Cordova Social Studies
The French and Indian War 1754-1763
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At the start of the war, the French population was located in the central part of the continent as well as in Canada with a population of 75,000 while the English were concentrated in the east alongside the Atlantic Ocean with a population numbering 1.5 million. Caught in the area between the French in the center, and the English in the east, were the Native American tribes. One main difference between the French and English approach to the Native Americans was that while the English generally ignored the Native Americans and would steal their lands, the French treated the Native Americans with respect and even lived in communities where both cultures lived and worked beside one another.
1. Create a bar graph comparing the two populations of French versus English.

2. Based on this bar graph, which side do you predict will win in a fight?

3. Given the attitudes of the French and English and even knowing the numbers, which side would you have supported in the war if you had been a leader among the Native Americans?

4. With a partner, discuss for 5 minutes which side you would have supported and why. Be prepared to share your answer with the entire class with concrete arguments as to why you supported one side over the other side.

Both the French and English wanted control of the land located between their territories (called Ohio country) because it was valuable land for farmers. The French built a fort called Duqesne (pronounced Duke-ain), while the English under colonel George Washington built a fort called Necessity. Both attacked one another, and Washington ended up surrendering after losing Fort Necessity. Washington was allowed to retreat back to the English colonies.
5. Why did the French and English want the Ohio country?

· Label the Ohio country on the map above.

The first few years of the war went badly for the English, with the French and their Native American allies winning most of the battles. During one of the battles, the Native Americans attacked and killed a large group of English, including women and children, some of whom were infected with smallpox. By 1758, a massive smallpox outbreak struck many of the Native Americans helping the French, and they were unable to help the French fight the English. This was when the English attacked Fort Duqesne again and this time managed to force the French out of the Ohio country.

6. What role did disease play in who won this war?

7. What French fort was key to the French controlling the Ohio country?

By 1763 the war ended with the French agreeing to give up all land in North America, in exchange the English returned to the French some islands in the Caribbean that produced large amounts of valuable sugar, islands that made them more money than all their land in North America. King George III of England, issued the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which reserved all the land west of the Appalachian mountains to the Native Americans, and forbid English colonists from living there. The war also resulted in the English doubling their national debt. As a result of this increased debt, the English began putting new taxes on the English colonists living in North America. 

8. Why were the French willing to give up all their land in North America at the end of the war?

9. What did the Royal Proclamation do?

10. How do you think the English colonists felt about the proclamation?

11. What did the English do as a result of their increased debt? Was this the right thing to do? Why?

