August 7, 2008
Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians:

Welcome to 7th grade at Indian Trail Middle School!  Wolf Hall is an exciting place to be for the 2008-09 school year, and I’m very happy to welcome you to my math class!  I’ve included lots of information for you about my class in this packet, and I urge you to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.  I can be reached most easily by 
e-mail at comptona@jcschools.org or by calling ITMS at 610-6000 between 8:00 and 9:00 AM while my students are in related arts classes.  Please sign and return the last page of this packet to me at your earliest convenience.
This will be my seventeenth year as a middle school teacher, and I am as enthusiastic about this school year as I was about my first!  I expect 100% effort and participation from every student every day and pledge 100% effort and preparation on my part for every student every day!  With everyone committed to working together, we’ll have a fantastic year in math!  
Sincerely,

Aleta Compton
ITMS Wolf Hall Room 206

Math 7

Aleta Compton
ITMS Wolf Hall Room 206

Math 7

Phone:  610-6000

e-mail:  comptona@jcschools.org
Homework/Activity Site:  www.quia.com/pages/aletacomptonmath.html
Required Books (provided):


McDougal Littell Middle School Math:  Course 2


Practice Workbook


Notetaking Guide

Required Materials:


1-inch 3 ring binder with loose leaf paper and dividers


Pencils 


Red pens


Accelerated Reading book


Timetracker


Homework

Course Description:


Seventh grade math will answer the question, “When am I ever going to use this?”  All lessons will be based 100% on Tennessee standards while connecting to real-life situations and cross-curriculum applications.  Successful students will demonstrate proficiency in mathematical concepts by problem-solving, writing, technology, and cooperative groupings.
Classroom Expectations:


Successful students will follow the rules listed in the ITMS Timetracker and Code of Conduct.  In addition, students should enter class each day with a positive attitude, completed homework, and required materials.  Students will always show their calculations and be prepared to discuss the process used to solve problems.
Warm-Ups:


One section in your binder will be devoted to daily warm-ups which will review and reinforce math skills and problem-solving.  Students will earn weekly grades for completion of warm-ups. 
Instruction:


Daily instruction will follow the Learning Focus model.  Students will complete graphic organizers, participate in hands-on activities and games, and take appropriate and meaningful notes.

Homework:

Homework is the opportunity for students to discover whether they truly understand the concepts which were taught during school on any given day!  

Students will have math homework on most nights; some time will be provided during class to begin assignments, but homework MUST be completed before the next class!  Homework usually consists of 15-20 problems.  I post math assignments for the whole week on Monday mornings on my assignment board, and students MUST write them in their Timetrackers each Monday.   Assignments will also be posted on my QUIA site which may be accessed through the ITMS webpage (www.jcschools.org/itms/, click on “teachers,” scroll to “Wolf Hall,” 
click on the “QUIA” symbol by my name) or directly by accessing www.quia.com/pages/aletacomptonmath.html.  The Timetrackers and the 
QUIA site are wonderful tools in the event a student must be absent.  
Being absent is NOT an excuse for incomplete or missing assignments!  You will have one day for each day absent to make up and turn in assignments.  A completion grade and an accuracy grade will be taken on most homework assignments.  Homework will count as 25% of the total grade.
Class Activities and Assignments:


Daily activities and cooperative groupwork will count as 25% of the total grade.  This will include all “in-class” assignments such as warm-ups, timed multiplication and division drills, group projects, etc.
Quizzes and Tests:


Quizzes and tests will comprise 50% of the total math grade.  There will be occasional quizzes during a unit of study and a cumulative test for each unit.  There will be one Benchmark Test near the end of each nine weeks.  Students will receive listings of the state standards which are addressed on each benchmark.  Basically, Benchmark I will include textbook chapters 1, 2, and 3; Benchmark II will cover chapters 4, 5, and 6; Benchmark III will address chapters 7, 8, and 9.  Following the third benchmark, students will be immersed in geometry!  (Chapters 10-13)  
TCAPs will be in mid-April and Benchmark IV will be near the end of May.
Vocabulary:


Students must learn key math vocabulary in order to facilitate their understanding of math concepts and will be required to maintain a section in their binders for vocabulary words, definitions, and visual reminders.

Enrichment/Challenge Work:


I love to challenge my students!  I will provide challenging opportunities throughout each unit of study to ensure that all students are reaching their potential.  Please note that it will take me a few weeks to get to know my students, their abilities, and their work ethics.

I hope this information is helpful!  Please contact me if you have any questions.
Please return this sheet to Mrs. Compton!
Keep the other papers for future reference!

I have read and understand the procedures and expectations for

Mrs. Compton’s math class.

Student signature____________________________________

Parent/Guardian____________________________________

e-mail______________________________________________

Please list any information I may need to know in order to better serve your child and ensure a successful school year:

