
The 13 Colonies 

DIRECTIONS: Organize the information below into one graphic organizer that gives the 

following information for each colony: Founders, Economy, Religion  
 

New England Colonies  

        Province of New Hampshire 

Its economy was dominated by logging and fishing. Started by colonists from the Massachusetts colony. 

Multiple religions were present. 

 Province of Massachusetts Bay  

Begun by Puritans
1
, a religious group seeking the freedom to practice their religion. Economy was based on 

agriculture, fishing, and logging. 

 Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations  

Founded by Baptists fleeing religious persecution from Massachusetts. Economy was based on agriculture 

and fishing. 

 Connecticut Colony  

Started as a Dutch colony, but the English gained control of it. Economy was based on agriculture and 

fishing. Multiple religions present. 

Middle Colonies  

 Province of New York 

Began as a Dutch colony, but was later conquered by the English. Made most of its money in the fur trade 

and in agriculture. Also home to the Five Nations Native American tribal alliance, which later became the 

Six Nations after the Tuscarora joined them in 1720. It had a mixture of various Protestant religions. 

 Province of New Jersey 

Started out as a Dutch colony, but later became English. A religiously diverse colony, it made most of its 

money through agriculture. 

 Province of Pennsylvania 

Founded by William Penn, an Englishman. The colony’s name meant Penn’s woods. The colony had 

religious freedom and diversity for all monotheists. The colony generated most of its money through 

agriculture. 

 Delaware Colony 

Started out as a Dutch colony, but later changed hands into the English. The colony made most of its 

money in agriculture. This colony had a diversity of religions. 

Southern Colonies  

 Province of Maryland 

Another colony owned by the Lords Proprietors, it was originally established as a haven for Catholic 

Christians. The colony’s economy was based on agriculture, with tobacco being a main crop. 

 Colony and Dominion of Virginia 

Site of the first successful English colony at Jamestown. Economy was based primarily on the sale of 

Tobacco. Religions in this colony varied. 

 Province of North Carolina 

Originally founded by the Lords Proprietors, the area that would become North Carolina was not profitable, 

so it was split from southern Carolina and largely left alone. The colony made most of its money selling 

tobacco. Various protestant religions were practiced in North Carolina, foremost among them Quakers. 

 Province of South Carolina 

Originally founded by the Lords Proprietors as the Carolina colony, the part that made the most money 

would become South Carolina. The colony made much of its money by trading rice with the island of 

Barbados in the Caribbean. Many protestant religions were practiced in the colony.  

 Province of Georgia 

Established by the English as a buffer between Spanish territory in Florida and the Carolinas. The English 

decided to use Georgia as a place to put debtors in prison. Georgia never had a specific religion, being 

composed of many religions. Georgia’s economy could not compete with the Carolinas, but it did rely on 

agriculture. 

                                                 
1
 Puritans believed that secular governments are accountable to God to protect and reward virtue, including "true 

religion", and to punish wrongdoers. They opposed the supremacy of the monarch in the church, and argued that the 

only head of the Church in heaven or earth is Christ. 
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The 13 Colonies 

DIRECTIONS: Draw a line from each colony’s name to its location. 
 

 


