Amendments to the United States Constitution


Amending the Constitution of the United States is a two-step process.

Step ONE: Proposing an amendment
The Constitution allows for two methods of proposing an amendment: 

1. By Congress; OR 

Congressional proposition: Requires a 2/3 vote in both houses of Congress (The Senate and House of Representatives)

· There are 100 senators in the Senate: How many would need to vote to propose an amendment?

· There are 435 representatives in the House of Representatives: How many would need to vote to propose an amendment?
2. By a National Convention.
· National convention: An amendment may also be proposed by a national convention requested (or "applied" for) by legislatures of at least two-thirds of the states.
· There are currently 50 states. How many would need to request a national convention for a new amendment to be successfully proposed?
Step TWO: Ratification
A proposed amendment must then be ratified. There are two possible methods of ratification, and only Congress may choose which method to use.

1. Ratification by the legislatures of 3/4 of the states (38 states with 50 states currently in the Union). Such proposals sometimes have a ratification deadline.

2. Ratification by state conventions of 3/4 of the states.

Proposed Amendments
DIRECTIONS: What follows below are a list of proposed amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 
1. On your own, read each of the proposed amendments and beside each tell me:

a. Whether you agree or disagree with each amendment; and

b. Why you agree or disagree with each amendment

2. Once you are in your groups:

a. Discuss how you voted for each of the proposed amendments

3. I will then break you up into two groups, one representing the Senate and one representing the House of Representatives.

4. Once you are properly situated into both Senate and House, we will then proceed with step two of the amendment process for each proposed amendment: Ratification.
19th century
· Blaine Amendment, proposed in 1875, would have banned public funds from going to religious purposes, in order to prevent Catholics from taking advantage of such funds. 

· Christian Amendment, proposed first in February 1863, would have added acknowledgment of the Christian God in the Preamble to the Constitution. 

· The Crittenden Compromise, a joint resolution that included six constitutional amendments that would protect slavery. 

20th century
· The Equal Rights Amendment, approved by Congress March 22, 1972, would make government discrimination based on a citizen's sex illegal.

· Anti-Miscegenation Amendment was proposed by Representative Seaborn Roddenbery in 1912 to forbid interracial marriages nationwide.

· Common Property Amendment, proposed by various ecological activists in the 1990s, would protect common property for future generations.

· Death Penalty Abolition Amendment was proposed in 1990, 1992, 1993, and 1995 by Representative Henry González to prohibit the imposition of capital punishment "by any State, Territory, or other jurisdiction within the United States". 

· Flag Desecration Amendment was first proposed in 1968 to give Congress the power to make acts such as flag burning illegal. 

· Human Life Amendment, first proposed in 1973, would overturn the Roe v. Wade court ruling. 

21st century
· A Balanced Budget Amendment, in which Congress and the President are forced to balance the budget every year.

· School Prayer Amendment proposed on April 9, 2003, to establish that "The people retain the right to pray and to recognize their religious beliefs, heritage, and traditions on public property, including schools." 

· Protecting the reference to God in the Pledge of Allegiance and National Motto, proposed on February 27, 2003, by Oklahoma Representative Frank Lucas.[6]
· Every Vote Counts Amendment — proposed by Congressman Gene Green on September 14, 2004. It would abolish the electoral college.[7] Partly a response to the controversy surrounding Al Gore's defeat in the 2000 election.

· Equal Opportunity to Govern Amendment — proposed also by Senator Orrin Hatch. It would allow naturalized citizens with at least twenty years' citizenship to become president.

· The Federal Marriage Amendment. It would define marriage and prohibit same-sex marriage, even at the state level.

· On January 16, 2009, Senator David Vitter of Louisiana proposed an amendment which would deny US citizenship to anyone born in the US unless at least one parent was a US citizen, a permanent resident, or in the armed forces.
