Mrs. Cate Marino
English Department

847-392-4050 x309

cmarino@saintviator.com
Availability: before school, period 4, period 5, and by appointment
Modern World Literature II Syllabus
2012
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Students will read modern works (both fiction and non-fiction) from around the world and use them as a starting point for gaining a broader understanding of points of view beyond their own.  The course emphasizes reading, analyzing, discussing, and writing with particular emphasis on an individual’s ability to apply critical concepts in the understanding and interpretation of various countries’ cultures and literature, including their own.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS / REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Texts

· The Complete Maus by Art Spiegelman
· Excerpts from An Ordinary Man by Paul Rusesabagina

· Excerpts from Not on Our Watch by Don Cheadle and John Prendergast
· Woman at Point Zero by Nawal El Sadaawi
· Life of Pi by Yann Martel
· Any ancillary novels or texts assigned or supplemental readings throughout the spring semester.
OTHER MATERIALS

· Folder to be used exclusively for this class

· Notebook or 3-ring binder to be used exclusively for this class 

· Loose leaf paper

· Blue or black pens and highlighter 

· Colored pen or pencil for correcting work

· Assigned texts as we are working on them


· Agenda
COURSE OBJECTIVES / STUDENT OUTCOMES

A. To expose and expand the student’s awareness and appreciation of the various genres of world literature, and to appreciate these genres through a more intensive literary analysis.

B. To be able to recognize and explain literary elements, contrast characters, plots, themes, characterization, foreshadowing, etc. from these reading selections.   By developing these skills, the student should begin to make inferences, judgments, and evaluations based upon these readings, as well as evaluating the techniques, styles, and intentions of various authors.

C. To expand vocabulary with the study of central ideas, contextual words and clues, the infusion of new words, and the reading selections in this course.

D. To develop a more mature writing style by the process of grammar review, the composition of multi-paragraph essays, writing creative essays, supporting oral/written statements with more specific textual references, revising the aforementioned, as well as evaluating the student’s writing as well as samples from her/his classmates.    

E. To apply the developmental skills offered in this class across the school’s curriculum as well as integrate its importance into the larger picture of life that we experience on multiple levels.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS
1.  Required materials
A. Please be prepared for class (Agenda, notebook, folder, pens, highlighter, and appropriate texts). You will not be permitted to go to your locker to retrieve forgotten items.
 

B. Maintain an orderly and complete notebook to be used for this class only.

C. Maintain a two-pocket folder in which you will keep handouts, some assignments, and a supply of loose-leaf paper. Do not throw anything away as you will need it to study for your final exam. 

2.  Classroom policy and procedures

A. In order to maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning, students are expected to respect one another and the teacher.

B. Be punctual for class and in your seat when the bell rings.  Three unexcused late arrivals will result in a detention.  Also, being late for class will affect your participation grade.
C. You must be in your seats when the bell rings and will not be permitted to leave your seats until the dismissal bell rings. This means no packing up books before the class ends or gathering by the door. You will make it to your next class! 
D. Come prepared to class and ready to participate in class activities.

E. Electronic devices such as cell phones, MP3 players, etc. are not permitted in class.  If you have one in class, it will result in a detention.

F. Work cooperatively with other students on assigned projects. Everyone must pull their own weight!

G. If there is a problem related to this class, please come speak to me before school in the English department until the start of 1st period.  I will not speak with individual students during class as it is disruptive to the rest of the class.  

3.  Homework policy

A. Students should complete assignments for the dates on which they are due. Students will not be able to go to their lockers to retrieve forgotten assignments.

B. Check the Viator website for homework assignments. Homework assignments will also be on the board each day in class. Students should copy these assignments in their agendas, and I will answer any questions when we discuss the following day’s assignment during the class period. 

C. Students must complete reading or writing assignments before class begins.   

D. If you have technical trouble, you may email work to me. You should also back it up on your jump drive. However, do not bring your jump drive to me at the beginning of the class period and expect me to open your assignment. You must come see me before school to:

A. ensure that I have received the email or 

B. have me open your assignment from your jump drive

E. Please speak with me before school if there are circumstances that have prevented you from completing your work.

4.  English Department Late Work Policy


A.  If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn 


     it in to me by the start of the class, regardless of whether you attend 


     class or not.


B.  Late work will be scored according to the following scale:

· Up to 1 day late:  25% deduction

· 2 days late:  50% deduction

· More than 2 days late:  no credit

5.  Evaluation/grades

A. Be prepared for pop quizzes on assigned readings and notes.

B. I will announce dates and contents of major tests in advance. 

C. Due dates will be announced for each stage of the writing process for essays.

D. Points are assigned to quizzes, tests, projects, essays, and homework.  Grades are determined by dividing earned points by the total points possible for the quarter.  

E. Semester grades are a combination of each quarter percentage (40%) and a cumulative semester exam (20%).    

F. The official grading scale of the school is as follows: 93-100 = Excellent / 85-92 = Above Average / 77-84 = Average / 70-76 = Below Average / 0-69 = Failing (no credit)

G. I rarely give extra credit, and it is never given to individual students. Therefore, do not expect to receive extra credit to make up for missing work or poor grades that occurred earlier in the semester. If you keep up with your work and put forth a great effort, you will do great!

6.  Attendance/absence

A. Students are responsible for work missed during excused absences.  This includes getting notes for material covered in class.

B. You can find that week’s handouts in a folder on the shelf. 

C. If you are absent, you must make necessary arrangements with me promptly upon your return to school for make-up tests. This may not be done during class. Please meet with me before school or arrange a mutually convenient time to speak with me. You should plan to take tests announced in advance on the day you return to school.

7.  Teacher availability


 I will be available at the request of students at a mutually convenient time.  If you email me, you must cc your parents on the email.  For parents: I am available by phone and email during normal school hours.
9.  Ethics and Honesty
Plagiarism is “to use and pass off as one's own the ideas or writings of another" (American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. Edition 4: 2000). Everything you submit must demonstrate original work and views. Any ideas, or quotations intentionally borrowed from other sources must be properly and accurately cited and credited. Unless I specifically tell you that group or partner work is part of an assignment, all work must be done individually. You may be asked to submit your work electronically to a plagiarism detection website (TURNITIN), and all work is subject to random computer checks for plagiarism.  Refer to your student handbook for a detailed explanation of TURNITIN.  All cases of academic dishonesty will be handled according to school policy.  I expect students to act honestly, and won't assume you are cheating unless I see evidence. If I am wrong, talk with me.

COURSE OUTLINE 

*This may be subject to change.

1. The Complete Maus by Art Spiegelman

2. Excerpts from An Ordinary Man by Paul Rusesabagina

3. Excerpts from Not on Our Watch by Don Cheadle and John Prendergast

4. Woman at Point Zero by Nawal El Sadaawi

5. Life of Pi by Yann Martel
