I want parents to know is that I wish to keep the lines of communication open between my program and the home. If at any time you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail me or contact me. If I am unavailable, leave a message and I will return your call as soon as I am available.

Please read, carefully, the attached syllabus with your child. It outlines the details of the choral program and provides you with an outlined schedule of events. If there is any concern that your child may not be able to meet the criteria set forth in these expectations, please contact me immediately. I do take these expectations very seriously. Just like any other teacher, I have Virginia Standards of Learning that must be taught in my classroom. I do grade accordingly. If your child cannot follow through with the expectations outlined in this syllabus, then his/her grade will be adjusted accordingly. Students cannot just “sit” in my classroom and get a good grade. I do written assessments in music theory and individual singing tests. I teach and expect students to learn basic music theory and sight-singing. I assign critical listening and written responses to music as well as teach music history. I believe in quality, not quantity. I would rather have a handful of students who work hard to develop their talent than a packed room of apathetic observers. Be aware, students have failed my class before for not meeting the requirements set forth in this syllabus. My class is an ELECTIVE. If you and your child decide that he/she cannot follow these guidelines then select another class. Also be aware that my class is NOT a study hall. I will not allow students to do other class work in my class. Your child will be expected to SING.
You will see from the list of choral events that there may be times we will need parent chaperones (All District Events, Music Festivals, etc.).  In order to participate in these events, I must take chaperones with us. All potential chaperones must go through a background check with the school system. These background checks can take up to three months to process, so you will have to apply immediately. If you are interested in being a parent chaperone, please contact me as soon as possible so that I may assist you with the appropriate paperwork. 
Marion is hosting the Jr. All-District Chorus event March 6-7, 2009. I will require several parent volunteers to assist me as we host this event for 42 potential schools. Parents will be needed to assist with registration, hospitality (food for the directors), guides, supervision of students, concessions, etc. A volunteer does not have to commit to the entire weekend. Any assistance is appreciated and needed. If you are interested in helping, please mark your calendar NOW and let me know what you would like to do.

I have a website set up through the school. You can go onto the school’s website and locate the faculty link or you can go directly to my webpage using the following:

MMS – http://www.quia.com/pages/mmsmusic.html
This webpage is where I keep posted a calendar of events, a copy of the syllabus, student recognition, lesson plans and special announcements. I update this webpage weekly, so if you ever have a question about a schedule or potential schedule change, please refer to this page.

Once again, I look forward to getting to know your child. If at any time, you feel you need to talk to me regarding your child’s choral education, please feel free to contact me.

E-mail: chrystlegates@scsb.org
MMS – 276-783-4466

Chrystle M. Gates

Choral Director MMS / MSHS

GENERAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
2008-09

Please check Mrs. Gates’ webpage on the school website to see a detailed weekly and monthly calendar of events. In addition, sometimes dates change, so please check regularly.
September
Performance for 9/11 Remembrance Assembly at school  

October



Chorus Fundraiser
November



1   -
Junior All District Chorus Auditions (Grades 8 and 9)






Performance for Veteran’s Day Assembly at school
December



After school rehearsals week leading up to concert
MMS / MSHS Winter Concert – Performance Exam






Dates TBA 






School Performance – Assembly






Atkins Elementary Performance
January



Chorus written exams

March


          6-7 -   Jr. All-District Chorus Event – hosted by Marion
May




After school rehearsals week leading up to concert

MMS / MSHS Spring Concert – Performance Exam





Dates TBA






School Performance - Assembly





Written choral exam for those not exempt

 Marion Middle School Beginning Chorus 
Instructor:
Mrs. Chrystle Gates
First Period:
8:25 am -9:17 am 

Fourth Period:
11:11 am -12:02 pm
Course Description:  Beginning chorus will provide an opportunity for students to enjoy making music and performing while becoming better musicians. They will accomplish this through development of their voices and learning basic music theory which will lead to an enhancement of the students’ music reading abilities.

Objectives:

Please see the Standards of Learning for Vocal / Choral Music included in this packet.
Rules and Responsibilities:
· ABSOLUTELY no gum, food, or drinks other than water – we must keep our mouths clear for singing
· BE ON TIME folder, pencil, and music ready – the fourth tardy will be an office referral
· RESPECT – to the teacher and each others at ALL times

· ALWAYS sit in your assigned seat

· While the teacher is working with individuals or small groups, you MAY NOT be an interruption

· Folders will be returned to their correct shelf EVERYDAY
· Try hard and work even harder. I would rather hear a mistake than nothing at all.

· This is YOUR chorus. Take pride in yourselves and your work

· Try-outs for Jr. All District Chorus are strongly encouraged 
Remember… MMS ROCKS (Respect, Ownership, Character, Knowledge, Success).


RESPECT each others’ space and property. Listen and respond appropriately to teacher directions


OWNERSHIP – Bring all necessary materials to class. Be responsible for your own belongings.


CHARACTER – Clean up after yourself. Be courteous and kind to all.


