Early Carolina Colony
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The shaded portion above was all once part of the Carolina colony.

1. Did the English actually control all the shaded land? Why?

2. Define each of the words in bold below using your textbook.

The Carolina colony was organized by a charter, the King of England, Charles II became king after a civil war in which his father was killed. He owed some favors to the people that “restored” him, so he gave them land in 1663 that became the Carolina colony. These people who now owned the Carolina colony were known as the Lords Proprietors. 
3. In your opinion, what would these Lords Proprietors want with a colony in America?

	
	Your Plan
	Lords Proprietors’ Plan

	How would you encourage people to come to your colony?


	
	Offer them free land, and then once they plant crops, tax them.

	How would your colony be run (what government would it have?)


	
	The colony would be run by someone loyal to the Lords Proprietors.


4. Use p. 99 starting with “Social and Economic Conditions” and p. 100 in your textbook to compare/contrast life in the early colony with life today.

	
	Colony Life
	Modern Life

	How did they build homes?
	
	

	What did they build homes out of?
	
	

	How big were the homes?
	
	

	How did they heat the homes?
	
	

	Where did people worship?
	
	


5. Culpeper’s Rebellion
In 1673, the Lords Proprietors placed a new tax called the Navigation Acts on items like tobacco, fish, flour, and shingles on the colonists in Carolina. Many colonists refused to pay the taxes, so the Lords Proprietors tried to make them pay the taxes.


The Lords Proprietors put Thomas Miller and Thomas Eastchurch in charge of collecting the taxes. Both these men were motivated by the fact that tax collectors get a portion of the money collected for themselves.


George Durant and his wife were one of the first white people to settle in Carolina, he argued that the reason colonists were not paying taxes was that the settlers living far from the sea couldn’t afford to pay to go to the sea, and then pay their taxes.


The Proprietors decided to make Eastchurch the governor (ruler) of the colony, so that they could collect tax for the King of England. On his way from England to become governor, Eastchurch met a woman in the Caribbean islands, fell in love with her money, married her, stayed, and sent Miller to take charge of Carolina instead.


In 1677, Miller randomly arrested colonists, including threatening Durant by pointing a gun at his ribcage. Dozens of colonists came to Durant’s rescue and threw Miller and his followers into jail.

Eastchurch finally arrived after his honeymoon to find all this waiting for him in the Carolina colony. Unfortunately, Eastchurch got sick and died and Miller’s side and Durant’s side started fighting. Both sides wrote letters to the Proprietors in England about how the other side was making a mess of the situation. 


So the Lords Proprietors decide to send one of their own to take charge of the colony, a man named Seth Sothel. Unfortunately on his way to the Carolina colony his ship was captured by Turkish pirates and Sothel was taken prisoner. So the Proprietors picked a man named John Harvey everyone in Carolina colony respected … but Harvey died. Miller meanwhile escaped to England and told the Proprietors he was the real leader of Carolina. By 1680, the Proprietors decided to blame the whole mess on Miller, and not Durant, since Durant and his colonists were the taxpayers.

In 1683, Sothel finally escaped and arrived in Carolina, where he proceeded to do the exact same things Miller had done, which was to throw people in jail he didn’t like, and then take their land and sell it. So the colonists attacked Sothel in his house, and threw him in jail.

In 1691, the Proprietors were so tired of the trouble in Carolina colony, that they split it into north and south, the “north” Carolina colony was where all the trouble happened, and they decided to put John Archdale in charge, a man who left the colonists alone and let them do whatever they wished. The “South” Carolina colony was where lots of money was made growing and selling rice.

Answer the following discussion questions:

a. Why is this rebellion called Culpeper’s rebellion?

b. List all the people involved (there are at least SIX) and write a brief description of each person and their role in the rebellion.
c. Why were the colonists in rebellion?

d. How did the Proprietors respond to the problems the colonists were having?

e. Why do you think the Proprietors had a difficult time fixing the problems in the Carolina colony?

f. What do you think of the Proprietors’ ultimate solution to fixing the problems in the Carolina colony?

6. Create a timeline of the events surrounding Culpeper’s Rebellion.
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