LEARNING CONTRACT:

THE LOST COLONY

Check below the activities that you will complete. You need to invest a total of approximately 60 minutes and select three of the following in completing the work on this contract. At least one of the three activities you select must be completed in class.

_____ The City of Roanoke, intended to be the first permanent English settlement in the “New World,” had its own coat of arms.  Write a description about what you think the colors, symbols and shapes could have meant. Then design a coat of arms for yourself, choosing an animal that you think best symbolizes your personality, and colors and symbols that best represent your family, history and/or interests. You may choose to make your coat of arms out of poster board, felt, or any other medium.

Write a description of the meaning of your coat of arms.

_____ Draw an editorial cartoon that might have appeared in the “Lost Colony Gazette” about an issue of concern to the colonists. The issue could be one related to things happening back in England or

Europe, struggles for survival, or relationships with each other or the Native Americans.

_____ Design a recruiting poster that Sir Walter Raleigh could have displayed to recruit individuals to come on the voyages to Roanoke island in North Carolina.

_____ Write a list of many questions that needed to be answered before determining how much water the colonists should load on their ships in England. You do not have to find answers, but only

determine the questions. The more questions you can think to ask, the better!

_____ When the colonists arrived on Roanoke Island, most of them would not have been able to communicate verbally with the natives. (A few of the English had knowledge of at least a

portion of the Algonquin vocabulary, and some of the Native Americans knew a smattering of English.) Design posters or signs, using no words, that you would have created to communicate to the Native Americans who you are, why you came and what you needed. (Note: The United States still has to

create such means of communication when in conflict or war with a non-English-speaking country.)

_____ Compare and contrast the climate in England with that of Roanoke Island. Create a graph of the temperatures from the two regions over several weeks. (You may use USA Today or web

sites to get information.) How do they compare within one season? What is the latitude and longitude of each, and how do you think that may influence climate similarities and differences?

_____ The colonists’ weapons and those of the Native Americans were very different. Research the colonists’ weaponry. It included silver helmets, breastplates and thigh protectors. Matchlocks and

wheel lock pistols were also used for defense. Upon completing your research, write a letter from a colonist to Sir Walter Raleigh back in England describing what suggestions you would make

for changes in the weapons and armor provided to future colonists OR design a cartoon which communicates at least 3 specific facts from your research and portrays problems the colonists might have had.

_____ John White, as artist of the 1585 expedition, was charged with drawing what he saw in the New World so that the English people would have a clearer understanding of the appearance and

environment of the Native Americans. His sketches of Native Americans remain one of the major sources that depict what their culture was like before widespread European settlement in North

America. From his sketches and watercolors, we know about clothing, food preparation, dances and other customs. John White also sketched wildlife and plant life that was native to the New World. If you were to draw what people on another planet would need to know about life on earth, what would you choose to draw? Complete a sketch or sketches that communicate what human, animal and plant life are like in your region.

