The Civil War

I. Causes of the Civil War
DEFINITIONS:

1. The North: Those states in the northern part of the United States that generally DID NOT allow slavery.

2. The South: Those states in the southern part of the United States that generally DID allow slavery.

1. Sectionalism (




): 
a. Looking at the chart, why do you think there are so many differences between North and South?
b. The North’s goals were:
c. the South’s goals were:
2. Compromises:

1. What is a compromise?



2. Why would a compromise be a good thing? Give me an example.



3. Why would a compromise be a bad thing? Give me an example.



4. For the map of the Missouri Compromise below, what time do you think it shows, before the Mexican War, during, or after? Why?






· Examples of compromise between the North and the South

i. Missouri Compromise: 

1. What problems do you see with acquiring new land to the United States with the Missouri Compromise?
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ii. Compromise of 1850
Directions: For each number below, tell me which side (North or South) wanted that result, and why.
1. California admitted as a free state.

2. New Mexico and Utah admitted as slave states, the settlers of those states were allowed to decide whether to be free or slave.
3. The slave trade (buying and selling of Africans) was abolished (ended).

4. The fugitive slave law was passed.
a. What is the fugitive slave law?

b. How do you think this would impact you if you were a runaway slave in the North?
c. Why did Abolitionists nickname it the Bloodhound law?

iii. Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854

1. What did it do?







2. Which side (North or South) had the better argument? Why?










3. Slavery and the Supreme Court
a. Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1857:

i. Do you feel the Missouri Supreme Court made the right decision? Why?

ii. How do you think the U.S. Supreme Court decided in this case?

iii. How did the U.S. Supreme Court decide this case, and what do you think of their decision?

4. Lincoln’s election as U.S. president in 1860 
a. Why was his election a cause for the start of the Civil War?




5. North Carolina

a. What did North Carolina decide to do and why?





6. Fort Sumter

a. What happened?









b. In your opinion, did Lincoln make the right decision? Why?




DIRECTIONS: Use the map on the projector screen to:

a) Color the North, the North’s territories, and the South in THREE different colors.

b) Label each territory appropriately.
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II. Definitions: Use your prior knowledge to define the rest of the terms below.
1. North: The United States, the Union
2. South: The Confederate States, the Confederacy
3. Sectionalism:









4. Compromise:









5. Slave trade:









6. Abolish:










7. Abolitionist:









III. Beginning of the Civil War

	
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	North 
	1) More people

2) More factories

3) More railroads

4) Larger, better navy

5) Stronger government
	1) Poor military leadership

2) Less “fighting spirit”

	South
	1) Excellent military leadership

2) Protecting their homes (more “fighting spirit”
	1) Less people

2) Less factories

3) Lack of supplies (food, guns, etc.)

4) Less railroads

5) Smaller navy

6) Weaker government


1. Strengths and Weaknesses of the North and the South

a)  Which strength do you think is the most significant for each side? Explain why.

1. North:








2. South:








b)  Which weakness do you think is the most significant for each side? Explain why.

1. North:








2. South:








c)  Looking at all the strengths and weaknesses, what do you think the North thought about the South’s chances of winning the war AND how long it would take to end it?

d)  What would the North have to do to overcome its weaknesses?

e)  What would the South have to do to overcome its weaknesses?

2. Union General Winfield Scott (Where have we seen him before?


) had a plan to win the war against the South.

a) Examine the picture below. Describe what you think Scott’s plan was. 












b) Why use a snake to represent Scott’s plan?





c) On a blank sheet of paper, draw your own unique image to represent Scott’s plan and staple it to this sheet.
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IV. Emancipation Proclamation of 1862

· On September 22, 1862, Lincoln announced that he would issue a formal emancipation of all slaves in any state of the Confederate States of America that did not return to Union control by January 1, 1863
· An executive (presidential) order issued on January 1, 1863.

· Freed 3.1 million of 4 million slaves in the nation.
· It only freed slaves in the Confederacy, it did NOT free slaves in the Union.

1. Why do you think Lincoln only freed slaves in the Confederacy?















2. What would you have done if you had been in Lincoln’s place? Why?















3. Read the letter written by Lincoln below. Why did Lincoln argue that the Civil War was not about slavery, but about saving the Union (United States)?






4. Use context clues in the letter below to figure out the meaning of the word, forbear, and then tell me what you believe it means.
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- The Civil War began as a war to restore the Union, NOT to
end slavery.

