Page 328
Meet the Writer: 7-10 Facts. Your own words

Background: 5-7 Facts
Focus Question: Answer it in 10-12 Complete Sentences.
Define for me the idea of obsession. Can someone’s obsession lead him/her to destruction? Can this obsession lead to innocent deaths? Why do people seek revenge? Is revenge ever justified, and if so in what situation?
From Moby-Dick: The Quarter Deck pages 329-335
Page 330: “Soon his steady…movement” What inferences about Ahab can you make from the description of him walking the deck? What two clues suggest that he is a driven man?

In the same excerpt, why does the author compare the planks upon which Ahab walks to geological stones? To what does he compare these dents on the planking?

“D’ye mark…be out.” What do you think the crew members are saying about Ahab?

Page 330: “Good! Cried Ahab… my boys.” What is Ahab trying to do with these frenzied questions and answers in this scene? What can you infer from Ahab’s offer of a sixteen-dollar gold coin for spotting Moby-Dick?

Page 331: “All this while… bottle - - like him –him” Melville introduces the three harpooners through description and dialogue. What does he show about them?

Page 332: “Corkscrew…Moby-Dick” What does Ahab’s poetic description of the white whale tell you about him? What special characteristics of Moby-Dick do Ahab and his crew remember?

Page 332: “Captain Ahab…thy leg? What can you infer about first mate Starbuck from this passage?

Page 332: “Who told thee that… I think ye do look brave.” How does Ahab speak when he describes what Moby-Dick did to him? 
Page 332-333“Hark ye yet… without rebellion.” Summarize this passage.

Page 333-334“Starbuck now is mine… these still drive us on.” Judging from Starbuck’s comment and the description of his expression, what is his state of mind? Why doesn’t Ahab pay attention to these omens? What are these omens?
Page 334: “But those… of the Indian.” How is Ahab described in this paragraph? To what animal is he compared?
Page 334-335: Drink and pass… within his cabin.” What does the mates’ reaction to Ahab ceremony with the lances indicate? What does Ahab’s comment, “In vain!” refer to? How does Ahab rationalize and then dismiss their reluctance?