KNOWLEDGE – Engage yourself and participate in class activities.


SUCCESS – Complete all assignments with care. Enter and exit the room orderly and quietly.

Grading

Grading is based on the following criteria

· In class participation (daily)




 
· Attendance at chorus performances and concerts (as scheduled)

· Written Assessments of Music Theory (weekly)





· Sight Singing / Singing Assessments
(monthly)
This being a performance ensemble, participation in school and public performances is a MUST. We spend weeks and months working toward these public performances. During this preparation I am teaching the choral Standards of Learning as set forth by the Virginia Department of Education. All of our in-class goals are directed toward these performances. Think of the performance/concert as the SOL Test that covers everything the student has learned all year. Not participating in a performance is akin to not showing up for an exam or an SOL test. Therefore, participation in the winter concert and the spring concert will count as 50 % of the student’s exam grade for each semester. (The other 50 % will come from a written exam in class). Students who may have an excused absence from a performance (refer to the Smyth County Rules and Guidelines for Performance Groups) will have the opportunity to write a 5 page paper on a pre-determined musical topic in lieu of the performance. Students with an unexcused absence from a performance will have their grade altered accordingly. Participation in smaller community and school performances will be graded according to these guidelines.

Performances and Rehearsals

Realize that being a member of a choir is an honor and more than just a school-day commitment (you have signed up for a class which requires extracurricular time that is a standard part of the grade). Everyone will be working hard to prepare for our concerts and we depend on everyone’s participation. There will be after school rehearsals in the weeks leading up to a concert and you are required to be there. You will be given at least one month’s notice of any after-school rehearsals. If there is a conflict with any of these dates, it is important to notify me as soon as possible. 
Concert Attire:

All students will be required to have a uniform chorus shirt for concerts, competitions, and all performances. The shirts are collared, polo style shirts with a “Marion” emblem on the front. These uniform shirts can be purchased from the chorus teacher for $20.00. They can be purchased at any time, however, all students must have a shirt before their first performance. Once purchased, the shirt belongs to the student and can be used year after year if the student remains in chorus.
Students must wear solid black dress pants or skirts to be provided by the student. NO DENIM! Skirts must come to the knee and may be no shorter.

All students must have black dress shoes to wear with the uniform. Ladies dress shoes must be solid, no sandals or stilettos (remember, you will be standing on choral risers and high heeled shoes are not safe to wear). 
Discipline: Respect in the classroom is a must for the teacher as well as the students. The rules and responsibilities listed in this syllabus are not to be taken lightly. They exist to make our classroom an enjoyable learning environment. I will not allow a minority of students’ behavior to hinder the desired learning of the rest of the class. Active participation in the class is extremely essential, therefore actions that are not participatory in what the class is doing will result in point deductions from the weekly participation grade. If the rules and responsibilities are not being met, the following actions will be taken in this order:

· Verbal warning

· Student / teacher conference
· Phone call to parent – parent conference
· Referral to office for administrative discipline

Required Materials


*pencils, pencils, pencils

* pocket folder for theory papers (any color or design)


* looseleaf paper

* music and choir folder will be provided

**NOTE: Poor attitudes are not welcomed and will be considered when accepting students into upper level chorus classes. It is your privilege to be here, NOT YOUR RIGHT. Act accordingly.

YOU ARE AN EXAMPLE TO THIS SCHOOL, THE COMMUNITY, AND YOUR PEERS. I EXPECT YOU TO ACT LIKE NOTHING LESS. EACH OF YOU ADDS SOMETHING THAT IS BEAUTIFUL AND EXCEPTIONAL TO THIS CHORUS. YOU HAVE A GIFT THAT ALLOWS YOU TO BE A PART OF SOMETHING VERY UNIQUE AND SPECIAL. I KNOW YOU WILL DO WELL.

Virginia SOLs - Vocal/Choral Music: Beginning Level

The Beginning Level standards are designed for students experiencing their first vocal/choral class. Beginning choral students may be found at any grade level within the elementary, middle, and secondary school setting, as prescribed by the local school district. The Beginning Level standards emphasize fundamental vocal development, traditional notation, and the introduction to ensemble singing. These standards require performance, creativity, and investigation at a fundamental level. Opportunities are provided for students to explore the relationship between music and the other fine arts and between music and disciplines outside the arts.
Performance and Production
CB.1
The student will demonstrate proper posture and breathing techniques to support vocal production.

1. Identify vocal anatomy, including the function of the diaphragm and larynx in singing.

2. Use breathing techniques to support vocal production.

3. Demonstrate the operation of the vocal mechanism.
CB.2
The student will sing with a free and clear tone, using accurate intonation.
1. Sing developmentally appropriate vocal exercises.

2. Perform assigned vocal parts in repertoire accurately.

CB.3
The student will sing with purity of vowels and clarity of consonants.

1. Produce pure vowel sounds—ah, eh, ee, oh, and oo.

2. Articulate consonant sounds.

CB.4
The student will perform dynamics and tempos as indicated by markings in the score in both solo and ensemble singing.