“My paramount object in this struggle
is to save the Union, and is not either
to save or to destroy slavery. If I could
save the Union without freeing any
slave I would do it, and if I could save
it by fireeing all the slaves I would do
it; and if I could save it by freeing
some and leaving others alone I would
also do that. What I do about slavery,
and the colored race, I do because I
believe it helps to save the Union; and
what I forbear, I forbear because I do
not believe it would help to save the
Union.” — Abraham Lincoln, in a letter
to Horace Greeley August 22, 1862




V. Technology
· The Civil War was considered the first modern war. Many new forms of technology were seen, including:

1. Rifles: These guns had the inside of their barrels rifled (grooved), so that it would put a spin on the bullet.

a. Why would you want to put a spin on a bullet? (think of throwing a football).


2. Ironclads: Ships made entirely of metal.
a. What advantages would there be to a ship made of metal vs. a ship made of wood?











b. What disadvantages would there be?






3. Mines: An underwater bomb that would explode when a ship bumped into it.

a. What advantages would there be to using a mine in a blockade?



b. What disadvantages would there be?






4. Submarines: Ships that could travel underwater. They did not have any way of seeing where they were going unless the ship went up to the surface of the water.
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a. What advantages would there be to these ships?





b. What disadvantages would there be?






5. Gatling Gun: A machine gun, only portable via the back of a horse-drawn wagon.
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a. How would this invention have changed the way soldiers fought? (Soldiers used to fight by clumping up into lines)
















6. Imagine you were a time traveler and could bring back one piece of technology to help either the North or South. What would that technology be, and how would it change the Civil War? Draw this out on a separate sheet of blank paper.
VI. Battles
· Eastern theater

a. The South, in the beginning, won many battles in the east, mainly due to superior leadership with such generals as Robert E. Lee.
b. Battle of Gettysburg

i. The only major battle in the Civil War fought in the North.

ii. The North won, and the South was forced to retreat.

iii. The Southern general was Robert E. Lee.

iv. The Northern general was George Meade.

v. The battle lasted from July 1, 1863 to July 3, 1863, a total of 3 days of fighting.

vi. It was the bloodiest battle of the war, with about 23,000 dead on each side.

1. The British were looking on with great interest as the United States (North) and Confederate States (South) fought. What do you think the British would have done if the South had won the Battle of Gettysburg? Why?











2. How would the British coming in to fight during the Civil War have changed the outcome?














3. With a total of 46,000 dead in the Battle of Gettysburg, it was a massive loss of life. To truly understand how significant the number of dead killed that day, let’s compare it to our day-to-day lives.


a. If 46,000 people died in a year, about how many people would die every day?

b. If 4,600 soldiers died in the 9 years of American fighting in Iraq, how many times larger is the number of deaths in just the one battle of Gettysburg?

c. If there are 1,200 students at Carrington, how many schools’ worth of students died at Gettysburg?

d. If it took you 10 seconds to say the name of each soldier that died at the Battle of Gettysburg, how long would it take you to say the name of every soldier that died at the battle?

VI. Battles
c. Sherman’s March to the Sea.

· Ulysses S. Grant was the general in charge of all the North’s armies, and he ordered General William T. Sherman on his march to the sea from Atlanta to the Atlantic Ocean.
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1. Examine the picture above, describe what you see AND what you think is going on.















2. Do you agree with Total War? Why?








3. Do we fight Total Wars today? Why?








· Western theater
a. The North won most of the battles in the west, mainly due to poor leadership among their Southern opponents, such as General Braxton Bragg of North Carolina, who was regarded as a terrible general by everyone, even his own soldiers.
VII. Important People

Directions: Use the previous pages in your Civil War handout and your prior knowledge to briefly describe each of the important people below.
1. Dred Scott: 









2. Abraham Lincoln: 








3. Winfield Scott:









4. Robert E. Lee:









5. Ulysses S. Grant:









6. William T. Sherman:








7. Braxton Bragg:









8. Jefferson Davis: The president of the Confederate States of America (The South)

9. Harriet Tubman: Known as “Moses”, helped with the Underground Railroad


VIII. The Underground Railroad (NOT an actual railroad)

· Referred to the network of abolitionists helping slaves escape from the South into the free North.
· Why do you think they referred to the network as an underground railroad?












Directions: Follow along with the power point, and for each photograph shown, answer the following questions:

1. In one sentence or more, describe the object or objects.
2. Create a small journal entry from the perspective of an escaped slave along the underground railroad.
IX. The end
· General Robert E. Lee of the South surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant of the North at the McLean house in the village of Appomattox Court House, Virginia on April 9, 1865.
1. You’ve just been fighting a FOUR year long war with the South. What would you do to the South if you were the president of the North? Why?

















2. Imagination Essay: Write an essay imagining what it might be like to be a returning soldier from either the North or the South. What experiences did you have during the Civil War? How do you feel about how the war ended? What might you find when you return home? 

· Format: 1st person perspective

· Length: 100 words

· Illustration: Include at least one appropriate picture indicative of your essay (if you described the battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, include a picture showing the battle).
� Means area of fighting.
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