The U.S. Constitution

NOTES:

· The U.S. Constitution is the highest law in the land, it is more important than any law by any state.
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· The first TEN amendments to the U.S. Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights.

	Amendment
	Rights
	Notes

	1st
	Freedom of Speech
	

	
	No established religion
	

	2nd
	Right to keep and bear arms
	

	3rd
	Protection from quartering
	

	4th
	Protection from unreasonable search and seizure
	

	5th
	Eminent domain: Nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation
	

	6th
	Criminal Trial by jury
	

	
	Right to a speedy trial
	

	7th
	Civil Trial by jury
	

	8th
	No excessive bail
	

	
	No cruel and unusual punishment
	

	9th
	Protection of rights not specifically mentioned
	

	10th
	Powers not mentioned for the federal government are reserved to the states or people
	


I. DIRECTIONS: Complete the sentences below using your notes from Tuesday, November 8, 2011 and your own knowledge.
1. An amendment is 



.

2. One problem with the Articles of Confederation was that the central (federal) government 




.
3. In order to change the Article of Confederation, 



.
II. DIRECTIONS: Read each scenario below, and tell me:
1. Which Amendment is involved; and

2. Answer the question asked; and
3. Give a specific reason why you answered as you did.

Scenario 01: 
The City of Durham is planning on building a highway through John’s neighborhood. The planned highway goes right through John’s house. John refuses to move, arguing that he owns the house and land and that his parents are buried on the land. The City tells him he must leave his house and land and offer to pay him $100,000 (the land and house are worth $95,000). Who is right?
Scenario 02:


Jayna hates Governor Perdue. She camps out on the sidewalk in front of the governor’s mansion with a sign saying, “Perdue sucks! Down with Perdue!” Jayna is arrested by the police. Was Jayna’s arrest legal?

Scenario 03:


Damarius is arrested for breaking and entering his neighbor’s home. At sentencing, the judge decides to punish Damarius and sentences him to life in prison. Was the judge’s sentence legal?
Scenario 04:


Kayla is charged with murder on January 1, 2012. The police take her to jail and due to a large caseload in the court system, they do not have Kayla’s trial until September 14, 2012. Were Kayla’s constitutional rights violated?

Scenario 05:


Mark is found guilty of speeding, he was traveling 90 m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. school zone. The judge suspends Mark’s driver’s license, sentences him to jail for 2 days, and sets his bail at $5,000. Were Mark’s rights violated?

Scenario 06:


The police are chasing James through the streets of a neighborhood when James busts through a home’s door and into Amy’s living room. The police follow after and see Amy on the couch with illegal drugs in hand. One policeman arrests Amy and the rest continue to chase after James. Amy argues that her rights were violated. Is Amy correct?