1. Apply dynamic markings, including p, mp, mf, f, crescendo, decrescendo.

2. Apply tempo markings, including allegro, andante, and lento.
CB.5
The student will perform an assigned vocal part in unison and in simple harmony.

1. Sing at least three of the following: rounds, canons, descants, partner songs.

2. Sing literature in two-part harmony.

3. Sing literature with and without instrumental accompaniment.

CB.6
The student will respond to basic conducting gestures.

CB.7
The student will respond to music through movement.

1. Use movement to illustrate contrasting styles of music.

2. Use body percussion to practice and perform rhythms.

CB.8
The student will improvise short melodic and rhythmic patterns in response to aural prompts.

1. Improvise “responses” in a style similar to given rhythmic and melodic phrases.

2. Use multimedia applications in creating original music.

SOLs - continued
Cultural Context and Music Theory

CB.9
The student will read and write basic music notation.

1. Identify notes and rests (eighth, quarter, half, whole), basic symbols, and terms.

2. Analyze and sight-read simple four-measure phrases, using a symbol system.

3. Read and write rhythmic patterns in simple meter at various tempos.

4. Utilize available technology and related software.

CB.10
The student will identify simple musical forms.

1. Identify similar and contrasting phrases.

2. Recognize visually and aurally AB and ABA forms.

CB.11
The student will study selections that represent various historical, stylistic, and cultural contexts of choral music.

1. Compare and contrast the functions of vocal/choral music in various cultures.

2. Identify distinguishing characteristics of representative choral music from a variety of cultures.

3. Classify an exemplary vocal/choral work by historical period, composer, and title.
Judgment and Criticism
CB.12
The student will apply choral techniques and musicianship in the evaluation of music performances.

1. Provide answers to questions regarding criteria for evaluating vocal/choral performances and compositions.

2. Develop and apply criteria for evaluating vocal/choral performances.

Aesthetics
CB.13
The student will compare music to the other fine arts.

1. Identify common elements and descriptive terms used in music with those used in the dance arts, theatre arts, and visual arts.

2. Identify careers in music.

CB.14
The student will demonstrate an awareness of the collaborative nature of the choral art.

1. Contribute to the success of the ensemble.

2. Demonstrate concert etiquette as a performer and listener.

Smyth County School Board Policy
7.24: Attendance Guidelines for Public Performance of Bands and Choral Groups

Realizing that music is a basic discipline of the school curriculum and that public performance constitutes an essential aspect of the music program and serve as a necessary laboratory experience for the students, all members of performing groups are required to attend all performances and rehearsals.

A master schedule of yearly activities will be made available to students and parents at the beginning of the school year. It is the responsibility of each school to ensure that the parents of every band and choral student receive a copy of this master schedule.

A student will be excused from missing a scheduled performance or rehearsal if he/she has a parent's or a doctor's note for personal illness. A student will also be excused for a death in the family or a conflicting religious meeting or observance, provided a note is received from a parent, in advance if possible. Students may be excused for other legitimate reasons at the discretion of the band or choral director and the principal. Such reasons must be presented to school personnel in a reasonable length of time prior to the absence(s) and a note from a parent will be required.

Should a student miss a performance or rehearsal, the following action will be taken:

3x 3 x 1 Block Schedule

Nine weeks' grade will be cut ten points for each unexcused absence from a scheduled performance.

Four points will be cut from the nine weeks' grade for each unexcused absence from scheduled after-school rehearsals.

4 x 4 Block Schedule

Nine weeks' grade will be cut five points for each unexcused absence from a scheduled performance.

Two points will be cut from the nine weeks' grade for each unexcused absence from scheduled after-school rehearsals.

If any other program/performances are added after the master schedule is posted, allowances will be made for students' absences with no penalties for students who have reasonable excuses for missing any of these added events.

At the discretion of the band director, the students who do not participate in summer band camp may not be allowed to participate in the contest show at the beginning of the school year.

Performing groups will have the option of participating or not participating at outside activities due to inclement weather or when the temperature is 32 degrees or lower. The school administration in conjunction with the music director will make this decision.

Portion to be turned in to chorus teacher:

Student Portion

I have read the syllabus and I am willing to do what is expected of me. I am aware that my participation as an ensemble member is essential to be a part of this group and lack of participation in any way, shape, or form will result in grade deductions and the prevention of my participation in upper level choral ensembles.

_______________________________
_____________________________

Student Printed Name



Student Signature




___________________________






Date

Parent Portion

I have read the syllabus and I understand what is expected of my child and the responsibilities it may place on me including providing transportation to and from performances and after-school rehearsals. I understand that this class requires commitments outside of school hours and those commitments are attached to the grades for this class. I am aware that this class is an elective.
_______________________________
______________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (printed)


Parent Guardian Signature

___________________________






Date

______________________________

______________________________

Home Phone Number



Cell Phone (emergency)

______________________________

______________________________

Work Phone Number



Email Address
